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BOOK 112 TIR D. 


CHA Þ J. 


MY Heroin Meets with 
"ent, and ſome /arther in/7 


* ET Y 
N Aeg 


© New diſapposas. 


ances of niſs IFudy's 
/ iO} bp. | 
Ikvamrra, being now leſt to her own 
reflections, beheld her Ja 


te conduct in 
a lizht in Which it had Never appeared 
o her before 3 the ſenf 


— nm K— — — — 


gret upon the errors they had occaſioncd 


as kind and indulgent, ready to forgive her 
and to reftoreHher to her affeGion ; and, imme- 


; 8 of her ſevere reproachcs. 


2 HEN NIE TT 
a convent, when ſhe was fore warned ot the do. 
ſign? From her obſtinate oppoſition to her 
aunt's will, nothing worſe could have hap- 
pened than the loſs of her favour and protec. 
tion, which by her flight ſhe had anticipated. 
She now wondered at the unreaſona' 1% 
her fears, and looked back with the deepeſt te. 


Theſe melancholy thoughts, and her anxiety 
about the reception her aunt would gie he, 
kept her waking almoſt the whole night. 
ſoon as it was light, ſhe roſe, and dicled her 
ſelf, impatient to be gone ; Mrs. Willis at he 
ſummons made haſte to join her, and, whe! 
they had breakfaſted, ſet out imme\!'+t«!y 1900 
their journey; Henrietta full of perten 
enquietude, Mrs. Willis with ta 17 


which attends the conſ{cioulncls of vs. ung | 


is right, 

The young lady, as ſhe drew nearer het aus 
dwelling, found her emotions 18crv2e ; ON 
while her imagination repreſented lady \cadows 


diately after, ſhe would tremble with de 4. 


and 
Her; 


ut 


rs. Willis perceived her mda, 
100 Fg utmoſt endeavours to compo!c 


HENRIETTA 3 


but when the chaiſe ſtopped at the door, ſhe 
was near falling into a fainting fit; and her 
friend was obliged to aſk if lady Meadows was 
at home, for Henrietta was not able to ſpeak, 

The ſervant-maid who opened the door, hav- 
ing got a glympſe of the young lady as ſhe ſat 
in the chaiſe, eagerly flew to the fide of it— 
O my dear miſs !” ſaid ſhe, in a tranſport of 
joy, “is it you?“ 

Hoy do you do, Jenny?“ ſaid miſs Cour- 
tency ; and trembling, added, „ is my aunt at 
home ?” 


« My lady,” faid the girl, © ſet out two days 
ago for her ſeat in Devonſhire. Oh! mils, 
* here has been ſad doings, poor Mrs. White is 
* turned away; there came an ugly miſchief- 
making lady from London, and told my lady 
* heap of ſtories about you, and ſo Mrs. White 
* was turned away : but won't you pleaſe ta 
* alight, miſs?“ 

Henrietta looked at Mrs. Willis, for ſhe knew 
not nerfelf what to reſolve on, the news ſhe had 
tear! having thrown her into the utmoſt per- 
Pexity— I wiſh we could fee Mrs. White,” 
id Mrs, Willis to her in a whiſper. 

Miſs Courteney immediately enquired of the 
maid, how long Mrs. White had teft her aunt, 
ud Where ſhe was to be found? The girl told 
1 B 2 her 


and well well I fee you are.“ 


who, between chiding and r had taken 
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her ſhe had been gone above a week, and that 
ſhe believed ſhe was at her ſiſter's in W indtor. 
Henrietta had often heard her mention her filler, 
who was married to a tradeſman in Vier; 
and, after ſhe had taken leave of the poor afſlec- 
tionate girl, who wept to ſee her depart again, 
the gave the poſt-boy directions where to drive, 

Mrs. White, when the chaiſe ſtopped at the 
door, heard from a little parlour where ſc was 
fitting, the voice of miſs Courteney, enquiring 
for her, and flew with trembling eagernets to 
meet her, | 

« Oh! miſs,” ſaid ſhe, taking her hand, 
and leading her into the room, I am zcioiced 
te to ſee you: where have you been all this time 
6 What an unfortunate creature was Þ to he 
&« the means of your taking ſuch a raſh c. 
« tion Oh! that I had kept what I {new to 
cc myſelf — But ſurely, it was very unkind in 
1 you not to acquaint me with your deſign, not 
ei to aſk my advice. I might have prevented a! 
« this trouble ; but thank e you are ſaſe 


Henrietta then interrupting the goo. woman 


10 


no notice of Mrs. Willis: „That Jam ſaſe 


(laid ſhe) 1 am eel to this gentiew 3 a 
1 10 


ic 


HENRIETTA. 3 
« for ſome ſtrange treachery was preparing for 
« me, I believe, but her care has prevented it.” 
« Treachery !” interrupted Mrs, White 
« Aye, you have met with enough of that, 1 
« ſuppoſe: there was your new-found friend and 
&« acquaintance, mifs—1 forget her name, whom 
you told all your fecrets to; you made no 
« ſcruple to truſt her, miſs, though you was ſo 
* reſerved to me; ſhe was the occaſion of my 
« loſing my place. Ah! miſs, but I will not 
e upbraid you; I ſee you are concerned: God 
* forbid I ſhould add to your uneaſineſs; I have 
« {ſuffered greatly upon your account. It was 
* very unkind in you to put it in the power of 
a ſtranger to do me ſo much miſchief : ſurely 
e did not deferve ſuch a return from you. But 
„God knows my heart, I would not upbraid 
you for the world; no, I ſcorn it; but I have 
been the greateſt ſufferer, I am ſure, and yet 
I meant well.“ 6 
Was not the lady's name Woodby?“ in- 
terrupted Henrietta, impatient to hear the par- 


veulars of this new act of treachery and baſe- 
neſs, 5 


* Aye, Woodby,“ replied Mrs. White, „ a 
5 "iſeprecable creature as ever my eyes beheld. 
en never forget how ſhe ſidled into my 

ady's dreffing-rootn, and, half out of breath, 


B 3 told 


-- 


NIA. 
4 told her, ſhe had taken the liberty to wait on 
<< her to bring her ſome news of her nice. 
could not hear diſtinctly all ſhe faid, for my 
lady ordered me to withdraw; but! nut . 
©« ear to the key-hole, as I had done Ee be- 
& fore for your ſervice miſs, which Lhave ta- 
<* fon to repent, Heaven knows—- but what i: 
e paſt cannot be helped— it is not my way to 
«« 75 up things that are paſt. 
„Well,“ ſaid Henrietta, © but what did you 

« hear?” 
«© Nay, for that matter,” reſurned Mrs. ite, 

| | « I may draw myſelf into another prom pet 
** haps: after what I have ſuffered In to be 
14 &* cautious ; but I love you, miſs, and mult tel 
you every thing, whatever it coſt me, and that 
| 1 © you have experienced already. W ell, the 
| « made up a horrible ſtory, that you had gon? 
© away ſuddenly from lodgings where ſhe viſites 
you, and notwithſtanding the friendſhip there 
<< was between you, and a great cluticr ſhc made 
with that word, you went away without g are 
ing her any notice of your intention; and this 
« ſhe faid had a ſtrange appearance.” | 
Miſs Courteney lifted up her eyes here, !! 
aſtoniſhment at what ſhe heard. 
« As for me,” continued Mrs. White, © ſue 


« gon 15 be 
« did my buſineſs in an inſtant; for as ſoon asf 
| 6 W23 
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« was gone, my lady fent for me, and, in a 
« violent rage, told me I ſhould not ſtay another 
« night in her houſe. She was informed, ſhe 
« ſaid, that I had been the cauſe of your running 
« away, by filling your head with notions of her 
« deſigning to confine you in a convent, She 
« would hear nathing that Icould ſay in my own 
« defence; and diſmiſſed me that very evening,” 


9”, 


am exceſſively ſorry,” ſaid Henrietta, 
« that you ſhould ſuffer ſo much on my account 
t was indeed very imprudent in me to be 
| © ſo communicative to miſs Woodby, but J 
« could not imagine ſhe was capable of fo much 
„ treachery. 


„But how have you been able to 55880 
« yourſclt io well, miſs, from the enquiries of 
all your friends?“ faid Mrs. White. Mr. 
“Bale, it ſeems, your guardian's fon, knew 
not where to find you.“ 


* Did Mr. Bale ſay he knew not where I 
* was?” cried miſs Courteney, in aſtoniſhment, 


„He told Mr. Danvers ſo,” replied Mrs. 
White, « who went ſeveral times by my lady's 
orders to enquire for you.“ 


„Was there ever ſuch complicared trea- 
© ery” (aid Henrietta, looking at Mrs. 
Villis with tears in her eyes. Well, my 
| B 4 6 dear, 
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© dear,“ ſaid the good woman, there {; 4 
1e leaſt this advantage in misfortunes, 114; (4 
spring us at laſt to wiſdom. You wil! or 4.4 
future be more cautious how you engage 
« ſuch perilous enterprizes.“ 

« Ay, miſs“ faid Mrs. White, 
«© you truſt falſe friends to the prejudice f \ our 
true ones—You fee what it has col me 
but no more of that can forget and for- 

« vive,” | 

Well, and what is now to be done? (ail 
miſs Courteney, folding ber hands with a ne- 
lancholy air. | 

„It is eafy to anſwer that queſtion,” ſaid 
Mrs. Willis; „you muft write to your aunt 
my dear, and give her an account of all that 

© has happened to you. There is certainly 

„ famething to condemn” in what you have 
done; but in what you have ſuffered, there 
is much to be pitied, I am perſuaded her ten- 
„ derneſs will filence her reſentment. I hopes 
5 to have left you with your aunt, ni, con 
tinued Mrs, Willis; „ but ſince that cannot bes 
te you will return with me, I ſuppo-.” 

„To be ſure I will,” ſaid mils Courtenef 
d with whom in my preſent ſituation can! 

„ ſo happy as with you?“ 


in 


A 


2 % 


Mrs. White deſired ſh permitted to 


come and ſee ker 
conſented; 


e might be 
„to which H 
3 Promiling, if ſhe w 


as reconciled to 
her aunt, to ufe her utmoſt endeavours to rein- 
Rate her in her place. 4 
C H-A Ft 
h throws newt; 


: Mr, Bale, 

» Would doubt. 

* manner un. 

r; her unhappy flight had given 
1 colour to her 


fucceeding actions, ag ſen. 


dered 


his behaviour l 


5 
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dered any juſtification of herſelf hope. ; 21 
the inſidious chaplain might now with ca con- 
firm thoſe prejudices he had raiſed, 

In this manjier ſhe reaſoned herſelf into a bo 
lief that her misfortune was irremediable: dcfpair, 
as an ingenious writer + obſerves, being that 
eaſe td the mind which mortificagon is to the 
fleſh, Henrietta found ſome relief in being 
freed from that viciſſitude of hopes aud (cos 
which had ſo long held her mind in the mo? 
eacking ſuſpence; and, with a kind of on 
fatisfaCtion, reſigned herſelf to all the bittere 
of her fate, 

Mrs. Willis, who knew not the peculiarities 
of lady Meadows's temper, or if ſhe hd, would 
not perhaps have conſidered, that obſtinate poop” 
are ever moſt obſtinate in error, thought all 
things might be ſet right again, by nuts Cour- 
teney's giving a candid narrative of what had 
happened to her ſunte her leaving her; ſhe there- 
fore preſſed the young lady to delay writing to 
her aunt no longer than the next day. 
There are ſome caſes,” faid Mrs. Will 
to her, when ſhe ſaw her fitting down to wilte, 
ein which ſimplicity is the greateil rehnement 
« of art; yours is one of them: be 45 ſimple and 


N . * n x 1 1 * s etc, 
F The author of maxime, charactess, an reflechons, 
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HENRIETTA. 17 
ie ingenuous as you can in the account you give 
your aunt, and let the facts ſpeak for theme 


1 


4 2 


Henrietta followed her advice, and related 
every part of her conduct fince ſhe had left her, 
and the treachery and deceit that had been uſed 
towards her, with the utmoſt plainneſs and ſin- 
cerity, and faw that ſhe had made her letter 
more affecting by its ſimplicity, than ſhe could 
have done by the niceſt touches of art. Mrs. 
Willis read it, and approved of it; and it was 
immediately diſpatched to the poſt. 

Scarce was this little affair over, when Mr. 
Bale ſent in his name, 

e like this piece of ceremony,” ſaid Mrs. 
Willis; „it looks as if the man was aſhamed 


* of what he has done : do you chuſe to ſee 
bim, miſs ?” 


© Oh! no,” replied Henrietta; © it would 
* be ſtrange indeed if T was willing to ſee a man 
© Whom you ſuſpect of having fuch ſhocking 
* ceſigns, and who I am ſure has not acted 
* hone{ty,” 

„Well then,” faid Mrs. Willis, * I will g0 
„dom to him, and hear what he has to ſay.” 
| dhe returned again in lefs than an hour, ſmil- 
Ne. „ This young man,” ſaid ſhe, does 
* not mart fendt what would you lay, miſs, 


B 6 6 


— 


© " rock. ae 
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ä ne 


* * 
8 


upon your guard againſt deceit,” 
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6“ if I was to tell you that he has perſuaded me 
he has acted very right, and with the bet 
* tentions in the world.“ 

* I ſhould ſay that I am leſs unhappy han! 
&* thought I was,” replied miſs Courteney ; + 7g; 
& ſurely it is a great misfortune to mer with 
© perſons who abuſe our confidence and the 
good opinion we have of them.” | 

© That misfortune,” ſaid Mrs. Willis, vill 
in time become fo common, that you wi! {cel 
e jt leſs ſenſibly than you do now. II 
«© way ta avoid being deceived, is to be nu 


„That is to ſay I muſt be always fuſpicious. 
ſaid Henrietta; that may be a very dent. 
maxim, but my heart difavows it.” 

„ Alas! my dear, replied Mrs. Wills. „ve 
& all enter upon the world with high nei 0 
diſintereſtedneſs, friendſhip, ſincerny; 
e candor : but experience ſhows us, i e 


qualities exiſt not, or among ſo very few, that 


Hit does net fall to the lot of ong mortal in: 
« thouſand to meet with them in thoſe we t 

e tract friendſhips with. The frequent da- 
„ pointments we ſuffer in the {earch of them, 
© make ſuſpicion grow into a habit of think- 
„ing, which if it leſſens our enoyHe nt lebens 
our inconveniencies like iſe.” | 


* 


„Then 


4 


— . —P 
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HENRIETTA. 
Then 1,” ſaid miſs Courteney, c ſhall be 
« always expoſed to inconveniencies ; for I am 
« (ure I can never bring myſeff to ſuſpect perſons 
cho appear deſerving of my good opinion: 
% and indeed I think it is more honourable to be 
* gjten deceived, than to be always doubting.” 
<« But it is not ſo fate,” replied Mrs. Willis, 
ſmiling : “ howevery my dear, in uncxperienced 
« youth like yours this way ct thinking is meri- 
« torious ; the faults of the world can only be 
learned by a long acquaintance with it, and 
by ſuffering from that acquaintance. 'T hoſe 
* who derive this kind of knowledge from the 
« heart rather than the head, are indeed fate 
* themſelves, but dangerous to all others. 

Bat I will keep you no longer in n wier 

* with regard to Mr. Bale. He has gloſſed over 
nis behaviour fo as to make me appear ſatiched 
* with it, which indeed it is neceſſary I Mould, 
ie would not wiſh to make an enemy of 5 


him; and a very powerful one he might be to 
* my huſband. 


“He aſked for you as ſoon as he ſaw me, and 
did not ſeem ſurpriſed at the very ſight excuſe 
mat tor your not ſeeing him. He expreſſed 
* great concern for the treatment you had re- 


b ceived from his wife; for in her TG rage it 


py  jcems 
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into my reaſons for not being zble ic viter her 
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& ſeems ſhe told him all that had paſſed eee 
* you.” 

* You find,” ſaid he, “I did not exaggetate 
my wife's failing.” 45 ; 

6 It i is a great misfortune,” replied ] ; „ but, 
cc fir, I think if you had not made a ſecret cf vow 
connections with miſs Courteney, Mrs. Bae 
« jealouſy would not have had ſo plauſible an 


cc excuſe, nor would the young lady hang had 


“ any reaſon to complain c you.“ 


6 I ſhould have found it abſolutely imnolible,” | 


ſaid he, to have concerned myſelf in nil Cour- 


ce teney's affairs, or been of the leaſt ut. to oy 
<« had my wife known any thing of the matte: 
ce the very ſight of mils Courteney wou!d have 
& roufed her ſufpicions, and have put it out oi my 
e power to act either as a friend or gu n 
her; and, in her unhappy ſituation, e had 
great need of my care and attention. 

« However, fir,” replied I, it was cer 
& tainly ill judged to conceal from mis Cour 
<< teney, that you was married: wha: mult ſhe 
ce think of ſuch a ſtrange conduct? | 

« Why, Mrs. Willis,” reſumed ko, © | have 
already told you, that Icould not oi my H 


« riage to miſs Courteney, Without bel 


PF 
8 (11.0 


an aſylum in my houſe, during her aunt! 
| 5 6 rl caturcy 
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« pleaſure, an offer ſhe had great reaſon to ex- 
« yect, I was unwilling to expole my wife's 
« foible, and to raiſe ſcruples in the young 
« ]ady's mind, which might prevent her from 
« recciving thoſe little fervices from me which 
« ſc had ſo much need of: I hope you will re- 

« preſent all this to her, and let her know how 
„greatly I am afflicted at what ſhe has ſuf- 
« ſered. 

© To be ſure I will, replied I; but miſs Cour- 
« teney tells me you have received letters from 
„Mr. Bale, in which he acquaints you that 
« there are ſome foreign merchants coming to re- 
« ſide in my houſe, and that ſhe was to be re- 
moved for that reaſon. I ſurpriſed her greatly, 
« by ſaying J had heard nothing of it; and, in- 
* aced I am a good deal ſurpriſed myſelf at it.” 

„Why, to be plain with you, Mrs. Willis,” 


laid the young gentleman, this was only an 
* invention,” 


Indeed!“ ſaid I, looking very grave: to 
* be ſure you had fome good reaſon for it.” : 
* Doubtlefs J had,” purſued he, „and you 
* yourſelf ſhall be judge of my reaſon. —This is 
da bad world, Mrs. Willis, a very bad world: 
* nothing but ſtratagems and deſigns, fraud and 
6 cunning, Our ſex, Mrs, Willis, is in a ſtate 
"0 war with yours, our arms are ſighs and 


I vos, 
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ce vows, and flattery and proteſtation, 511 / 
ce in all other warfares) we fight to de . 

„ Bleſs us,” interrupted Henrietta, hal. in 1 
ing, © what could this fine preface lead to; 

21 proteſt, reſumed Mrs. Willis ln hing, 
beit was with the utmoſt difficulty 1 1 cl 

my countenance to a look of grave aten 
ce while he uttered all this with a ſolemm accent, 
& and an air of infinite importance.“ 

Truly fir, replied I, for fo young gentle. 
% man you think very gravely of theſe matters. 
« 1t is highly commendable in one of your years, 

« Heaven forbid, Mrs. Willis,“ aid he, 
& that all men ſhould be libertines ; but in Ther 
it was to preſerve mils Courteney fron 1 falling 
© into the ſnares of one, that I formed an ex- 
e cuſe for ſending her into the country.” 

«Vue dilembler! ” exciaimed miss SO 
again, glowing with indignation ; ** preterve 
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ce re from falling into the ſnares of albert 
-F hape my own diſcretion, without any ed 
from him, was ſufficient to guard mc 92 im 
&« any ſnares that a libertine could Jay for mc.” 

] hope fo too,” faid Mrs. Willis. 

Henrietta bluſhed a little at this expreſion, 
which ſeemed, ſhe thought, to imply 2 d, 
but would not interrupt Mrs, illis eam. 
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« ] told you that this gentleman was very art- 


& gill be convinced by the ſtory he told.” 


« You muſt know,” ſaid he to me, looking. 


« when I waited upon miſs Courteney at the 
© lodgings ſhe had taken after ſhe left her aunt, 
© | obſerved a fine gay young man there, who 
followed me when I went out, and looked at 
eme in a manner that ſhewed great curioſity 
« and attention. It came into my head that 
. * this might be the ſpark of whom mils Cour- 
e teney's aunt was apprehenſive : J diſcovered 
that he lodged in the houſe with the . young 
* lady ; and this circumſtance I liked by no 
means. I reſolved to remove her immedi- 
* ately, and place her with you: ſhe ſo readily 
* conſented to my propoſal that I doubted whe- 
*ther I had not been extremely miſtaken in 
*my conjectures concerning this young gentle- 
a man; but a day or two after ſhe was ſettled 
wich you, my ſpark came to enquire for her 
"a my houſe: now it was plain that miſs 
*Courtency held fome correſpondence with 
: un, otherwiſe he could not have known where 
*tocome after Der... - : 
„happened not to be at home, and the | 
*Ktyants told him, that no ſuch perſon Was 
there. 


« ful, continued the good woman, „ as you 


extremely wiſe, and lowering his voice, “ that 


hag 


BEE 
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ee there. He came ſeveral times, and was: 
« ways anſwered in the ſame manner, Hs 
g enquiries at length reached the ears of . 
“wife; ſhe deſired he might be ſhe. wp 10 


cc her apartment when he came next |: was 


* from him that ſhe learned miſs Courteney was 
„under my care. 


&« To one of her temper it was encugh 0 
* know that I had the management of a hn 
&« aftairs, to make her ſuſpe& that I had a mere 
& than ordinary intereſt in the lady herſci/ Put 
& ſhe concealed her thoughts from me. and, 
« who was wholly ignorant that this gentle- 
© man had ſeen my wife, was only concerned 
„at the connexion there ſeemed to be between 
& miſs Courteney and him”; and therefore fxcd 
«© upon that ſtratagem, to remove he of hs 
reach without giving her any ſuſpicions of the 
& cauſe, 
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„I have ſince enquired about the gentlemen, 
ce and I hear that he is a man of quality, 24 
that he is ſhortly to be married to u great for 
ce tune. Judge now whether his deen on 
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„Courteney could be honourable ; and wht . 
ther I had not reaſon to act as T &id with F | 
< gard to ſending her away? y 
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*© And now, my dear,” added Mrs. Willis, 
tend did you ever "ous a more plauſible 

tale? 8 | 

„J have ſomewhere read it obſerved,” re- 
plied Henrietta, “that we are better deceived 
« by having ſome truth told us than none. Mr, 
Bale has put this maxim in practice; his tale 
is plauſible, becauſe part of it is true: but his 
inferences are all falſe; and their cauſe lies 
too deep for me to diſcover it,” 

dhe then related ſuccinAly all that had paſſed 
in the houſe of Mrs. Ecclgs, and that ſhe had 
earneſtly intreated Mr. Bale to diſpoſe of her 
elewhere, being reſolved, after the affront that 
dad been offered to her, to remain there no 
longer, She added, that the young lord hav- 
og hinted his ſuſpicions that Mr. Bale was her 
wer, ſhe thought herſelf obliged to tell him 
is name, and explain the nature of his con- 
ions with her, that ſhe nught not, by going 


way with a perſon unknown, leave room for 
dumny to ander her, 


Mrs, Willis was charmed with this candid 
Mount of her conduct, which overthrew all 
lr Bale's infinuations. She embraced her 
% dreat tenderneſs. All will ſoon be {et 
blight (aid ſhe) your aunt will receive you 
| „ with 


— — — —— ——— — — 
0 "_ 


ſighed; but having already taken her rofluticn, 
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« with redoubled affection.“ Mifs Cg rteney 


ſhe was prepared for whatever events wich 


happen. ” 


HF. III. 


Iihich we are afraid will give f 
readers a mean opinion of our beroinc”s 111 


landing. 


2 W © days afterwards a letter was broucht 
by the poſt for miſs Courteney ; the irec- 
tion was in her aunt's hand: ſie opened it witl 
ſome trepidation, and found it as follows 


Fg 
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Fon niece I cannot, after What bas 
< pened, call you— If you had hat, by ti 
© higheſt imprudence that any youuny women 


© could be guilty of, given too much e gut For 
1? | 
'T 1 


© the ſhocking eenſures that are call 

> 

might perhaps have been 4 cet by you 

N 1 Þ ; 7 * 7 rr Ie 

* plauſible. account of things. I 2m jy © 

© find you have acquired fo much art, 18 
* too ſure a proof that you are Jes inne 

a 4 b | 14 | | ; 
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« vet it would be eaſy for me to take to pieces 

every part of your defence, and ſhew you the 
« abſardity of it: but this is needleſs ; for, whe- 
© ther you are innocent or guilty, you have 
« 1 catly Wounded your reputation, and I can no 
© longer with honour conſider you or treat you 
* a5 my niece. 


* There is but one way left by which you can 
retrieve your fame and my afteCtion ; motives 
© which ought to have fome weight with you, 
© but infinitely leſs than the defire of ſecuring 
* your ſalvation, | | | 

© 1 hoped and believed your converſion was 
| © near completed, and doubtleſs it would have 
been, had not your paſſions intervened, 


If you will retire to a convent, and put 
* yourlelf into a way of being inſtructed in the 
* true religion, I will pay your penſion largely; 
and the day that ſees you reunited to the faith, 
hall ſee you reſtored to my fondeſt affec- 
ion, and made ſole heireſs to my whole eſtate, 
* Conſider well before you determine ; and 
know, that upon any other terms than theſe, 


ou muſt not hope for farther notice ſrom 
0 a 
Me. 8 


*, 


F. Mabowe.“ 


NV 
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Although ſeveral parts of this letter wore oy. 
tremely ſhocking both to the delicacy and pride 
of Henrietta, yet the ſhining bribe that yas . 
tered her to procure her apoſtaſy, made a l. 
compenſation. She had now an oppor 
given her of making a worthy faciilice 
religion ſhe beifeved and profeſſed ; x circum 
| rh, that exalted her in her own epi:.0n : for 
her ſelf-love had been deeply woundcd by the 
humiliations ſhe had undergone ; and as gre! 
delicacy always ſuſters moſt, ſo it cho mol 
from its own reflection. 
She was not free from a little enthuſ.aſn; that 
told her it was glorious to ſuffer in the caule © 
religion, nor ſo dilintereſted as not to ter! great 
pleaſure in the thought of being able to icq 
her moral character from injurious (:/picions 
by ſo firm an attachment to het religious pri 
ciples. 

Her impatience to anſwer her aunt's :*ttel 
would not allow her time to communicate 
Mrs. Willis the contents of it: but as ſoon! 
| ſhe had done writing, ſhe ſent for the god 
woman, and put lady  Meadows's letter into 
Hands, with ſuch an air of conicicus {atis1d 
tion, as perſuaded her the ſo much deſired 1 
conciliation was effected; but wi;cn upon te 
ing the letter, ſhe found her millake, he tar 


UN] ty 
to the 
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+ down, and, in a melancholy accent, and a 


look that expreſſed the moſt anxious curioſity, 
alced her how ſhe had reſolved ? 


« Read this,” ſaid Henrietta, giving her the 
lettet ſhe had written; I am ſure you will not 
« (ifapprove of what I have done.” Mrs. Willis 
read it eagerly, and found it as follows: © 


MAD AM, 


Ir is a great grief to me to find that 
pour affection is irrecoverable, for at the price 
jou have ſet upon it, I muſt ever deem it fo, 
If my defence ſeems abſurd, madam, it is be- 
\cauſe truth is too weak to combat prejudice : 
leave it to time and my future conduct to 
clear my innocence, and am reſolved never to 
ive a confirmation to thoſe aſperſions which 
e caſt on my character, by ſacrificing my 
'Kigion to my intereſt. | 
bat poverty, which happily is become my 
choice, will be my beſt vindication ; and if 
| afords me no other bleſſing but that of a 
vod conſcience, it will beſtow on me the 
oheſt that is attainable in this life, and which 
vil enable me to bear chearfully all the miſ- 
Wines that may befal me; among which I 
hall days look upon the loſs of your eſteem 
| | © as 
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© as the greateſt, I am, madam, with all due 
* gratitude and reſpect, your obliged wn 14, 
humble ſervant, 


© HENRIETTA Court. 


/ 


tion, miſs,” ſaid Mrs. Willis, returning the 
letter; © and if you perſiſt in it, you will an. 
e pear to me a wonder,” 


«I muſt approve, nay admire y our relylu. 


Do you doubt my perſiſting in it :eplied 
Hann e 

W When I conſider,” ſaid Mrs. Willis, * you; 
& birth, your youth, your beauty, end the ex- 
t pectations you have been encouraged enter 


e tain, I know it muſt coſt you a gent deal to 


ce throw away the advantages that are offered 
c you, and which poſſibly you might {ccure by 
„ temporiſing at leaſt,” 

ce Diſſimulation, interrupted Hen: 
e any occaſion, is mean and ſcandalous; but 
„ein matters of religion it is ſurely a heinous 
crime; and I hope I am far enough ſtom 
<« committing it; but Town I have may ue: 
tives to ſtimulate my reſolution. 

My own imprudence, and the ua 
& others, have given a wound to my epa 


0 . Pp 3 71 , fe; 
tion, which a voluntary poverty can 9%) 
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4 pair, In this licentious age, ſhe, who with youth 
« and even the ſlighteſt advantages of perſon, 
« dares to be poor, deſerves ſurely to be thought 
© virtuous ; and I ſhalt ever acknowledge the 
bounty of Providence, that, amidſt the un- 
« juſt cenſures which have been caſt on me, has 
made an humble lot my choice.” 

« am ſatisfied,” interrupted Mrs, Willis : 

* reaſon, I fet, has a greater ſhare in your ſo 

lately formed reſolution, than the zeal of en- 
| * thuſiaſm, or the ſuggeſtions of vanity; and 

you may believe me a true friend to your fame, 

* when I heartily congratulate you on your pre- 
| * ſent ſituation. And now, my dear mils, 
« ſufter me to aſſure you of my tendereſt friend - 
* ſhip; a friendſhip which cannot be contented 
* with bare profeſſions, and inſiſts upon your 
putting it to ſome trial. 

Tell me how I can ſerve you? O! that 
ou would honour me fo far as to let this 
* houſe be your aſylum till fortune does juſtice 
to jour merit, Condeſcend to live with me, 
mx dear miſs, and ſhare my little income.” 

4 You are very kind, dear Mrs. Willis,” re- 
[pled Henrietta; « but my circumſtances will 
1 not permit me to continue your boarder, and 
* Giſtrefs ſhall oblige me to be burthenſome 

© a friend. J have already reſolved: how to 

Yor, II. C « gif. 
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« diſpoſe of myſelf, and, in the ſcheme I have 
formed, I ſhall need your aſſiſtance.“ 
Tell me, my dear,” cried Mis. Willis, 
eagerly, “how I can be of any uſe to you?” 
«© You muſt,” replied Henrietta, bluſhing 2 
Intle : you muſt get me a ſervice, my dear 
„ Mrs, Willis.” 
& A ſervice ?”” exclaimed the good woman, 
IJ am very well qualified,” reſumed Hen- 
rietta, recovering from her firſt confuſion, and 
ſmiling, to wait upon a woman of faſhion: 
<« for my mother gave me a uſeful well a 
<< genteel education; and this ſtation will be 
© at once private enough to ſecure me from di 
« agreeable accidents, and publick cnough to 
make my conduct acquit or convemn me. 
I will not,” added ſhe, obſerving Mrs. 
Willis continued filent, „offer my{elf to any 
c place by my own name; that would look 
< like.an inſult upon my great relations, and be 
te perhaps an obſtruction to my {ucceſs. It 
cc ſufficient for me, that whenever | an diſco- 
e vered, it may be in circumſtances at which 
ce they, not I, need be aſhamed.“ | 
„ When I firſt heard you mention this 
« ſcheme,” faid Mrs. Willis, © 1 thought | 
« could never be brought to approve it; daf 


little reflection has convinced me chat "7 
$55 ial | « have 
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« have good conſequences. You cannot be 
« long concealed ; that graceful form will ſoon 

« draw notice upon you. Whenever you are 
« known to be in a ſtation fo unworthy your 
« birth and merit, the pride of your relations 

| & will be rouzed. How glorious then will 
« this humiliation be for you ! Methinks I fee 
« their confuſion for their neglect of you, and 
« their eagerneſs to repair it, by reſtoring you 
* to the rank you was born in Oh ! my dear, 
© you will certainly be happy yet, I am ſure you 
« will,” | 


— 


Henrietta ſmiled a little at the good woman's 
ſanguine expectations; but in reality, the ſame 
thoughts had made a great impreſſion upon her, 
and contributed, more than ſhe imagined, to 
allay the uneaſineſs ſhe felt at being reduced to 
tice ſuch a ſtep. By degrees ſhe formed in her 
own mind ſo romantick a ſcene, that ſhe grew 


impatient to enter upon it, and again intreated 
the aſliffance of Mrs, Willis. 


The good woman telling her that a couſin 
of her buſband's Was a ſack maker, and in 
great vogue at the court end of the town, it 
Nas agreed that ſhe ſhould go to her, and en- 
age her good offices towards recommending tbe 
lady to a place; it being very likely that 

Jy C2 . among 


2 
* 
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among her cuſtomers, who were moſtly women 
of quality, ſhe might hear of one that would 
ſuit her, 


CHAP: Iv. 


Thich contains very trifling matte: 
M RS. Willis ſucceeded beyond her hopes; 
the mantua-maker had been deſired by a 
lady ſhe worked for, to look out for genteel 
young perſon to ſerve her in the quality of jc 
woman; and promiſed her coulin, that fic 
would mention her friend to the lady the nes! 
day, being to wait on her with toms contns 
that were to be tried on. She addcd, that the 
lady was a citizen, but had an immenſe n- 
tune, and that her place was certainly. a very 
good one. | 
Henrietta ſeemed very well pleaſed with ber 
landlady's ſucceſs, though ſhe was not fte 
from ſome uneaſy perturbations at the thought 
of the condition ſhe was ſo ſoon to cot 
Mrs. Meaſure did not fail to viſit her couſin 
the next day. Well (aid ſhe) I have don 


1 the young gentlewoman's buſineſs: ſhe bs 
CORRS “no- 
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« nothing to do but to wait upon miſs Cord- 
« wain ; and, if ſhe likes her figure, ſhe will 
« hire her directly.“ | 
« Why, pray,” replied Mrs. Willis, “( what 

« kind of figure will beſt pleaſe this lady ?” 
« Oh!” cried Mrs. Meaſure, « miſs Cord- 
e wain's woman muſt be very genteel, and 
look like a gentlewoman; the richer ſhe is 
« drefled too, when ſhe goes to wait on her, 
« the better. Every thing about miſs Cordwain 
e muſt be magnificent, Well,” purſued ſhe, 
laughing, and taking a pinch of ſnuff, which 
produced ſeveral little paufes in her diſcourſe, 
« it is really 'ſurpriſing to ſee theſe little cits, 
* how they mimick people of quality They 
* muſt be ſo extravagantly in the faſhion— I 
* yow and proteft the negligee I tried on miſs 


* Cordwain to-day, had a train three yards and 
* a half long,” 


* 


Henrietta that moment entering the room, 
Mrs. Willis, ſeeing her couſin was ſurpriſed at 
ter appearance, ſaid, this is the young gentle- 
woman who wants a place. N | 

The mantua-maker, upon this information, 
relumed her familiar look and manner; and, ' 
tirowing herſelf again upon her chair, took 
2 ſull ſurvey of the young lady, who thanked 
der, with ſome heſitation, and a bluſh that crim- 

(EIS C 3 ſoned 
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foned over her face, for the ſervice ſhe had done 
« I have juſt been telling my couſin,” fad 
Mrs. Meaſure, „that miſs Cordwain, the lady 
I have recommended you to, 2 is very 
« hard to be pleaſed. Her woman ml? look 
like a lady forfooth : ſhe has reſuicd three 
that went to ſee her place; one, beg e hr 
« had a red hand; it looked, ſhe (aid, as if the 
« creature had ſtood at a waſh-tub ; :notlier, 
« becauſe ſhe went to be hired in a linen 2own; 
and the third, becauſe ſhe had lived with no 

body of higher rank than a baronet's vi 
« But I am fure ſhe can have no objection to 
you, ma'am, unleſs perhaps ſhe may think 
« you too handſome. Do you take ſnuf, 
« ma'am ?” oftering her box, which Henrett! 

civilly declined, 


„ But dear ma'am,” purſued the mantu!: 
maker, ** who makes your cioaths ? [nei 
« ſaw any thing ſo frightful as the fope of 11a 
4 ruffle, then ſuch a horrid ſleeve : it i> v6) 

* you are naturally genteel. 1 
Henrietta ſlightly bowed in return for this 
compliment; and aſked her, at what hour it 
would be proper to wait upon mils Coid 


wain? * 


« Abo 
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« About one o' clock in the farenoon,” re- 
plied Mrs, Meaſure, © that's her breakfaſt time. 
Her father, honeſt man, is in his warehouſe 
« before fix. But this is his only daughter; 
aud he expects ſhe will be a ducheſs, or 
« counteſs at leaſt— She has fifty thouſand 
„pounds.“ 
« Where does the lady live?“ aſked Henrietta. 
« Here in one of your filthy Janes,” replied 
the mantua- maker; I forget the name of it, 
but every body knows Mr, Corawain the 
« packer.” 
dhe then roſe up, made one of her beſt cour- 
ieics, and hurried into a chair that was waiting 
for her; for this polite mantua-maker was above 
viſiting her cuſtomers in a hackney coach: and 
this infolence was ſuch a proof of her excellence 


in her buſineſs, that few ever rg to pay 
1! t. 


—— —— — 


Pared the next day to wait upon miſs Cordwain, 
She remembered the mantua-makez's Hint, ani 


into the coach, ſmiled a fare wel, and orcere 
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CHAP. V. 
Which fhews Henrietta in a new ſitugtian. 


Enrietta having ſummoned all her reſolus 
tion, that ſhe might acquit herſelf wit 
propriety of the taſk ſhe had undertaken, pte. 


therefore avoided any ſtudied ſimplicity in her 
dreſs ; but no apparel, however mean, could 
have hid that noble air, or diſguiſed that n- 
tive elegance, ſo conſpicuous throug hout her 
whole perſon, 
As ſoon as the was ready, ſhe 25 ped in to 
Mrs. Willis's parlour, and, while a coach wis 
ſent for, aſſumed a more than ordinaty cheat- 
fulneſs in her diſcourſe with the good woman; 
for ſhe was extremely defirous oc acealing the 
emotions ſhe felt upon this mori 
and affected a moſt heroick indifference, bie 
inly ſhe ſuffered all that a mind, ate and 
ſenſible as her's, could feel. 
Mrs. Willis followed her to th door wi! 
tears in her eyes. The young lad) Feppt 
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" the coschman to drive to Mr. Cordwain's. A 
{ew minutes brought her to the houſe; and the 
ſervant, of whom fhe- enquired if miſs Cordwain 
was at home, having ſhewn her into a (parlour, 
bowed and withdrew. 

Mis Cordwain being informed that a lady 
| enquired for her, ordered her admittance ; and 
the ſame ſervant returning, conducted Henrietta 
to her dreſſing- dom. | | 

Miſs Cordwain, who was ſtill lingering over 
her tea-table with a female acquaintance, roſe 
up at Henrietta's graceful entrance, and, re- 
civing her with a low courteſy, offered her an 
arm-chair at the upper end of the room. 

Henrietta, conſcious of the error ſhe had 
committed in not making uſe of the mantua- 
maker's name before, bluſhed a little at this 
reeption, which was not ſuitable to the cha- 
ner ſhe was to appear in, and, declining the 
chair; „ Mrs. Meaſure, madam,” ſaid the. 
he could utter no more than thoſe two words 3 
bit they were ſufficient to give miſs Cordwain 
v underſtand her buſineſs, kt 85 
The haughty citizen was exceſſively ſhocked 
Wind ſhe had been betrayed by the figure of 
fenrietta into ſo improper an inſtance of reſpect ; 
ul that the perſon ſhe took for à lady of dif- 
ion was the young woman who had been 
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recommended to her ſervice, thought to recover 
the dignity which ſhe conceived ſhe bad loſt 
from this miſtake, by aſſuming an imj;cr1ous zi 
and an inſolent accent. 

% Who did you live with laſt ?” {aid ſhe to 
Henrietta, throwing herſelf again into her choir, 
and glancing her oyer with;a ſupercilious e; 
] hope it was with a woman of quality: you 
« will not do for me, I can tell you, if yau 
have not been uſed to attend upon perſons of 
« rank.” 

Henrietta, notwithſtanding the confuſion ſhe 
was under at acting fo ſtrange a part, could no! 
help being diverted with the pride of this daugh- 
ter of trade. 

J am afraid, madam,” ſaid ſhe, © I ſhall 
<« not be wortby of your place; for I never lived 
« in the ſervice of any woman of quality, 10: 
“indeed in any other.“ 

c What you are a gentlewom?n, | ſuppoſe,” 
interrupted miſs Cordwain, drawlinz out tie 
word - gentlewoman ; „ and now | t EMENITET || 
« Meaſure told me you had never been in fe. 
© vice. Well, that does not fiznify : 1 have 19 
« objection to your having been a gentlewoman; 
e you may be the better ſervant for what I Kox, 
« For to ſay the truth,” ſaid ſhe, addrefling 
bertelf f to * n & thoſe fort of poor 
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« gentlewomen, when they are reduced, as they 
« call it, to wait upon us, who could buy their 
« whole generation, often know their diſtance 


« better, and are more humble than ſuch as have 
« been bred to ſervice.” 


Oh!“ ſaid the other lady, with an applauding 
| ſmile, - ever while you live, madam, chuſe a 
| & gentlewoman for your maid. There is alder- 
„man Fig the grocer's lady; I have heard her 
| * often declare ſhe never was fo well ſerved ag 
| © when colonel Noble's daughter waited on her. 
The colonel was killed in the laſt war; and, 
s thoſe folks you know have ſeldom any thing 
«to leave their families, his fine gay daughters 
* were obliged to go to ſervice after his death, 
* 2nd did very well; but ſome body left them 
* ten thouſand pounds a piece, and ſpoiled two 


* excellent ſervants, by making them gentle- 
* women again,” 


{© Nay, if they had fortunes left them,” re- 
led miſs Cordwain, „ why you know, then, 
* they had a right to be called gentlewonicn. 

Well, child,” purſued ſhe, turning to 
Henrietta, das I told you before I have no ob- 
ben to your having been a gentlewoman; 
* | am reſolved never to have any other 10 
Vat on me: Tfhall take you upon Meæaſure's 
C 6 | % recom- 


* 
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= recommendation, and the ſooner YOu come 
& the better,” 

Henrietta, who had really enjoyed the cop 
verfation that had paſled between theſe two H. 
dies, told her that ſhe: would come whenever 
ſhe pleaſed ; and it being agreed ſhe ſhould come 
the following day, that ſhe might dic her new 
lady for a city-feaſt, ſhe courteſicd profoundly 
low, and withdrew, 

Henrietta, whoſe imagination was raul 
lively, and not wholly free from thoſe roman 
notions which perſons of her age readily admit, 
began to conſider her transformation from the 
niece of lady Meadows, and a preſumptie 
heireſs, into the waiting-maid of a cit, as one 
of thoſe caprices of fate which never fail to pro- 
duce ſurpriſing effects. She could not help fal- 
cying herſelf the future heroine of fume aft. 
ing tale, whoſe life would be varicd with fur 
priſing viciſſitudes of fortune ; and that he would 
at laſt be raiſed to a rank as much above ber 
hopes, as the ation ſhe was now entering upon 
was below all that her fears had cet ſuggeſted, 
© But theſe reflections were ſucceeded by then 
more reaſonable, and which indee! aTorded her 
a more ſolid ſatisfaclion: ſhe was going to le. 
fute the cenſures of an injurious world; t male 


| Gul innocence which had been ſo * tra- 
u0 
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duced manifeſt, in her. chearſul ſubmiſſion to 
poverty and ſervitude, at a time when a ſhining 
fortune was offered to purchaſe a change in her 
religious principles, and when perhaps a little 
diſhmulation, or a temporary compliance with 
her aunt's propoſals, might reſtore her to a rank 
in life ſuitable to her birth. | 
| The ſatisfaction ſhe felt from theſe pleaſing 
| ideas, diffuſed ſuch a ſerenity over her fair face, 
| as avreeably ſurpriſed Mrs. Willis, who had 
| waited her return with impatience, | 
Henrietta repeated to her the dialogue that 
| had paſſed between the two ladies with ſo much 
humour, and marked the pride of wealth, and 
| aukward affectation of grandeur and diſtinction, 
in theſe opulent heireſſes to the laborious gains | 
of ſordid thrift, and. perhaps ſucceſsful knavery, 
with ſuch delicate ſtrokes of ſatire as convinced 
MrzgWillis ſhe would not be an injudicious ob- 
| krver of the manners of thoſe whom it might be 
her lot to aflociate with, nor paſs through this 


new ſcene of life, without drawing improve- 
ment from it. 


The good woman was grieved to find that 
ſhe muſt loſe her ſo ſoon ; but, being fully per- 
ſuaded that this humiliating ſtep would termi- 
* in ſomething happy for her fair friend, fhe 
hoſed herſelf to part with her chearfully. 
| | It 
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It was agreed between them, that the cr 
Mr, Bale ſhould 'not be made acquainted wih 
any part of his fon's behaviour with regard » 
Henrietta, till his return from Hofland, when 
the whole affair might be laid carvlidly before 
him; and that the younger ſhould be d, tha 
ſhe was gone into ſervice ; but here, he was not | 
to be informed. 


The next day Henrietta, after taking a tender 
farewel of Mrs. Willis, repaired to her neu 
dwelling. Miſs Cordwain was juſt gone out to 
make ſome little purchaſes for the evening ; 2nd 
Henrietta, being directed to go into her lady's 
dreſſing-room, was met by her predeceſtor, who 
had lingered in the houſe to have an opportunity 
of ſpeaking t& her, that, according to the ge- 
neral cuſtom of ſervants, ſhe might prejucice her 
againit her new miſtreſs. 

From this girl, who wap not ſparing in et 
invectives, ſhe learned that miſs Cordwams 
temper, which was not naturally goo, was Uh 
tremely ſowered of late by a diſappointment in 
love; that the packer, her father, had been 
treating with a certain nobleman !0: 4 mach be. 
tween her and the nobleman's ce ien; but 
that it had been broke off, becauic the citizen 


had refuſed to lay down more than thirty 95 
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und pounds with his daughter, and the noble- 
man inſiſted upon forty; - { 


This little piece of hiſtory was followed by a 
© thouſand other family anecdotes; to all which 

Henrietta liſtened in ſilence, and was not ſorry 
nat the cenſorious waiting-woman, whoſe 
tongue had, during a whole hour, run with ſur- 
Epring volubility, was at length ſilenced by the 
arrival of miſs Cordwain 3 whole voice when ſhe 
Wheard on the ſtairs, ſhe took a haſty leave, and 
Petreated throꝰ a different door from that which 
ide lady entered. 


Mis Cordwain, as ſoon as ſhe ſaw Hen- 
Vetta, flightly inclined her head, in return to 
ter reſpectful courteſy ; and throwing ſome mil- 
enary triies upon her toilet, ſhe ſat down to her 
paſs, and ordered her new woman to comb her 
jar, ſhewing a fretful impatience at her hair- 
ſeller's long delay; for ſhe was to meet her 
ompany at nine o'clock, and it was now almoſt 
ur: ſo that the had good reaſon to fear ſhe 
pould hardly have time enough to dreſs. 


While Henrietta was acquitting herſelf han- 
h enough of this task, her lady took up a col- 
ion of longs that lay upon her table, that ſhe 
eh improve her mind while her body was 
ing; and after reading intently a few mo- 


ments 
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ments to herſelf, ſhe haſtily. turned over the 
leaves to a place that was doubled down, and 
began to read aloud a moſt piteous complaint of 
2 deſpairing nymph, whoſe lover had forfaken 
her for another : ſhe concluded this do!eful e ty 
with a deep ſigh; and repeating the burden of 
it, for men are as falſe as the changeable wind, 
« Henrietta,” faid ſhe, “ was you ever ©; 
cc love ?” | 

Our fair heroine, who underſtood this queſ- 
tion as a prelude to a confidence from her 
miſtreſs, was at ſome loſs how to anſwer it, when 
ſhe was relieved from her perplexity by thu ar- 
rival of monſieur Fineſſe, the French lan 
cutter. 

Miſs Cordwain, immediately dropping ber 
tender languiſhments, aſſumed a ſupercilious at; 
and, after haughtily interrogating the 1nge- 
nious artiſt for not coming ſooner, ſubmitted Het 
treſſes to his forming hands, a ſettled gloom al 
the time clouding her face : for whether it was 
that her glaſs, on which her cyes were intent) 
fixed, told her ſome unpleaſing truths, or (64! 
her gentle boſom heaved with ſome fecre! i 
content, but it is certain that every thing dit- 
pleaſed her; nor could all Henrietta obliging 
attention to the adorning her perſon d „a ſmile 
of approbation from her. 


iter 
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After five hours labour, however, the lady was 
completely dreſſed. Her father, who had not 
ſeen her ſince dinner, which ſhe had ſwallowed 
in haſte, having ſo much buſineſs on her hands, 
now entered the room; and liking the ſhewy 

appearance ſhe made, Why, Jenny,” ſaid he, 
« you are as fine as a ducheſs.“ 

« As fine as a ducheſs, repeated ſhe, pout- 
ing; and why not?“ 

Very true, girl,” replied the father, thou 
haſt that which can make ducheſſes: but, 
ſenny, I have ſomething to ſay to thee in pri- 
* vate ; ſo ſend your-waiting-maid away.” 

Henrietta immediately retired into her miſ- 
teſs's bedchamber; which being only ſeparated 

tom the drefling-room by a flight partition of 
Wanſcot, ſhe could not avoid hearing every 
tang that paſſed. | | | 
* 1 have had a propoſal made me this after- 
* noon,” reſumed the father, „and I came to 
* quaint you with it, Mr. Traffick has aſked 
du in marriage; there's immenſe riches for 
"You, girl: what lay you?“ | 
dure, papa,” cried miſs Corewain haſtily, 
ou have not given him any encouragement, 
habe you ? A fine match, indeed | ſo I muſt 
*s called plain Mrs. Traffick all my days, 
"id there's miſs Fig married to a viſcount, 
| | d and 
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© and has coronets upon her coach: throc weck: 
ago, miſs Haggle, the broker's daughter, 
became a counteſs ; and but this very morn- 
« ing I heard that the duke of Hazard is cout- 
e ing miſs Steam, our neighbour the ſoaphciler 
* niece, and ſhe has but twenty thouſarl 
5e pounds.—lI can't bear it; fo, I can't,” pu. 
ſued miſs Cordwain, burſting into tears, 0 
« ſee all my comrades at Hackney boarding: 
e ſchool married to right honourables, 411 
% am not likely to be even a paltry baroncts 

„wife.“ 

- Here her tears and ſobs ſuppreſſed any fa: 
ther utterance, and had ſuch. an effect upca 
the fond father, that he alſo was ready to cry; 

Don't break my heart, Jenny,“ fad te, 
half ſobbing ; „you know it is death to me to 
s ſee you fret and grieve yourſelf: are your! n} 
"<< only child? is it not for you that!] have bee! 
ce toiling and labouring for theſe forty years, 1! 
« early and down late, ſcraping a! I can 
© gether, gaining much and ſpendiug little, 
e and all to make you a peereſs of Great Bt 
«© and a peereſs you ſhall be; fo dont ci, 8 

„girl, and ſpoil your complex ion; neither neigh 
„ bour Fig, nor neighbour Hagglc 's dat bet 
„ ſhall be greater than you.” You ſhall het 


75 en Jenny, will that content 0 4 
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« will lay down che odd tèn thouſand, that the 
« ear] of — and I quarrelled about, and you 
« ſhall have his ſon.” | 
ee amobliged to you, papa,” ſaid miſs Cord- 
wain ; ** but—” 
+ Nay,” interrupted the father, „ find 
„ nothing will pleaſe you: you were crying juſt. 
now, becauſe you were not a counteſs ; and 
« when I tell you you that I will part with an- 
«+ other ten thouſand pounds, to make you caly, 
you come with your buts. 


* Why, ſuppoſe I am a countes, pal ' replied 
miſs Cordwain, „ will not miſs Steam be a 


* ducheſs, and take place of me? I can never 
* endure that.“ 


Wat ſignifies her taking place of you,” 
ſaid her father, „the duke's eſtate is not half 
* ſo good as the earl of ; beſides, you 
e refuſed a duke, you know, and you have often 
* told me that you like lord B better than - 
any man in the world, and how have you pined 
* lince the match was broke off !” 


„Well, I confeſs,” reptied miſs, * that I 
* do like my lord B--—-, and would rather 
* mary him than any duke in the land, pro- 
vided that little odious thing, miſs Steam, did 
not mary aboye me: ſhe to be called her 
| grace 


. ——— p o— 


"« viſe,” cried miſs Cordwain. 


bear the thoughts of miſs Stean's being In 2 
rank above her; and love and «n+ reil:d fuch 
tumults in her breaſt, as made her ieek 4 relit! 


grief. 


982 Wa [| 100 t ſwwal 
eſtate of two mortgages cht have amel 


4 HENRIETTA 
© grace at every word, while I am only lay 
„3; 1 ſhould die with vexation,” 

& Since it is ſo,” ſaid the father, 1 fl 
lay aſide my deſign, and make no advances 
to the carl.” 

And then his fon will mar” {ome boch 


„ What would the girl be at int-rrunted 
the good man, with ſome heat; if you wer! 
have him, need you care who has.” 

Miſs Cordwain now -burſt into a flood df 
tears: ſhe liked lord B „but ſhe cculd not 


in tears, | 
„I wiſh you knew your own mi::d, gu fad 
the father half angry, and half concerned at bet 


„I know my own mind well enough,“ ke 
plied miſs ſullenly : *I would mary [ord n 
and I would not have that proud minx be 1 
* ducheſs.“ | | 

„Take my word for it,” 1 ! 
of ſhe will never be duche(s of Hazard ; | 
« her fortune is not ſufficient to c/-47 e! 
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« Nay, then,“ interrupted miſs Cordwain, 
ho eagerly admitted an argument that ſet her 
mind at caſe, „I am ſure the duke will not 
bare her; for ſhe is ſo ugly you know, papa, 
« that nothing could charm him but her 
* riches.” 
« Well,” (aid che father, ſmiling with plea- 
* to ſee her in good humour again, Iam 
* (5 meet a friend of the earl's to-night; ſhall 
is affair be brought on * af 
As you pleaſe, papa, ſaid miſs Cordwain, 
putefying 3 „ you know it is my duty to be 
| edient,” 

* ye,” ſaid the good man, kifling her, you 
have always been one of the moſt dutiful chil- 
den in the world; and I will make thee a 
Flay, though J don't leave myſelf a ſhilling.” 
With this wiſe declaration he quitted the room, 
Wing his daughter in high ſpirits ; who, after 
We had called her maid to adjuſt whatever might 
anils in her dreſs, and taken a full ſurvey of 
rel in che glas, ſtepped into her coach, with 


de ar of a citizen who had a fortune of forty 
bouland pounds. 


CHAP. 


and his daughter; and as it was now become 


lion. 


mean is miſs Cordwain with forty thouſand 
pounds ! what narrow notions ! what fell 


deſpicable, when ſuch as miſs Cord wain des 
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CHAP: VI. 


Contains an incident which the ſagacicus reader 
has probably fareſcen. 


] | Enrietta, when ſhe was left alone, found 
ſufficient matter for reflection in the ſenti- 
ments and behaviour of this wealthy tradeſman 


neceſſary for her own peace of mind to rccoucil 
herſelf to the ſituation that fortune had placed 
her in, ſhe endeavoured to extract uicful leffons 
from every ſcene that paſſed under her obſerva 


Why have I lamented my povert; ? {aid the 
to herſelf ; riches neither give under?anding to 
the mind, nor elegance to the peiſon. How 


paſſions ! how ignorant, how contemptible ! oy 
All the advantages her large fortune proche 
her, is a title and a coronet: honours beg 


them! 
Let me thank Heaven then, made n 


father a younger brother; that he — 
V 
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virtues and elevated ſentiments of his noble an- 

ceftors, and wanted that allurement to upſtart 
| wealth, which might have given me a miſs 
Cordwain for a mother, and have deprived me 
of thoſe generous precepts, and thoſe bright 
examples, by which I have been taught to think 
poverty a leſs evil than diſhonour ; and that a 
peaceful conicience is cheaply purchaſed with the 
los of every worldly advantage. 


Theſe were her reflections, as ſhe afterwards - 
declared to her friend. It is not therefore ſur- 
priing that with ſuch ſentiments, our fair heroine 
found herſelf tranquil in her hufnble ſtation, and 
Unified misfortune by her graceful reſignation 
to ft. 

If the woman ſhe ſerved had had judgment 
enough to diſtinguiſh merit, and goodneſs e- 
nough to love it, Henrietta muſt have en- 
paved her attention and her kindneſs : but little 


minds like nothing but what reſembles them- 
ſelves, 


Mis Cordwain ſometimes condeſcended to 
ter into a converſation with her woman, but 
Ws quickly diſguſted with the difference of 
heit notions ; and what ſhe could not compre- 


lend, he either deſpiſed as folly, or ſuſpected 
b atifice, | | 


They 
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They were upon theſe terms when Mr, Corg. 
wain acquainted his daughter, that they were 
invited to ſpend a week at the earl of 's 
country-ſeat; for the conteſted ten thouſind 
pounds being granted by the citizen, the treaty 
of marriage was renewed; and this viſit was 
propoſed in order to bring the young people to- 
gether again with ſome kind of decorum. 

Miſs Cord ain, in high ſpirits, gave her wo- 
man notice to make preparations for this lite 
Journey ; which done, Henrietta went to take 
leave of her faithful Mrs, Willis, 

« What a triumph would mine be, :4id ſhe 
to her friend, if any of my relations ſhoul 
s happen to be at this nobleman's ſeat. and be- 
e hold me in the character of miſs Cordwain' 
<« ſervant !” 

. « You have done right, my dear,” replicd 
Mrs. Willis, “ to call it a triumph; for ſo in- 
<« deed it would be, the triumph of virtue over 
« pride and prejudice,” 

The good woman informed her, tht her 
guardian was in a very ill ſtate of health, and 
was gone to Montpelier, in conſequence of his 
phyſician's advice: that the young wan had 
been there to wait upon ber; and that when 
he heard of the reſolution ſhe had taken, he af 
feed to think himſelf extremely injured b bet 


con- 
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conduct, as it ſhewed the utmoſt contempt of 
his advice and friendſhip ; but it was ealy to 
perceive, added Mre. Willis, that there was 
more grief than anger in the reproaches he 
threw out againſt you upon this occaſion, He 
ſeemed much mortihed at my refuſing to tell 
kim where you was, but owned that his wife 
made him very uneaſy upon your account; and 
when 1 urged that as an argument againſt the 
propriety of your ſeeing him, his ſilence acknow- 
icdzed me in the right. 

Henrietta was ſenſibly affected with the news 
of her guardian's illneſs ; and, ſince his return 
was now uncertain, ſhe reſolved to write to him 
Immediately, and give him an account of all 
that had happened to her ſince he went abroad, 
fearing that unleſs ſhe explained the reaſons of 
der conduct, he might be prejudiced againſt her 
by her aunt's repreſentations of it. She would 
wt vive him any diſquiet, by mentioning his 


lon's behaviour, but left that to be unravell'd by 
time, 


Mrs, Willis having promiſed to get this letter 
aſely tranſmitted to Mr. Bale, Henrietta took a 
lender leave of her, and returned home. | 
The next morning very early, the coach and 
ſix was at the door; miſs Cordwain impatiently 
iepped in, for ſhe thought every moment an 
Vox. II. D age 


— 
— — . 


Ru 


* n — — 


— — 


— — 
— In 


WAS IS iO ů— —AÜ— woe rh . —_ 


30 HENRIETTA 


clouded at being obliged to wait a aͤK 


not be famiſhed by the way. For this purpoſe 


; . ; . 1 4 0 
rietta to get in firſt, that he might pate it 


age till ſhe ſaw her noble lover ain, He 
face dreſſed in ſmiles of pleaſing expe] ation, and 
her heart exulting with the confciou%-/; of le 
own worth, which, by her father's 4 
the diſputed thouſands, had receive? g 
ſiderable addition: but being, as I have before. 
obſerved, not very happy in the &:: | 

temper, this ſun-ſhine of ſatisfaction was ſoon 


for her father, whoſe Nlownels but 
her eager impatience. 

Indeed the wary citizen, havino willy con 
ſidered that they had a journey to perioem of 
leaſt -twenty miles, was buſied in packing vp 
ſome neceſſary refreſhments, that oy vg 


he had cauſcd a neat's tongue, f 51 
ger-bread, two or three pounds 0! 2/10! '5 40d 
raiſins, and a bottle of ſack, to be proviees; 
and he himſelf brought the beet whic!h the 
were depoſited to the coach, <:; ectine Hen— 


— 2 Wm Loa ſeat 
ſafely in her lap; which done, he stock s 
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ing off, they purſued their with 45 
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ſalisfaction, not having baited above three or 
four times on the road. 

At length the young lady's eyes were de- 
lighted with the proſpect of the magnificent 
vila, which ſhe expected one day to be miſtreſs 
of ; but her attention was ſoon called off that 
object by the preſence of her lover, who, being 
jolt returned from a little excurſion on hori?- 
back, alizhted as ſoon as he ſaw the eoach ſtop, 
in! advanced to hand his miſtreſs out. 

The young lord preſented his hand to miſs 
Cordwain with an air of forced gallantry; but 
happening to glance his eyes towards Henrietta, 
he ftart« back in great ſurpriſe, 

Mails Cordwain, vexed at the attention with 
which he gazed upon her woman, jumped out 
of the coach, before he had ſufficiently reco- 
vered himſelf to be able to offer her again 


mne hand, which, in his confuſion, he had with- 
drawn. 


The lady having on a capuchin, which ſhe 
had wore during the journey, unticd it, and, 
void it into the coach to Henrietta, bid her, 
in an imperious tone, to take care of it. 


This action and theſe words cave the young 
nobleman to underſtand that our beauteous he- 
tone Was actually the ſervant of miſs Cord wain: 
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a circumſtance which furniſhed him with nen 
matter for wonder; and indeed this e::-ounc; 
gave him ſo much perplexity, and a u 
engroſſed his thoughts, that the old +-: gelten 
(who enquired after my good lord and 545) 
lady's health, with as many bows and 'crope; 
as would have ſerved any trader to ex; 
acknowledgment to a cuſtomer whom he |: 
juſt impoſed upon) was obliged to re 
queſtions ſeveral times nw he could jrocur 
an anſwer. 


As for Henrietta, ſhe had, upon +: 
ſight of this young nobleman, whom e in- 
mediately knew to be the ſame peron wo 
lodged at Mrs, Eccles's, been under fc con- 
fuſion, leſt he ſhould accoſt her as an 
ance before the lady on whom "ep attended; 
but obſerving that from miſs "SOME 3's be- 
Haviour, he underſtood her fituation, and took 
no further notice of her than by a fg dance, 
which he gave her, full of paſſionate co cf! 
The was relieved from her fears, 2nd, 7ar iron 
being diſcompoſed at the character f!:c appeared 
in, ſhe acquitted herſelf of the little e ef 
her ſtation with the moſt graceful c#'- ; £55 
her lady her fan, received her comms, i 


gat con- 


with a little French trunk in her hand 


(41116 
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tained ſome laces and linen, followed her to the 
houſe at a reſpectſul diſtance, 


Lord B——'s emotions at this unexpected 
meeting with HenHietta, having now in ſome 
{roree ſubſided, he entertained his miſtreſs as 
they walked with his uſual.vivacity and polite- 
ne, but could not help often turning to ſnatch 
a look of her fair attendant, whoſe charms in 
that humble ſtation, a ſtation ſo unworthy of 
her birth and ſhining merit, acquired a pathe- 
tick power that melted him to a tenderneſs he 
had never known before. , 
| He conducted the lady and her father to the 
| apartment of the counteſs his mother; and, 
| taking the firſt opportunity to leave them, re- 
tired to his own, that he might be at liberty to 
reflect upon his adventure. 

To know that the woman, whom all his 
moſt diligent enquiries for ſo many weeks could 
"ever diſcover, was in the ſame houſe with 
um, was a circumſtance that afforded him 
infinite latisfaction 3 but he ſaw no probabi- 
ity om turning this circumſtance to the ad- 
vantage of his deſigns upon her. For, with 
what face could he plead his paſſion to one of 


er delicacy, while he was publickly addreſſing 
other? 


D 3 The 
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ſhe already deſpiſed him for the meanne!s of lt 


volence of fate, that united ſo many wutues and 
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The ſervile condition he ſaw her in was ; 
bar to his hopes. She who, with {ch yr. 
common attractions, could refolve to be poor, 
muſt needs be incorruptible. What a ure. 
ment could riches throw out for a „ man 
who knew no other pride but the pride ot 
virtue? 


He could not hope t to make an imprese 
upon her heart by the diſguiſe of honoaalle 
love. She muſt needs know the terms he + 
upon with miſs Cordwain ; and was afraid th 


a choice, | 

It was indeed ſtill in bis power to then 
ſuch obſtacles in the way of this match, 25 to 
defer, if not break it entirely, but he could net 
reſolve to make ſuch a ſacrifice tor ove ; 
would have married Henrietta wit a1 
Cordwain's fortune, and was amo 2 


* 
uſidered the 


violence of his paſſion, when he cen 
prodigious diſproportion between twenty nd 
forty thouſand pounds Vet moſt fincerz!y cid 
he wiſh his generoſity could have been 1 09, 
this trial; and, in the violence of s dre 1 
the apparent impoſſibility chat this fou “ 
happen, a thouſand times did he curie the male- 


graccs 3 
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naces in one lovely woman, and denied her 
wealth ; which however, by his preference of 
miſs Cordwain, he tacitly acknowledged was 
worth them all. 


A whole hour's labour of thought and reflec- 
ton, left lord B s mind in the ſame ſlate of 
anxious doubt and folicitude it was in when he 
fri! entered upon this examination of his own 
heatt; and all he could be certain of, in this 
| confulton of ideas and oppoling ſentiments, was, 
| that the unexpected fight of miſs Courteney had 
armed him more than ever; and following 
the impulſe of his paſſion, without knowing 
whither it would conduct him, or what it would 
:rminate in, he anxiouſly lay in wait for ſome 
pportunity of ſpeaking to her in private, which 
b bound when he leaſt expected it. 


D4 CHAP, 
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M EAN time our lovely heroine, who bad 


though he might well impute their m* 
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. YH 


In which eur herome again appear. 4 


Hooliſb. 


been received by the counteſs's Woman 
with prodigious ceremony, and had, during 2 
whole hour, liſtened with ſmiling atten: 0 
all the impertinences ſhe uttered, was at zngth 
relieved from the fatigue of ſuch a converſation, 
and, with a profuſion of compliments, con- 
ducted to a chamber contiguous to that of her 
miſtreſs. As ſoon as ſhe was left alone, l 
began to conſider how ſhe ſhould extiicate here 
ſeif from the difficultics her unexpectec 007 
with lord B had involved her in. 


Her delicacy was ſhocked at the | 
remaining in the houſe with a man 
made an attempt upon her honour, ©, 4/4) 
in the ſituation ſhe now was; a ſituation 
would ſeem to invite his future attac 


the fantaſtick effects of chance, ye: © vo» 
not fail to conſtrue her ſtay into a £404 = 


ragement of that paikon he had proiciice cit 
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her at parting, the diſhonourable purport of 
which was evident from the engagements he 
had entered into with miſs Cordwain. 


She reflected alſo on the cenſures under which. 
ker character laboured at preſent, and was juſtly 
apprehenſive, that when this part of her ſtory 
was known, the malicious world would not fail 
to inſinuate that ſhe threw herſelf into lord B—'s$ 
war, and the inferences that would be drawn 
ſom ſuch a ſuppoſed conduct, muſt needs be 
Moably ditaCyantageous to her, —ͤ— 


But, on the other hand, how could ſhe quit 
was Cordwain's ſervice ſo abruptly, without 
ging occalion for ſtrange conjectures, and ſet- 
vng the tongue of malice. looſe to aſſign rea- 


ons for her behaviour, very different from the 
ruth? 


ftlowever, the inconveniencies, which might 
attend this ſtep, were light, compared with 
woe ſhe foreſaw from expoſing herſelf volun- 
ary to the purſuits of a young libertine, whoſe 
ces un this Jaſt interview had ſpoke too plainly 
to lezye her in doubt of his ſentiments. 


— 


dhe therefore reſolved to go away the next 
Wy; and, as ſoon as ſhe was ſummoned to the 


Wt, acquainted miſs Cordwain with her in- 
nition, 


1 
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erk. 
Henrietta was a ſcrupulous obſerver of tun, 
and would not on this occaſion violate it, by 
forming any plauſible excuſe for her ſen de. 
termination; ſo that miſs Cordwain, in who 
breaſt the ſtings of jealouſy bad been rouzed by 
the paſhonate glances lord B had darted at 
her maid, began to entertain ſtrange ſuſyicions 
from ſo unexpected an overture ; and, in a ner 
emptory tone, demanded to know her rcafons 
for quitting her ſervice in ſuch a manner, 
Henrietta, with great ſweetneſs, a{lured her 
that ſhe did not deſire to be diſmiſſes in conſe- 
quence.of any diſcontent, but that the neceflity 
of her affairs obliged her to return immicdiately 
to town. 
« Your affairs!“ ſaid miſs Cordwain, with 1 
haughty ſmeer ; „ I vow it is mighty pretty to 
hear ſervants talk of their affairs, as if they 
< really had any concerns of more co ſequence 
«© than the duty they owe their principals, I 
* wonder you don't tell me you have hali a 
« dozen engagements in town,” purſued ſhe, 
laughing aloud ; “ fuch a ſpeech Would become 
« you mightily: but prithee, ga, creatures 
« pack up your rags in 2 ſheet of brow papts 
« grid take yourſelf away. I ſuppoſe vou batt 
&* ford out a new method of living, les mef 
« tifying to your pride of beggar!y gent tha 


(+ walt 


rr 


waiting upon a woman of fortune; and I 

« doubt not but you will be ſhortly ſeen flaunt- 

«ing it in publick places with a flimſy ſack, 

« a painted face, and all the trappings of your 
trade.“ 


To this coarſe abuſe Henrietta liſtened in 
ſlence, beholding her imperious miſtreſs all the 
ume with ſuch a calm, but ſteady eye, as called 
up a bluſh in thoſe cheeks which had been beſore 

| overſpread with a livid paleneſs. 
Not that ſhe felt any remorſe for the re- 
ptoaches ſhe had uttered, or was aſhamed of her 
| indecent tranſports, but Henrietta's ſoft compo- 
ſure, the dignity of her ſilence, and the ener- 
getick expreſſion in her eyes, ſtruck a kind of 
awe into her mean-ſoul'd adverſary ; and, inly 
ngng at the inferiority ſhe was conſcious of, 


lie be commanded her to be gone from her pre- 


e inſtantly obeyed, and, mecting the 
cunteis's woman as ſhe went out of the room, 
ite begged her to ſend a ſervant to the neareſt inn 
v hice a poſt-chaiſe for her, being reſolved to 
turn to London that very day. 

This well-bred Abigail expreſſed great con- 
ra that ſue was ſo ſoon to loſe the honour of 
ter company 3 and aſked, with an appearance 


Manxicty, if ſhe was not to return again ? 
11 D 6 Hen- 
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Henrietta replied in the negative, at wk; 


the other ſeemed wonderfully ſurpriſed, nah 
the was not ignorant of all that had paſted ! ba: 
tween Henrietta and her lady; for, hearing 
mils Cordwain's voice very loud, ſhe ha applied 
her ear to the key-hole, and needed no {urthe: 
information. 


Our fair heroine having evaded the artful 


- queſtions of this prying woman, and u- 


raged her reflections on her own lady, whom, 
in her general invective againſt the pride and ca- 
price of miſtreſſes, ſhe did not ſpare, told her, 
the would have the pleaſure of viewing the fne 
gardens that belonged to the houſe, bctore ſhe 
went away; and Mrs. Supple promiſed to join 
her, as ſoon as ſhe had executed the commilion 
ſhe was charged with. 

Henrietta according]y repaired to the: zardens 


full of refleQions upon the ſcene that had "Oy 


paſſed. She entered a little covered alen Hat 
led to a grotto, which ſhe had an SEW tion to 
take a view of; when, hearing the ſound of iteps 
behind her, ſhe looked back, ſuppoſing it wa 
Mrs. Supple ; but was not a little ſurpriſed te 
find it was lord B.—, who, ſceing he: croſs the 
terrace from his chamber-window, had followed 


her th ither, 


{3en- 
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Henrietta, rightly judging that this encounter 
was not meerly accidental, turned her ſteps 
from the grotto, and ſtruck into a leſs private 
walk. Lord B , perceiving her intention, 
croſſed immediately and met her, bowing pro- 
foundly low, and, with an air as reſpectful as 
if he was accoſting a ducheſs, enquired after her 
health, | 

Henrietta, not at all flattered by this inſtance 
of reſpect, which he, by whom it was paid, con- 
ſidered as an act of ſupererogation, and that it 
would affect her accordingly, returned his com- 
pliment with the moſt graceful eaſe; and, 
(miling, told him, he muſt not now conſider her 
as mils Courteney, but the ſervant of miſs Cord- 
wain. 

O that horrid aovellation | * cried he; 
* What violence did I not do myſelf to behave 
*to you as I did this morning ! But tell me, 
for Heaven's ſake, madam, what has occa- 
* lloned this transformation? 

„My aunt's continued diſpleaſure,” replied 
Henrietta; << your lordſhip has perhaps heard 
* What circumſtances my father died in : the 
* ſtation therefore in which you ſee me, ought 

not to be called a transformation; it is 


what I was born to, ſince I was born in in- 
1 licence, ” 


«1 
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<« I cannot bear to hear you talk thus, inter- 
rupted lord B 3 how could you think of 
« ſubjecting yourſelf to a condition o unworthy 
of you, when you knew there was g man in 
the world that would have died to {eric you "” 

I] am not of a temper,” ſaid Henrietta, 410 
& be eaſy under great obligations; an icrvitude 
* 18, in my opinion, leſs ſhocking than depen- 
66 dence.” 


« Why, do you talk of obligations,” {aid lord 
B— : love knows no property ; could you 
doubt that my fortune would be at your com- 
% mand. Suffer me, I conjure you,” purſued 
he, to ſnatch you from this unworthy ſitua- 
ce tion; can riches be better employcd, than in 


“ ſupporting her I love?“ 

„My lord,” interrupted Henrietta, her iace 
clowing with indignation, © this is an iofulr 
e could not have expected from one of you! 
cc rank and politeneſs: I am fallen very 10, 
c jndeed, when a man, who is upon the point 
& of marriage with another, dss u to Ms 
& of love.” 
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„a little conſuſed àt the 4 ; 
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« Very likely,” interrupted Henrieta; “but 

« it is ſuffcient for me to know, that the en- 
« gagements your lordſhip has entered into, 
leaves you not the liberty of addreſſing me in 

| « this manner: and I look upon the profeiſions 


ou make me as the higheſt inſult upon my 
„ diſtreſs.“ 


Lord B—, notwithſtanding he found in this 
ſullifiable haughtinefs the ruin of his hopes, could 
not help admiring a mind fo rightly turned; 


when condeſcenſion would be meanneſs. 


“ This is not a time,” ſaid he, to tell you 
ho far I am bound by thoſe engagements you 
" ſpeak of; but, whatever they are, they ought 

*not to deprive me of the happineſs of doing 
* you ſervice.” 


«I am obliged to you, my lord,“ ſaid Hen- 
ata; but, at preſent, the greateſt ſervice 
ou can do me 1s to take no notice of me.” 

In ſpeakirig theſe words, ſhe courteſied, and 
would have left him; but he, not able to part 
with her thus, ſnatched her hand. 


* You muſt not leave me,” ſaid he, „ till 


Jeu promiſe to give me an opportunity of 


healing to you more fully Ah, how I love 
uf eried he, gazing on her paſſionately. 
Again, 


humble with ſuch propriety, and proud only : 


«your aunt and you. You mult net, b» aden 
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46 Again, this inſulting declaration Inter. 
rupted Henrietra, pulling her hand ſicin bin. 
and giving him a look full of ſcorn and anzer, 
as the turned away. | 

« Hear me, madam,” cried he, purſuing ber. 
28 ſuffer me, in the character of your itiend, to 
6 offer you my ſervices. My mother was fir. 
«-merly acquainted with lady Meadows : if |; 
will be of any uſe to you, I will engage be: 
% to renew it, and offer her mediation bet 


you muſt not, continue longer in {o Hockng 
“m ſituation.” 

This propoſal, and the earneſt manner in 
which it was made, drew Henrietta's attention: 
angry as ſhe was, ſhe thought it meritcd a cil 
return. 

« Doubt not my lord,” faid ſhe, her cham 
ing eyes recovering their uſual ſweetneſs, © thi 
e ſhould be glad to conſider you it: the ch 
<« racter of a friend; and the offer you now mak 
« me is fo obliging, that I cannot ige nie wil 
hag ORs from telling you my reaſons for declu 
« ing it.” 

| She then, in a ſew words, acquainted bi 
with the purport of her aunt's letter {0 1 
« Such are the terms,” added ſhe, fe 
„which à reconciliation with m aw I 

I 
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« be only effected; therefore the counteſs's in- 
6 terpoſition in my favour, were ſhe diſpoſed 
«to grant it, would be of no uſe.” 

| Lord B——;, having before fully informed 
himſelf of every thing relating to miſs Courteney, 
yo ſooner heard that for ſo trifling a compliance 
s the change of her religion it was in her power 
o ſecure lady Meadows eſtate to herſelf, which 
te knew to be very conſiderable, than he thought 
it to alter his ſtyle, and declared that the affair 
tween miſs Cordwain and him was not carried 
far to take from him the liberty of following 
s inclinations, and of offering her his hand; he 
ged her therefore to favour him wich another 
terview in the morning, when he would ex- 
un himſelf further. 

lenrietta perceiving the counteſs's woman 
Moaching, and unwilling to leave him in 
Wt with regard to her ſentiments upon this 
propoſal, thus anſwered haſtily : 

„My lord, this can never be: there are 
many obſtacles againſt it ; you will find it very 
Wlacult to ſurmount thoſe your own family 
Wl throw in your way; but, ſuppoſe that 
could be donc, my ſcruples 8855 raiſe others 

ic eaſy perhaps to be overcome. 

e 1:ft him when ſhe had ſaid theſe few 

and went to meet Mrs. Supple, who 

| told 
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told her ſhe had procured a chile 
that it would be at the back-o2tc in 1-1; thy 
an hour; but, continued ſhe, ther 
confuſion within, have you ſeen YOu! Lidy'2. 
Henrietta told her ſhe ha nor. 
God knows what is the matten, 
Supple ; © the went into the garde: 
you as I imagined, and returne« 
„ nutes ago with a moſt wiath ful « 
her father and ſhe confabulated to. 
then went into my lord's drefling-renm ; and 
„Mr. Harris, my lord's gentleman. 
c that the old man feemed to bc vor 
Henrietta had no time to make on en 
upon what ſhe heard; 3 lor 2 ſervant tht moment 


2 


came to tell Mrs. Supple, that he 
him to look for her, ai 4 de fired that he v ould 
bring wis Cordwain's woman to ber aport 
ment. 

Henrietta, though a little ſurpriſed, fc!lowed 
Mrs. Supple with great chearfulnchb. who de 
fired her to wait in the anti- chamber, while {a 
went to acquaint her lady with her b. g e 
Where we will leave her for momen 
till the reader is informed of the accident Wi 
occaſioned this ſummons. 
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SHA. VIII. 


ich contains a curious dialogue between the earl 


aud the cilixen. 


\ ISS Cordwain, who in the notice lord 
1B — took of Henrietta, found matter 
ſuicient for jealouſy and uneaſineſs, entertained 
the moſt injurious ſuſpicions, when ſhe heard 
her woman's ſudden reſolution to return to Lon- 
on; and having driven her from her preſence 
u a torrent of abuſive language, vented her 
ee in tears as foon as ſhe was gone. 

ne reproached herſelf with her folly, in diſ- 
Ming her fo readily ; when, by oblicing her 
bly, ſhe might have gueſſed her deſigns, or 
teat have obtained a more certain knowledge 
ff thera, | 


Her - miſchievous imagination being now 
pon the ſtretch to find ſome expedient for pro- 
cling her departure, at laſt preſented her with 
M vhich ſhe reſolved to make uſę of. : 
Ne hid a diamond bracelet.; and then rung 
Rt dell for Henrietta, with an iutentionſto tell 
ö Bat ſhe could not find it, and inſiſt upon 
*Polucing it before the left the earl's, 


Mrs. 
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Mrs. Supple, who was that moment paſſing Ny 
by her apartment, and knew that Hentictts wi; 
not in the way, ſtepped in to know what ſhe 
wanted, Miſs Cordwain aſked for ner wont, 
and, being told that ſhe was g ng in the 
garden, haſtened. thither immediately, not more 
delighted with the opportunity ſhe now had d 
putting a ſtop. to her journey, than of afſronting 
her with the ſuſpicion of theft. 

As ſhe deſcended the terrace, her eyes wen 
blaſted with the ſight of her womas at 2 diltanc 
in earneſt diſcourſe with her lover, 

At this confirmation of her ſuſpicions, fie 
ran back like a fury into the houſe, and meet. 
ing her father, who had juſt left the ear! in bi 
dreſfing-room, told him, that they were invited 
onlysto be affronted : that Henrietta was lord 

| B-—s miſtreſs; that he had taken her out of het 
ſervice ; and that ſhe was going back to Lond 
that gery night at his requeſt. 

. "Phe old man, without ſtaying to enqui! 
8 or reflecting upon the extreme imp! 
bability of this ſtory, ſwore that never 4 104 
in the land ſhould uſe his dausbter % 4 
ſtrode pack to the earl's apartment, while mi 
Cordagain retired to her own, meditating Ven 
gean& on thoſe that had fo cruelly 10a 
her. 


Mi 
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Mr. Cordwain, who had promiſed himſelf to 
2ak to the earl in very high terms, was no 
(o-ner in his preſence than he ſunk into that 
lit 'enzſs, which meer monied men are fo con- 
lions of, with perſons of birth and politeneſs, 
lowerer, he aſſumed courage enough to tell his 
Jordſhip, that he had ſomething to ſay to him in 
Private, 


The earl, obſerving that his features were 
ted, was a little ſurpriſed ; but diſmiſſed his 
pentlemar; immediately, though he was not 
ute drefled, and then, with a complaiſant 
Jie, deſued the citizen to let him know his 
ommands. 


% am a plain man, my lord,” ſaid Mr. 
wWwain, “ don't underſtand fine com li- 
nents and breeding, though I don't want "for 
manners neither; — I am ſure I have always 
deen very civil to your lordſhip ; and I did 


wt expect that your lordſhip would have in- 


"ited my girl and I here to ſcoff at us. My 
lord, I can give my girl forty thouſand pounds, 
Wich is what few lords can ſay, let me tell 
ju that; and withal I am an honeſt zaan, 
tho 5 forty thouſand pounds more % my 


Pcket perhaps: but no matter for that z am 
faut proud of my riches,” 


5 »* 4 


As 


cc Mr. 
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Mr. Cordwain,” ſaid his 8 (wonder: 
ing to what this eloquent harrang:« tended) } «| 
6 hoog nothing has happened to give you an 
« diſguſt ; upon my honour, Ihe the highelt 
&« eſteem for you, and I think I give a proof of 
it, by being ſo deſirous of your azliance ; but 
Cc 1 am ata loſs 10 comprehend your meaning, 
«© when you talk of my having invited you * 
“% your daughter here to affic | 


o 
- „ # © '% 


% Cordwain is a moſt accompliſied your 


„ not to be as ſenſible as he ©! at ot 
© merits.” 

Indeed, interrupted Mr. Corn 
e daughter is in my eye a very comeiy 10% 
« woman ; and I will never give her t: 
«man, though he were a duke 5 p71 
e that would keep a miſtreſs unde 
one may lay.” | 

« You aſtoniſh me, Mr. Cordwain,” ren 
his lordſhip; „have you any reaion to 
& that my ſon is a libertine?“ 
770 My lord,” returned Mr. Co AWain, 8 
< no ſcholar, IL don't underfiant fie 
<< haye had learning enougbt oe 
«fads together, and tha. 5 AtHcicht 107 0 
ur lordſhip's fon may b2 2 
« what I can tell, that's neither heren 


— 
— 
* — 
— 
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& but Jam ſure he is a terrible rake: and what 
© tender father,” purſued he, almoſt in tears, 
« would marry his child to a rake, to haye all 
& the fruits of his toil and labour, for thirty 
« years and upwards, ſquandered away upon 

& lend women!“ 

„ute! Mr. Cordwain,” interrupted his 
lriſhip, with a ſterner accent, „you do not 
imagine my ſon capable of aCling ſo diſhonour- 
K zbly, his principles, Mr, Cordwain « 

*« Nay, nay, my lord,” reſumed the citizen, 
have nothing to ſay againſt his principles; 
* he is no Jacobite, I dare engage: but he is a 
* rake, my lord, that is my objection to him, 
* and rakes are very bad huſpands.“ 

My {on,” ſaid the peer, may have had 
me youthful follies; but J am ſure miſs 
* Cordwain's beauty and good ſenſe will fix his 
W heart,” 

* aud does your lordſhip really think my girl 
*adeauty?” ſaid the fond father, his eyes gliſten- 
ing with pleaſure. © Indeed I always thought ſo; 
* but fathers, my lord, are apt to be partial.” 

de is doth beautiful and witty,” replied his 


ordſtip, who found every excellence. in fifty 
Woulend pounds. | 


| 
| 
| 


T J. 1 TX 4 0 ; . * .* 
5 Nay, a3 for her wit,” ſaid Mr. C8 wain, 
an the veſt judge of that, who have ſeen 
8 & hor 


o 4. 


*© her growing up under my eye, g tog he 
learning ſurpriſingly, my lord, and by the 
<« time ſhe was ten years old, {hc gad read he 
« Pfalter quite through. Would it not griert: 
one then (continued he) to part with fuck a 
< girl as this to one that will ſli ght H and keep 
cc miſtreſſes ? 


* Do me the favour, Mr, Cord wein,“ f 
his lordſhip, „to acquaint. me w' th 50 
« ſons for ſuſpecting that my {or w 11 
< miſtreſs, though he ſhould be 0 b 0 
« have mils Cord wain for au 


0 Why, you muſt know, Ply 10! 
the citizen, looking extremely wi 
« have made a diſcovery ; ; and vo 
< tually carrying on an ries with my daughe 
<« ter's maid.” 

Sure this muſt be ſome miſtake,” cries t 
peer, | 

& No, no, my lord,” anſwe pred Cord in 
«.jt is no miſtake, I am very ſurc of it, 

cc And you have diſcovered th intrigue, Fol 
e ſay,” reſumed his lordſhip : pray beg 
. and by what means, did you der it! 

« About half an hour 80, 2 plied Mr Col a 
wain; © my daughter told nic of 7 


£4 On 
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« Oh ! then it was your daughter that diſco- 
« yered it,” faid his lordſhip, ſmiling a little at 
the 01d man's abſurdity. 

« Ay, ay, my lord,” cried he, conſtruing 
that (mile into an acknowledgment of his 
daughter's ſagacity. © I told your lordſhip ſhe 
« did not want for wit.“ 

But miſs Cordwain is certainly miſtaken 
« now,” ſaid the peer; * this is ſome pretty 
« fowardneſs, a love-quarrel ; depend upon it 
« we Mall Snd it ſo: however, I will talk to 
my ſon, and PH engage the counteſs to diſ- 
«* cour/e your daughter upon this matter. Come, 
„Me. Cordwain, we who are the parents of 
"theſe young people know their true intereſt 
better than they do, and muſt endeavour to 
" make up this little breach between them. I 
* will make an end of dreſſing, purſued his 
lordſhip, bowing low to the cit, „and join 
zou in the garden a quarter of an hour hence, 

ben] hope to clear up this affair to your la- 

* txfaCtion,” 

Mr. Cordwain immediately withdrew ; and 
tie peer having ſtepped to his lady's apartment 
„ acquaint her with this ſtrange ſtory, left it to 

to manage mifs Cordwain, and went in 
Qelt of his for, who, when Henrietta left him, 


retired to his ſtudy, and was revolving in 
Vox. II. ; E his 


— — 
* © — — — * * 
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his mind a ſcheme, which, by reconciling 
his intereſt to his love, would gratify all his 


wiſhes. 


CHAP. 


In which Henrietta has an inter (cc) with the 
counteſs, 


HE counteſs, like a diſcreet matron, was 

reſolved to ſee the young woman of whom 
miſs Cordwain entertained a jealouſy, that the 
might by wholeſome counſels fortify her again! 
ſeduction ; for ſhe ſuppoſed that this (ufpicion 
took its riſe from the girl's being pretey, and 
perhaps ſome little unmeaning gala of her 
ſon's, who, like all other young men, del 
beauty wherever he found it, 


She was willing alſo to know certainly Fu 
ther miſs Cordwain's fears were only imaginary, 
that ſhe might the better effect a rECONCHIAtiON 
between the lovers; for ſhe paiſionatc!y defired 
the completion of a match that would put her 
ſon into poſſeſſion of forty thouland pounds. 


When Mrs. Supple appeared in conſequence 
of her ſummons, and told her that Mrs: Hens 


rietta waited her ladyſhip's commands, the coun 
te 


19 
4 
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teſs aſked her what ſort of a young woman ſhe 

was! 

Mrs. Supple replied, that ſhe was an aukward 
fort of a body, mightily conceited of her beauty 
ſhe believed; and Heaven knows, added ſhe, 
ſhe has not much to boaſt of, 

« Well; tell her to come in,” ſaid the coun- 
tels, beginning to believe, from this account of 

her, that miſs Cordwain's fears were not without 
foundation ; for vanity, ſhe well knew, was the 
great underminer of chaſtity, from the ducheſs 
down to the chamber-maid. 

When Henrietta entered the room, the coun- 
teſs, who expected to ſee a very different perſon, 
was fo truck with her beauty and the dignity of 
her air, that ſhe roſe from her ſeat, and returned 
the graceful courteſy ſhe made her with a com- 
plaiſance that ſurpriſed her own woman, who, 
being ordered by her lady to leave the room, in- 
ſantly obeyed, but went no farther thin the 
door, where ſhe ſtood liſtening, and heard all 
that paſſed. _ 

* You appear to wy ſaid the counteſs to 

:nrietta, with an en zaging ſmile, “ to deſerve 

„ ſo little the ſuſpicions that are entertained of 

© you, that I really know not how to mention 


dem to you, though it was for that purpoſe 1 
en for you hither,” 


E 2 | Hen- 
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Henrietta was a little ſurpriſed at ti begin. 
ning ; but conſcious of the integrity of all her 
actions, ſhe was wholly free from any abe. 
henſions that could diſcompoſe her, 

f know not, madam (ſaid ſhe) the nz; 
& of thoſe ſuſpicions which I have incurred, by; 
&« I am very ſure I have no guilt to repro2c' my- 
< ſelf with, which ſhould make me fear to d 
ce the ſtricteſt ſcrutiny.” 

© Upon my word I believe you,” ſaid the 
counteſs, charmed with the noble confilence of 
her anſwer, and the graceful manner u which 
it was delivered; © and it muſt be my ons in: 
* prudence that has given occaſion tor Mr, 
& Cordwain's ſuſpicions.” 

The counteſs was too delicate to make vie of 
miſs Cordwain's name upon this occativn ; but | 
Henrietta in an inſtant comprehended the wee 
myſtery, and was now able to account for the 
injurious language that ady had given her. 

« Own freely to me, purſued the countets, 
| ſmiling, © has not my fon been a little trouble: 
ce ſome to you, and talked to you of ſore and 
cc ſuch idle ſtuff?” 

It is ſome mortification to me, mas 
replied Henrietta, bluſhing, ** to own that 
« have been affronted in the manner nta 


ertainy true 
„ ſhip mentions ; however it is certainly wie 
: 0 4 101 


dam,“ 
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« lord B — has thought me weak enough to 
« be dazzled with his profeſſions.“ 


« Then you have ſeen my ſon often,” ſaid 
the countels. 

Henrietta, who thought it behoved her to be 
very explicit on this occaſion, related to the 
counte's the manner of her becoming acquainted 
with lord B „ his concealing bimſelf in her. 
chamber, and bis behaviour afterwards. 


“did not know his Jordthip's name,” pur- 
ſued ſhe; © and though J often heard him men- 
"tioned at Mr. Cordwain's, yet as 1 had no 
e reaſon to ſuſpect that he was the ſame young 
„ nobleman, whom I had ſuch reaſon to avoid, 


made no ſcruple to attend miſs Cordwain 
« ther,” 


lam very much concerned,” ſaid the coun- 
ic's, * to hear this account of my ſon; it was a 
very tocking attempt. So you have acquainted 
* your miſtreſs with what happened? ? 


No, madam,” anſwered Henrietta, “ that 
was not neceſſary; but when I diſcovered that 
lord B — was the perſon who had treated me 
* lo freely, T defired miſs Cord wain to diſmiſs me, 


6 uk] did not chuſe to throw myſelf in his 
00 Way, ” | 


E 3 That 


— 


| 
[ 
it | 
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“ That was very prudently reſolved,” fad 
the counteſs ; „ and when are you to !cave mil 
& Cordwain ?” 

< Immediately, madam,” replied Ienrietts; 
„I have provided myſelf with a poft-chaiſe to 
© return to London, and I believe it is now 
de waiting for me.” 

“ Certainly !” jaid the counteſs (after itte 
pauſe) „“ this ſudden reſolution of you;'s malt 
t ſurpriſe miſs Cordwain, What did {he fay 
© when yeu acquainted her with it ?” 

ce She was extremely angry, madam, on! ud 
Henrietta, and faid many ſevere thin tn, 
« at which I was then aſtoniſned; 1: 
« Cordwain entertained any unfayourable lu 
ee picions of me, her behaviour may be 2c- 
„counted for.” 

<« Since you have not acquainte cr, '. 
the counteſs, with my ſon's rice ele 
« upon you, what reaſon could ſhe hav? to (ut 
t pect you? 

c know of none, madam,' 
rietta, except his lordſhip's {pecans to 17 
4e in the garden a little time ag e 
&© come to her knowledge.” 

% You have ſhewn fo much candor 1 TT 
{© anſwers to my queſtions,” reſumed the coun 


tell me 
teſs, „that I am perſuaded you wal telt u. 
DL ce ſtankly 


: 


7 
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« frankly the ſubje of my ſon's diſcourſe to you 


in the garden.“ 

« ] was born to ſuffer indignities, madam,” 
{44 Henrietta, her checks glowing with indigna- 
ont My lord B , though he muſt know 
that I was not ignorant of his honourable paſ- 
« fon for miſs Cordwain, yet dared to affront 
eme with the mention of his love.“ 

The counteſs was a little ſurpriſed at this 
ly, which eſcaped Henrietta in the warmth 
of her reſentment, when ſhe recalled to her re- 
membrance a declaration, which ſhe looked on 
+: the higheſt inſult, ſince lord B— was ac- 
quzinted with her birth. Had the countets 
known that it was the niece of the ear] of —, 
#ho expreſſed herſelf in ſuch lofty terms, ſhe 
would have admired that becoming pride, which 
ſlaggeſted them; but in the waiting-maid of 
mis Cord wain, it appeared abſurd and ridiculous, 
and ſhe was ready to ſuſpect her of artifice and 
eihmulation. | | 

But when ſhe caſt her eyes upon Henrietta, 
an faw the emotion with which ſhe was agi- 
tated, the deep bluſh that glowed on her cheeks, 
and the tears that trembled in her eyes, ſhe re- 
poached herſelf with the injuſtice ſhe was guilty 


aß, in ſo ſoon admitting doubts of her inno- 
cence. | 


E 4 Hen- 
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Henrietta, ſuppoſing from the file of the 
countels, that ſhe had no more fn t her, 
cou:tilied to her reſpe Afully, and was about t 
withdraw. 


66 You muſt not go,” faid that lady, in an 
obliging accent, < till I know whethe: i: i 
amy power to ſerve you. You have th:own 
te up miſs Cordwain's ſervice upon my ſon's ac- 
count, it is but juſt therefore that I ſhould 
* procure you another; if you are not idee 
e for, I will recommend you to my fl ker, ſhe 
« will either take you herſelf, or ſettle ou with 
another lady.“ 


The counteſs, in making this offer, had an- 
other view beſides ſerving Henrietta. Ste was 
not willing to loſe ſight of her, for fic rightly 
| judged that with ſo many charms in he perton, 
and an underſtanding far above what wir gene: 
rally found in perſons of her rank, this young 
woman was very likely to inſpire a falid pal: 
fion ; and ſhe dreaded leſt her ſon u be lo 
far captivated by her as to neglect the acvants 
geous match that was now oftered him. 

If ſhe placed her with her ſiſter, ©: with any 
of her friends, it would not be eaſy. {ic (ought 
for her ſon to get acceſs to her; or if He re{olved 
to continue his purſuit, his defigns, Wag 
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they were, would be known ſoon enough to be 
prerented. | 

Henrietta penetrated no further into the coun- 
tells ſentiments, than what ſerved to give her a 
hich idea of her benevolence. She accepted her 
offer with expreſſions of the deepeſt gratitude z 
2nd this the lady conſidering as a proot of her 
ſincerity and right intentions, ſhe, in the billet 
which ſhe gave her for her ſiſter, recommended 
ber in very obliging terms to her favour, 

Henrietta again politely thanked her, and, 
receiving the billet, upon which there was a full 
direction, he went out of the counteſs's chamber, 
with an intention to depart immediately, 

Mrs. Supple, whom ſhe found in the anti- 
chamber, informed her, that her chaiſe was 
waiting for her at the gate; upon which Hen- 
Vetta took leave of her, and deſcended the back- 
ſtics, but was ſuddenly ſtopped by Mr. Cord- 
wan, who had followed her, and, ſeizing her 
cely by the arm, charged her with having 
bed his daughter, 
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Contains a diſcovery which it is hoped the ali 


« diately reſtore the bracelet.” 


„ by this ſtrange ſuſpicion.” 


plied the old man, . unleſs you Wil 


CHAP. X. 


will not be diſpleaſed wit). 


6c O OD Heayen !” exclaimed Len ista, 
in the utmoſt aſtoniſhment. © what can 

« this mean 2?” 
<« Look you child,” ſaid the citizen, my 

& daughter tells me you have ſtolc  : dẽj 
<« bracelet: any body but myſelf wo... iwnd-jo1 
* to priſon directly; but I am tender hearted, 
<« and conſider, that though I could hung you 
« for this robbery, yet 5 would be poor ſatil- 
« faction for ſuch a loſs : therefore i: i compai- 
ce ſion I will ſpare your life, provided vou imme 


Henrietta had by this time collected her ſcat- 
Py 


| tered ſpirits, and comprehended the motive 0 | 


this malicious accuſation, 

dc May I not ſee miſs Cordwain, ar ſaid 
ſhe, in a compoſed accent; ] am | rotty i 
< that I can convince her ſhe wrongs e 


« See her ! what ſhould you ſee per for? 
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« hack the bracelet: you muſt not think to 
more her with your whining 3 her intreaties 
« ſhall not ſave you if you are obſtinate; fo 
© ook to it: but come, perhaps you will have 
* the grace to repent, and return the bracelet ; 
« come along.” 

Saying this, he pulled her up ſtairs, and led 
her, with no great complaiſance, into his daugh- 
ter chamber, who ſat exulting in her ſucceſsful 
miſchief, and the diſgrace ſhe had fixed upon the 
creature that preſumed to rival her: a bluſh hows= 
ever dycd her cheeks at the fight of Henrietta, 
who, with a look that at once expreſſed the 
hizheſt contempt of her mean accuſer, and calm 
confidence in her own untainted innocence, aſked 
ker how ſhe had fo far offended her as to make 
ber ſeek her life? | 

« Otfended me, creature!“ ſaid miſs Cord- 
van; * have you the aſſurance to imagine that 
am uneaſy becauſe— becauſe— You vain 
* ſaucy flirt who told you that I could be 
* jealous of you? And ſo you ſuppoſe— but 
6 you ſhall produce my bracelet.” 

„Ay, that ſhe ſhall,” cried the citizen; “ 1 
* with we were in town, I would carry her be- 
* torealderman Grey-gooſe immediately. Come, 

girl don't be a fool, but deliver up the beaver 

or thisis a hanging matter, let me tell you.” 
E 6 90 
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« Do you really propoſe, madam ?” ſaid He, 
rietta, looking on miſs Cordwain with a ggf 
contemprucous ſmile, © to 20 through With thi 
malicious accuſation ? and are you reſolved 
* perjure yourletf, and ſwear that I have got you 
« bracelet *!' 
* What does the creature mean interrupted 
miſs Cordwain, en., 
« My meaning is, ' ſaid Hemletta, © the 
<c your bracelet is certainly in your own nw e 
Id! « ſton ; and that you pretend to have lt it only 
| | to fix a ſcandal upon me.” 
1 O my God !” cried miſs Cord waiu, putting 
her hand to her head; “the exceſin e inſolene 
„ of this wench aflfects me fo, I 1 „1 {hal 
«* faint— Dear papa, let her go her bu 
& neſs, I had rather loſe ten bracelets han lute 

“ {ſs much uneaſineſs. Dear ſr, er ge, 
one time or other ſhe will meer . 
< ſerts. She will not ſtop att Ou 
„ ſomebody ele may bring her to 1 Wy 
*« have nothing more to do v 

« Bafe woman! cried Hemm 09 
WL choaked with rage. &« No, I will net take 
Mt s liberty you offer me: has our /aws, 11.75 10 

WH * no puniſhment for a calumny like this, . 
e ſtrikes at life as well as rcpunꝛ Ye 
„ ſhall be forced to prove your hangt, © 


= 
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« my fame ſhall be cleared to your everlaſting 


« confuſion.” 

Miſs Cordwain, conſcious of her guilt, and 
zpprehenfive of the conſequences of what ſhe 
bd done, knew not what anſwer to make to 
dis menace. As for the citizen, he ſtared with 
| tupid wonder upon the Injured fair one: for the 
extraordinary emotion ſhe was in, gave ſuch ve- 
hemence to her utterance, and ſuch fire to her 
eyes, that he even trembled, as if in the preſence 
bi me ſuperior being. But poor Henrietta, 
after this ſudden. fally of rage, found her heart 
þ oppreſſed with the indignity ſhe had ſuffered, 
at ſhe burſt into a violent paſſion of tears. 

Miſs Cordwain was ready to renew her inſults; 
when ſhe found her ſo mortified, and her father 
king recovered from his pannick, again urged 

er to reſtore the bracelet ; when a ſervant came 
and informed them, that dinner was going 
be ſerved, and that his lord and lady e 
tem in the dining- room. 

Mis Cordwain immediately obeyed the ſum- 

ons, for the dreaded the concluſion of this 
lair, When ſhe entered the room, the coun- 

6, who knew nothing of what had happened, 

eng her look very pale, aſked her, if ſhe 

s well? and lord B=—, who had pro- 

ee tus father to cure her jealouſy by redoubled 
Alli- 


« ſhocked with her blubbering.” 


“ this very morning, madani, * reptic: 
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aſſiduity for the future, approached. with 
well counterfeited tenderneſs, expreſſed his con; 
cern for her indiſpoſition, 


Miſs Cordwain, who had been by ber 
father that the earl earneſtly defi the mitch 
between his ſon and her ſhould go forward, re: 
ſolved not to protract it by any ſhe of reſent- 
ment at what was paſt, and therefore receive! 
his little aſſiduities with all the comp! doe ſhe 
was miſtreſs of; but defirous of m ng bin 
in the perſon of her who had ſo greatly attracted 
his notice, as well as to give him an opinion of 
the ſoftneſs of her diſpoſition, ſhe told him, that 
indeed ſhe was prodigiouſiy difcompoled; that her 
maid had robbed her; “and my father,” addel 
ſhe, © threatens the poor wretch with a proſecus 
ce tion, and I was weak enough to he excel) eh 


« Has your maid robbed vou; mi ſaid the 
counteſs, extremely ſurpriſed, 

She has ſtolen a diamond bracelet from me 
In if Coiv- 
Wain. 

<« Impoſſible !” cried lord E 
ſport that deprived him of =: conſideration 
mis Courteney could not ve ν e 3 
« thing mean or ſcandalous.“ 


in à an 


Thell 
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Theſe words were ſearce uttered, when he 

iſcovered and repented of his indiſcretion ; but 
it was now too late to repair it. 

« Miſs Courteney !” repeated miſs Cordwain, 
recovering from her ſurpriſe ; „Who is miſs 
« Courteney, my lord?“ 

The counteſs, perceiving her fon was embar- 
led, endeavoured to relieve him, by asking 
mis Cordwain ſome queſtions concerning her 
los; but that young lady would not be diverted 
irom her queſtion. 

« This creature has a variety of names. 1 
« ſuppoſe (ſaid ſhe) : ſhe hired herſelf to me by 
* the name of Benſon, and Courteney it ſeems 
i that ſhe has been formerly known by. Sure 
dave been very unfortunate to get ſuch a 
wretck to attend me. 

„Madam,“ faid lord B, again thrown 
uff dis guard by his indignation at hearing a wo- 
man of Henrietta's merit fo groſly abufed, you 
don't know who you are ſpeaking of ?” 

* Why, do you know?“ ſaid the carl to his 
bn, in an accent that ſhewed how extremely he 
s dilplcaled with his imprudence. 

* tes, my lord (replied he) I do; and ma- 

dam,“ purſued he, addreſſing himſelf to mils 

eh, am ſure you will have candor 
"Mouzh to excuſe my engaging with ſome 
| « warmth 


3 * — 
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« warmth in the defence of the »: 
© young lady, who 18 now you. (7 
you ſhall know that the is | 


« earl of ; and that it js hci 


© ment to the religion ſhe was : ht wp 
c which hinders her from eee a rey 
large eſtate, and makes it necc!!:ry for her to 
go to ſervice for a ſubſiſtence,” 

This account brought tears int the eyes of 


the counteſs, who ile: applaudee t her 


diſcernment in the favourable ſentimer's Nic con 


_ ceived for Henrietta before ſhe rw who te 
Was. 


The earl appeared moved, and was begin. 
ning to ask his ſon ſome qucitans concerte 
ing this fair unfortunate, When Cord 
wain fetched a deep figh, and e e 
chair, 

Rage at this diſcovery of her ru birth and 


extraordinary merit, and terror, 


dalous accuſation ſhe had forv-: 
ſhould end in her own diſgrace, | 
powerfully upon her ſpirits, tht #36 [ainte0 
away. 
While the 3 ſupported her, ford B.— 
rang the bell very deliberate!y or - I:f.ance ; and 
the car], not much concerned at an accident 


which he imputed to a jcalouſy that pore 
pa 30; 
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ton for his ſon, took that opportunity to re- 
ind him that it was his intereſt to improve the 
ſection this young woman had for him. 
The counteſs, who had in vain ſearched her 
bockets for a ſmelling- bottle, ordered a ſervant, 
ho appeared at the ſummons of the bell, to 
ring one off her toilet; when Mr. Cordwain 
itered the room, and, ſceing his daughter in 
hat condition, made but one {tep from the door 
p the place where ſhe fat, exclaiming, Oh 
my child, what ails my child? is ſhe dead? 
Dont be alarmed,” ſaid the counteſs, it 
is only a fainting fit, ſhe will recover pre- 
ſently.“ 
Lord B—, who was aſhamed to appear 
nolly ina tive upon this occaſion before his 
Kloned father-in-law, had preſence of mind 
hough to take a decanter of water from the 


fle- doard, and ſprinkle ſome of it on miſs Cord- 
in's face, | 


This remedy was applied fo ſucceſsfully, that 
be immediately opened her eyes, but the firſt 

ett they met had like to have cloſed them _ 
Nun: for her father, hearing a ſmelling- bottle 
faled for, remembered that ſhe always carried 
e or tuo about her, and, ſearching her pockets 
ih trembling haſte, pulled out, with a ſmell- 
$Mitle, the bracelet which ſhe had concealed 
| there, 
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Cordwain. Why then, to be i 


go. EE NRIET 
there, as a place where it was tele be mc# 
ſecure, being ſubject to no ſearch but her own, 
The old man made none of el jcfl-on 
upon this accident, which were o enough 
to every one elſe; but, perceix ing his dangbig 
was beginning to recover, prefer the brace: 
let, inſtead of the ſ\melling-bott:e t/ her, con. 
ceiving the former to be the bete titles, 


BY See, child 1 * cried he, A Tran 4 Tt, «| 


have found your bracelet— co, mut 


de be well now—1 don't wonder you v ere, 


Miſs Cordwain flattercd hericlf from the word! 
I have found your bracelet, that tor el hat 


had wit enough to fave her from ant reproecys 


by giving ſome favourable turn to: cover 
but in this ſhe greatly over-rated ue 
And where doſt think I four: 
purſued the old man: © even in thy own yp CKely 
& as all the company can Winnt. 

e Very true; faid lord B male 
ouſly. 


9 . FL. a4 gn 77 A. 
& Was it found in my pocket! late 
ſuro, ry 


5 it off with my 8g lov 2 this morni no, A1 10 for! 


ce jt: Iproteſt lam forry there has been 19 mu 
& noiſe made about it.” 
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« {tis a pity indeed,” ſaid the counteſs, “ con- 
idering who the perſon is that was ſuppoſed 
to have ſtolen it.“ 

« 0 la] papa,” cried miſs Cordwain, “you 
don't know that my maid Henrietta is diſco- 
$yered to be a great lady, Upon my word it 

b true, purſued ſhe, ſeeing him look fur- 


1 1 
SITS 
FLEET) 


am {ſorry to hear that,” faid the citizen, 
wbbing his forehead ; for if ſhe has friends 
vo will ſupport her, ſhe may commence a 
uit againſt me for Scandalum Magnatum, 
aud what a power of money may I loſe— See 
what comes of your heedleſinefs, girl. I pro- 
et 1 don't know what to do.“ 

Ine counteſs, though ſhe was vexed at the 
gin ſarcaſm of the daughter, was nevertheleſs 
dus of freeing the old man from his uneaſi- 


as well as to have an excuſe for viſiting the 
jued young lady. 


eney's delicacy will prevent her from ſeeking 
ay publick reparation for the affront ſhe has 


delay, d 


V, Uiliuade her from taking any reſolution 

0 pour prejudice,” 
1 B-—=, who was talking to his father at 
ald window, hearing this propoſal, ap- 
| proached, 


- OO T - ww 0 oo — „ 
Y ? . 
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am perſuaded (ſaid ſhe) that miſs Cour- 


life; but I will ſee her myſelf, and, if ne- 
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kindneſs. 


and filently withdrew. 
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proached, and, by a look Which! ho gay 


be th 
counteſs his mother, ſeeme t beſpeak her 5 
moſt tenderneſs and complaitance to the afided 
ſair one. | 
Mr. Cordwain thanked tc: to, 
« But, Odſo maden.“ 
ſtopping her as ſhe was 
& your ladyſhip's pardon, vou nm. he 
up with you,” continued he, Jing in! 
pockets, and at laſt pulling ir t © for wbt 
J came down, I locked the door fot 
ﬆ« bird ſhould fly away.” With the word 
he gave the counteſs the key, filing and nid. 
ding his head in applauſe of his own ſagacity, 


The counteſs was extremely ſhocked to hear 
of this new indignity which the poor young 
lady had ſuffered, but ſhe diemb!..| her concern 


Lord B again ſtole to 2 window to kid 
his emotions; and the earl, though greatly al 
guſted with the behaviour of both father and 
daughter, yet approached them 4 ory 
fant air, and congratulated the on dle 
covery of her jewel. 


Thus did theſe noble peri6n: :ccomiol 
themſelves to the manners of thoſc hon they! 


ſecret deſpiſed; and, for the ſakc of a few "_ 
ou 
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puſands, ſhewed the utmoſt ſolicitude to aſſo- 
ute plebean meanneſs in the honours of a noble 


nceſtry, and to give title, rank, precedence, 
one who would diſgrace them all, 


CHAP, II. 


Henrietta returns to London, 


| HE counteſs, who was greatly affected 
with the cruel uſage Henrietta had re- 
wed, could with difficulty reſtrain her tears 
hen ſhe entered the room where the fair pri- 
er was confined : that air of diſtinction which 
had obterved in her before ſhe knew her 
b, ſeemed now more remarkable, and made 
e humiliating condition to which ſhe was re- 
cd, a ſubject of painful reflection to lady ——-», 
lv approached her with a look of tenderneſs 
l pity, and, taking her hand, 


*1 ſcarce know how to ſpeak to you (ſaid 
Ide) about an affair that miſs Cordwain has 


Much more reaſon to be aſhamed of than YOu. 
Plc has found her bracelet.” 


enrietta was a little ſurpriſed at the kind and 
RY Manner in which the counteſs accoſted 
| her; 


did her in condeſcending to bring til gte 


& mily, nor of your motives for ubm itting tog 
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ber; but ſtill preſerving that diſtant rope 
which was due from the character the had of 
ſumed to a lady of her rank, urteſed pn 
foundly low, and thanked her for the honour th 


piece of news herſelf, 
« I muſt tell you alſo,” {: the countes 
de that I am not ignorant of vur name and fa 


ce toſervice; forwhich you deſerye to be cen 
and admired by all the world. ic was my 
that betrayed your ſecret,” , the lad 
obſerving that Henrietta looked 141 = 1 
& will not aſk you now how you came to int! 
him with it, ſome other time fall, i of 
<« pleaſe, tell me all your ſtory, ; ave now d 
s leiſure to aflure you, that an your inet 
& friend, and that I will ferve vo 11th allt 
<« intereſt I have in any way you {hall detire,” 

Henrietta, after making a proper acknow!ed 
ment for this kind declaration, told the counts 
that being determined to continue the way 
life ſhe had entered into, till her recations 
themſelves thought proper to ald » it, the recat 
mendation her me had given her te 
ſiſter, was the greateſt ſervice ſhe could pol 
defire, and would be cver molt oratetut 


bered. 


ly {9} MC 
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« ] admire your reſolution,” ſaid the counteſs ; 
« hut I am grieved to think you ſhould be in a 
« ſituation ſo unworthy of you; ſomething muſt 
« he done to extricate you from it.“ 

« ] beg, madam,” ſaid Henrietta, “ that your 
« |adyſhip's kind concern for me may not lead 
& you to take any ſteps in my favour with my 
relations. No; purſued ſhe, with ſome 
warmth, „their unnatural behaviour to me de- 
6 ſeryes the neglect I ſhew them, -in not ſolicit + 
& ing their aſſiſtance. I have already got over 
e al] thoſe little paſſions and prejudices which 
* might hinder me from being eaſy with my 
* humble lot; and I freely confeſs to you, 
* madam, that I find a ſecret pleaſure in the 
thoughts of mortifying the pride of my lord 
, when ſome accident (for an accident it 
* muſt be) ſhall ſhew him his niece in the quality 
" of a ſervant. | 
*« Conſent at leaſt,” ſaid the counteſs, „ to 
my acquainting my fiſter with your birth, 
"that ſhe may endeavour to place you in ſuch a 
manner as will be moſt agreeable to you.” 

do not wiſh, madam, to be known to the 
* perſon J ſerve,” replied Henrietta; “ and 1 
F deſire to have no other conſideration ſhewn 


Fam placed in ſhall merit.“ WI 
| | «© Well, 


me than what my behaviour in the ſation I 1 


— — — — — - * 


Hwa, to gs. 
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„ impriſonment is at an end, I will, with yout 


« fake,” ſaid ſhe, giving it to \;cnniet(s * the 
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Well,“ ſaid the counteſs, it ſhall be x; 
ce you would have it; but I cannot expreſs 
« you how much I eſteem and dite you= 
« You may judge of my good opinion of you, 
« when I tell you, that as to whit :cgards my 
< ſon's paſſion for you, I depend entirely upon 
« your candor and generofity. You know our 
ct yiews for him; and this is al! I fall ſay,” 

“ am obliged to you, madarn,” ſaid Hen- 
rietta, for the confidence you repoſe in ne; 
& will endeavour to deſerve it, And now, 
* madam,” purſued ſhe, ming, © fince my 


« ladyſhip's permiſſion, ſet out immediately for 
« London ; the chaiſe I had hire is, I ſuppole, 
<« ſtill waiting for me. I hope to have the ho- 
<« nour of preſenting your letter to C—= 
« to-morrow or next day at farthe't.” 

« Take my kindeſt wiſhes along with yo, 
faid the counteſs, kiſſing her, and taking 40 
mond ring from her finger : « wear this for m 


<« intrinſick value of it is but 1 but I hop 
2 you will conſider it as a mark ©! my citeem 0 
* you.” 

The counteſs went out of ins 700 
as ſhe had ſpoke thete words, i. 


red and 2 
extremely affected with ber xi: ness i, 
0tad 

I 


, 
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obſtacles to her journey being now removed, ſhe 
haſtened to the gate, placed herſelf in her poſt. 


| chaiſe which ſhe found waiting, and in a few 
moments was out of ſight, 


Mean time, the counteſs returned to her com- 
pany, and told Mr. Cordwain, ſmiling, that he 
had nothing to fear from Henrietta's vindictive 
tfolutions. Upon which, miſs Cordwain ſaid, 
ſhe would go up to her, and make her an apo- 
logy for what had happened; but dinner was that 
moment ſerved, which made it not neceſſary for 
the counteſs to tell her that Henrietta was gone, 
n order to prevent her intended civility : but s 
bon as a proper opportunity offered, ſhe took 
gre to let the young lady know, that her ſuſpi- 

ors of Henrietta were very ill grounded; that 

de was perfectly virtuous ; and likely to remain 
n the obſcure condition of a ſervant, unleſs her- 
Reations, who were perſons of rank and fortune, 
Bouzht proper to do ſomething for her. 


the added, in order to remove all her uneaſi- 
b, that ſhe had recommended her to a lady 


alt ſhe could do for a young woman of her birth, 
uch unhappy circumſtances, 


Mt the counteſs had done ; being perſuaded, 
Vor. II. 5 


bo would procure her a place, which was the 


Miss Cordwain was very well ſatisfied wih 


that 
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that ſince ſhe was ſo deſirous the aty between 
lord B and her ſhould go for, thit he 
would take care to hinder any thing from hay- 
pening on the part of Henrietta, that might 5/4 
her cauſe for diſguſt. 

But poor lord B was in a truly pitiable 
ſituation : he was in love with ©: rerſon of 
Henrietta, and the fortune of mi Corawain; 
and theſe different paſſions by turns equally no 
ſeſſed him, fo that it was impoilible for him to 
form any fixed reſolution. 

When he reflected on the f advantages 
that would accrue to him from a marriage with 
the packer's daughter, ſuch as being enabled to 
play as high at Arthur's as my lod —; ! 
bring as many race-horſes to New-Market a5 
to have as ſplendid equip: zcs as the carl 
of „and ſeveral others, which make ti 
envy and emulation of many of our preſent ra 
of nobles, he was ready to ſacrifice his inclin 
tions to motives ſo juſt, ſo reatonable, ſo mer 

torious. 
But when the image of Henrietta roſe t91 
thoughts; her perſon ſo lovely, her manner 
elegant, her birth not beneath his own, ber y 
ſo eminent; how could he think of putting 
a treaſure out of his reach, by marrying herd 
picable rival ! And indeed, fo juſt were his notl 
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of this treaſure, and ſo high his value of it, that, 
| provided any method could be found to reconcile 
her to her aunt, and ſecure to her the ſucceſſion 
of her eſtate, he would willingly have renounced 
his pretenſions to miſs Cordwain, and have mar- 
ned Henrietta; though her fortune, as heireſs of 
lady Meadows's eſtate, would be {ome thouſands 
les than miſs Cordwain's, 

Such a proof of diſintereſtedneſs, he thought, 


muſt needs be very grateful to a young woman of 


Henrietta's fine underſtanding and enlarged fcn- 
timents; and, having brought himſelf to this 
point, his next care was to procure a private in- 
| terview with her, that he might acquaint her 
with his deſigns, and engage her concutrence 
with them. 

But this ſcheme being defeated by her ſudden 
departure, which he learned from his mother, 
he was plunged into new perplexity and uneaſi- 
nes. He asked the counteſs, with an air of in- 
lifference and unconcern, where ſhe was gone, 
ad now ſhe intended to diſpoſe of herſelf ? But 
but diſcerning lady, who obſerved his ſudden e- 
motion at the news of Henrietta's departure, 


Eling him, that ſhe ſuppoſed ſhe would again 
80 to ſervice.; for ſhe ſeemed to have no expec- 
ations of any favour from her relations. 


F 2 Lord 


would give him no other ſatisfaction than 
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wain, becauſe in her fortune he would always 
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Lord B-—, after a little reflection, con. 
forted himſelf with a hope, that ſome accident or 
other would again throw her in his way ; and 
that the diſguſt ſhe muſt neceſſarily entertain, to 
a way of life ſo unworthy of her, would induce 
her to embrace his honourable propoſals: for 
ſuch he conceived them to be, fince all the facri- 
fice he ſhould expect from her, was a tempo- 
rary compliance with her aunt's inclinations with 
regard to religion: but however, he thought it 
would be prudent not to break oft with miſsCord- 


find wherewithal to comfort himſelf, if he was 
diſappointed in his love. 
In purſuance of this wiſe reſolution, he be- 
haved in ſuch a manner to that young lady, 2 
gave her no cauſe to be diſpleaſed with him ; 0 
that every thing in this noble family, nd thei 
deſigned allies, was upon the fame {voting as bc- 
fore Henrietta, with miſchief-making, veaut?, 
came in the way. 


H EN. 
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BOOK TuT FouRTH. 
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ftheits have been but rare, ſince Nature's Lirth; 
TH naw ſbe. at heiſts ne er appenm d on earth. 

Ve men of deep reſearches, ſoy, whence ſprings 

tins derins charger in timorous things ! : 
Wor fart at feathers, from an inſets fy, 

1 match for nothing but the Deity. 


YouNnG's UNIVERSAL PASSION, 


EAN time our fair heroine, having per- 
formed her little journey without any un- 
fortunate accident, arrived late in the evening 


the houſe of her friend Mrs. Willis, who, in 7 
ber aſtoniſhment at her ſudden return, aſked her i} 4 
i hundred queſtions in a breath. 4 

Henrietta fatisfied her eager curioſity with 4 


\ leine detail of all that had happened to 1 
F 3 A her {| ö 
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her that day, which had indeed been à er: 
buſy one. | 

The honeſt heart of Mrs. Willis was 
affected with the different parts of +: {4 
She wept for her ſufferings : ſhe execrated the 
malicious miſs Cordwain ; ſhe praiſed the coun- 
teſs; and was exceedingly ſolicitous about e 
purport of lord B——'s deſigns, which, from 
what ſhe had heard of his behaviqur, appene! 
to her very myſterious. But Henrietta, vl.) 
had a thorough contempt for that young bort, 
deciared, that although he ſhould break with 
miſs Cordwain, and addreſs her upon 094i 
ble terms, yet ſhe could not bring her l 
approve of him. 

„He is mean (ſaid ſhe) and Gordia in hi 
« temper. His principles are bad: he is 2 0, 
« but he is not a gentleman ; and ] am furs 
« could never eſteem him. Beſides ihe cout 
e teſs, who is more alarmed about the fentt 
„ ments he has for me than I think ſhe as 79 
4 fon, depends upon my honour not to ccc. 
rage any overtures from him, and 1 will nt 
< abuſe her confidence. 
elt is eaſy (purſued ſhe, ſmiling) to be 
« when our own inclinations do not oppoſe 
4 ſhall pretend to no merit in makitg this 


'* critice, if ever it be in my power to m3 Kell 
| « he 
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« hecauſe in reality it will not be a great one. If 
« riches and ſplendor could havemade me happy, 
„would have married fir Iſaac Darby; for it 
eas not his age that I objected to moſt, but 
« thoſe qualities and manners which made his 
« age contemptible,” 

« But, ſurely, my dear,” ſaid Mrs, Willis, 
« your gratitude would be engaged, ſhould lord 
„3, in the preſent inequality of your cir- 
e cum{tances, make you an offer of his hand,” 


Not at all,” replied Henrietta, with ſome 
warmth : no man has a right to the love or 
« eſteem of a woman on whom he has enter- 
© tained diſhonourable deſigns, and, failing in 
« them, offers marriage at laſt. The lover, 
* who marries his miſtreſs only becauſe he can- 
* not gain her upon eaſter terms, has juſt as 
* much generoſity as the highwayman who 
* leaves a traveller in poſſeſſion of his money, 
| © becauſe he is not able to take it from him.” 


„Well, well, my dear miſs,” ſaid Mrs, 
Wills, ſmiling, “ I can collect this at leaſt 
tom the nice diſtinctions you make, that 
Jour heart is abſolutely free; you would not 


© reaſon ſo well, were there any ſecret paſſion. 
win the caſe,” | 


1 2 U 
5 


e a9 
— 
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<< Surely,” replied Henrietta, you do hh, 
imagine that I ſhould become leſ delicate in 
** my notions far being in love: that pſi, 
* like ſome plants, derives its qualities fron the 
ſoil it grows in; for um, in lord 3—, 
« it is mean, ſelfiſh, wavering.“ 


And what would it be in you ?” interrupted 
Mrs. Willis. 


Ah! no matter,” cried Henrietta; & lag 
not in love yet, and never will be with 2 man 
*© who has ſuch ſentiments as lord 3 ; hs 
mY had beft be conſtant to miſs Cord a uin. 
bean lords and the nobility of the Hop aud 
*« warehouſe are equal matches.” 

To this remark Mrs. Willis, who u plcaled 
with the vivacity of her fair friend 125 oniy 
with a ſmile : for ſupper was now reed upon 
the table 3 and, as (he knew Her:ictts Bad not 
dined, ſhe was extremely folicitous to bet 
eat, and with the ſame mater! fondnels huts 
ried her ſoon to bed, that ſhe might recover the 
fatigue ſhe had ſuffered during hed Jay 

The next morning at eleven Glock, 04 
fair heroine ſet out in an hackney-coach ft 
— ſquare, where lady D-— {4% 0 
whom ſhe was to deliver the recommeudatoſ) 
letter which the counteſs had given hel, 


d, 
1. 4 
Fle⸗ 


The 


HENRIETTA. 105 
The lady was at her toilet when ſhe read 
her ſiſter's letter, which Henrietta had ſent in 


to her, and immediately ordered her admittance, 
Surpriſed at the elegant figure which met her 


eyes in the glaſs upon our fair heroine's entering 


the room, ſhe haſtily turned her head, and gazed 
on Henrietta ſo intently, that ſhe bluſhed; 
which lady D—— obſerving, obligingly deſired 
her to ſit down, and ſaid, ſhe would talk to her 
preſently. _ 

Henrietta modeſtly placed herſelf at a diſtance, 
but ſo luckily for the lady's curioſity, that ſhe 
could have a full view of her in her glaſs, with- 
(ut renewing her confuſion, 

My fiſter,” ſaid lady D——, breaking ſi- 
{2nce at laſt, “has mentioned you very advan- 
* tzzcouſly, Mrs. Benſon, I wiſh it may be in 
* my power to ſerve you.” | 
Henrietta bowed 1 
* You are very young,” purſued the lady; 
* | ſuppoſe miſs Cordwain's was the firſt ſervice 
"jou ever lived in?“ 

\t the word Service Henrietta bluſhed again; 
jd indeed the lady did not pronounce it with- 
it ſome heſitation, for having a ſenſible and 
Kenudus mind, ſhe felt the impropriety of the 
m When uſed towards a perſon, who, not- 
F 5 withſtanding 


ſelf, but anſwered in ſuch a manner, as, with- 
cout ſatisfying the lady's curioſity, gave herz 


room, and aſked her mamma, if ſhe dee 


the lady told her, with a benevolent ſmile, that 
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withſtanding the humility of her deportmen, 
had a dignity in her looks and air, which cop. 
manded reſpect. She took notice of this eng 
tion, and the more becauſe ſhe faw it 'endea. 
youred to be ſuppreſſed; and being deſirous cf 
gaining ſome further knowledge of her, ſhe aſkel 
her a hundred little queſtions, which ſhe thoucke 
would lead her to an explanation of her cum. 
ſtances. | 


Henrietta avoided making a diſcovery of her. 


very good opinion of her candor and her fn 
but ſhe was particularly ſtruck with the 21:ceul 
eaſe with which ſhe talked ; and obſerved ſucha 
perfect politeneſs in her manners, as perſuades 
her ſhe was born in a much highcr rank than 
her preſent ſituation allowed the probability cf 


Lady D 


8 daughter now entered me 


hear her take a leſion from her finging-male! 
that morning ? | 

The lady ordered the maſter to be dn 
upon which Henrietta roſe up to go aw); bat 


ſhe ſhould ſtay and hear miſs D — pern 
and deſired her to reſume her ſeat. 
: | While 


2 
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While the young lady was finging, lady 
D kept her eyes fixed on Henrictta's face, 
and, from the ſweet expreſſion in it, collecting 
that ſhe had a taſte for muſick, aſked her, if 
ſue had ever been taught ? 

Henrietta, though not willing to make a dil- 


| play of talents which were not neceliary to her 
prelent condition, yet owned, that fhe had a 
 litle knowledge of muſick. 

Lady) — immediately deſired to hear her 
fg, and the young lady at the ſame time pre- 
| ſenting her guitar to her, ſhe was obliged to 
comply, Her air, her attitude, the exquiſite 
gtace with which the touched the little inftru- 
ment, the ſweetneſs of her voice, and the ſen- 
ſbility in her fine eyes, charmed lady B, 
who was an enthufiaſtick admirer of the art, ſo 
that ſhe cried out in a kind of tranſport, << Mr, 
« Minime ! would you not be proud of ſuch a 
© ſcholar?“ | 

Madam,“ ſaid the maſter, bowing, „ the 
dung gentlewoman has a very pretty voice 
and manner, to be fure : but if miſs D 
* applies cloſely to muſick for {even or eight 
*z ars longer, and does not ſuffer her mind to 
be litraRted with the ſtudy of other ſciences, I 
* ſtall have more reaſon to be proud of my. 
*Kholar than any maſter in the world.” 


F 6 This 
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This ſpeech forced a ſmile from Henrietta, 
who the third time roſe up to be cone, upon 
hearing a female viſiter announced; but lady 
D——, conceiving that ſhe was not obliged to 
a ſtrict obſervation of ceremony with the pet. 
ſon that was now entering, again inlifted upon 
Henrietta's ſtaying, telling her, ſhe had thought 
of ſomething for her; and that ſhe would ac- 
quaint her with it as ſoon as the lady was 
goes | 

Henrietta had but juſt time to expreſs a orate- 
ful acknowledgment of her kindne(s, when the 
viſiter was introduced. She was a woman of 
a mean aſpect, but had a great deal el 
fufficiency in her air. After the uu compil- 
ments were over, ſhe threw herſelf into an ea 
chair, and examined Henrietta with ſuch extreme 
attention, that ſhe bluſhed. 

The lady „ Who took conſequence to here 
from the power of throwing an ingenuous mins 
into confuſion, finding that Heprierta was op- 

preſſed by her looks, gazed at ber the more ear- 
neſtly: and having indulged herſelf ſeveral mi- 
nutes in this exertion of her ſuperiority, thought 

it was now time to make the poor balhful girl 
fare in her turn, and began to diſplay her wi 


, f 
and learning ; the former in an inundation 0 
voids 
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words that ſwallowed up her meaning, and the 
ater in French words and phraſes, brought 
in to ſupply the deficiencies of her own native 
tongue, | 

Lady D——, who was uſed to divert herſelf 
with the ſingularity of this woman's character, 
it-ned to her with complaiſance. But Hen- 
netta, who began to conceive a very mean opi- 
nion of a lady who ſeemed to value herſelf ſo 
hizhly upon the knowledge of a language, which 
vas now become a part of every cobler's daugh- 
ters education, beheld her with an indifference 
that ſenſibly wounded her pride, and made her 
dare recourſe to other methods to impreſs her 
prodigious conſequence upon her; and ſince 
ſhe could not make her ſtare at her learning, 


ſhe was reſolved to make her wonder at her 
pitciples. | 


« You know, lady D—- (ſaid ſhe abruptly) 
Ido not often go to church.“ 


Ilnow it, and I am forry for it,” replied her 
ldyſhip, by 


pon my word (faid ſhe) I have too wh 
"reverence for the Deity to go to a place where 


"it is ten to one but [ ſhall hear him blaſ- 
„ phemed. | 


Hemn- - 
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Henrietta now began to ſtare indeed, The 
wonderful lady proceeded, 
« I never pretend to deny that | an x 
c deiſt.” 
« You muſt pardon me, Mrs. e. 
terrupted lady D——, if Iten that! 
really think you often declare that cry n1p7o- 
be perly ; I have heard you ſay iv b:(orr row 
children and ſervants,” | 
«© Madam,” replied Mrs. ——, * 
© care that my ſervants ſhall not think me an 
« atheiſt. They know my ptiinc!; 
« they know I am a deiſt; they base! 
te me declare that I believe there is ar [:1t 185 
© cauſe which governs the World a ca 
« rules. As for moral attributes, tete is 00 
« ſuch thing; it is impious and abturd to ſup- 
« poſe it. The arbitrary conſtitution oi thing 
<« in the human ſyſtem produces hep? and 
" miſery ; that is to ſay, miſery ind happines 
« js productive of— Or rather, as ! id betore, 
« the arbitrary conſtitution of things, vic and 
« virtue, is neceſſarily produced by that 5 
<« neceſſarily brings on happineſs or milery,— 
4% Prayer, and ſuch like artifices of religion, s 
« fooliſh : for whatever is, is right. To tai 
« of imitating God, is blaſphemy. His Prov 


| wy 
« dence is extended to collective Louis 98 
WM 1 
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« he has no regard to individuals: nor is the 
6 ſoul a diſtin ſubſtance from the body. There 
« is no future ſtate; it is all a fiction. To argue 
« from unequal diſtributions is abſurd and blaſ- 
« phemous. Whatever is, is beſt, The law 
« of nature is ſufficiently clear ; and there is no 
« need of any ſupernatural revelation.” 

« ] muſt intreat you, madam,” interrupted 
dy D——, feeing her eldeſt daughter that 
moment enter the room, © to change the diſ- 
& courſe now, miſs has not been uſed to ſuch 
deep reafoning on theſe aweful ſubjects, and 
may perhaps miſtake what you are ſaying for 
« blaſphemy.” 

More abſurd miſtakes than that may be 
« made, madam,” replied Mrs. „„ when 
« perſons are not allowed to exerciſe their men- 
* tal faculties— but your ladyſhip is going to 
* dreſs—T interrupt you.“ Saying this, ſhe roſe 
* up, and lady D 
tan her, took her leave, 

* Thave always hated that woman,” ſaid miſs 
D—., as ſoon as ſhe was gone, ever ſince 
*[ heard her ridicule parental affection, and call 
eit drutual jnſtinct.“ 

* Ot,” faid lady D „ laughing, it 
would i!] become one of her elevated under- 
*Randing, to have natural affections: thoſe ſhe 


6 treats 


making no efforts to de- 
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& treats as vulgar prejudices. Her own ſex wy 
e the objects of her ſcorn, becauſe they ate ſub. 
e ject to ſuch weakneſſes as tenderneſs and pity, 
« She reads Seneca on friendſhip in the mom. 
e ing; and exclaims, O the exalted pafficn! 
c how divinely he treats it! what noble {:nti. 
&« ments! In the afternoon ſhe over-rcache her 
&« friend, and applauds her own Wisdom. Epe. 
de tetus is ſtudied with great car. She wil 
« preach a moral ſermon out of + victetus that 
« will laſt two hours. Epictetu teaches her 
<« to regulate her paſſions. She 1£:% him it 
« tently while her maid is combing her hain, 
« and cloſes her book to ſtorm at the poot 
<« trembling creature for accidentally hurting het 
& with the comb.“ 
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I which Henrietta males a very fantaſlick 
diſtinctian. | 


Enrietta could not help ſmiling at lady 
Ds fatirical manner of expoſing the 
lies of the lady who had juſt left the room: 
ut a female free-thinker was, in her opinion, 
o ſhocking a character, that ſhe would much 
aher have ſeen it the object of abhorrence than 
pirth, | 


| 
' 


Ley D-— put an end to her reflections: 
5 turning towards her, Mrs. Benſon (ſaid 
ſhe) it is time to think of you now.“ Hen» 
ka immediately roſe from her ſeat, 


There is a lady of my acquaintance,” pur- 
led lady D——, (to whom your accompliſh- 
ments of ſinging and playing wil! make you a 
ery acceptable companion: and indeed I 


uu it is a pity a young woman of your ap- 
atance and genteel education ſhould remain 
inthe condition of a ſervant, which Iam per- 
lated you was not born to.” 


Hen» 
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Henrietta bluſhed ; which lady D 4, 
ſerving, „come,“ ſaid ſhe, ſmiling, ebe in. 
„ genuous, and confeſs that the propoſal I har 


© made you will ſuit you better than being 
&« ſervant.” 


Indeed, madam, it does not,” replied Hen. 
rietta ; *I am extremely obliced to your lady: 
e ſhip for your kind intentions, but I Had rather 
ebe recommended to the lady as a fervant in 
e in any other character,” 

% You ſurpriſe me,” ſaid lady D, zfer 
a little pauſe » © what . can you 
have to a ſituation ſo much to be prefened! 
& ſervitude?” 

« I am very ſure, madam,” faid Hentietta 
& that I have not too much pride ta be 
devant, ſince it is neceſſary I ſhow's! de ehe: 
& but I am afraid I cannot fo cafily 1:55.15 08 
% a dependent,” 

Lady D „a little difappointcd to fn 
herſelf fo far below this obſcure ον.n ee 
in delicacy of ſentiment, anſwered gravely, 

Well, ſince it muſt be ſo, So ſerye jo 
ce in your own way; let me fee you 274!) a 
ce days hence, by that time { may pet. ” hat 
ce heard of ſomething for you.” 


ww 
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Henrietta again politely. thanked her Jadyſhip, 
nd withdrew, leaving lady D and her 
laughter differently affected with her behaviour 
in this laſt inſtance : for young minds are apt to 
de ſtruck with uncommon ſentiments, and to 
admire ſuch as ſeem to poſſeſs them; while 
perſons advanced in years, either from experi- 
ence of the world, or the natural depravity of 
the human heart, aſcribe every thing to affecta- 
ton and deſign, that contradicts certain received 
maxims in life. 


However, Henrietta's peculiarity made lady 
D— extremely defirous to know who ſhe 
was, and whether there was any thing extraor- 
Wnary in her circumſtances. She wrote to the 
countels her ſiſter, expreſſing her curiofity : but 
tht lady was reſolved to keep Henrietta's ſecret, 
« well in regard to the promiſe ſhe had given 
ſer, as becauſe ſhe really thought an unſeaſon- 
ole diſcovery of her true name and family 


Would be diſadvantageous to the plan ſhe had 
lad, 


dhe therefore contented berſelf with telling 
ler ſiſter, in her anſwer, that Mrs. Benſon was 
Nen celerving young woman, who had been 
Kel brought up, but, by misfortunes in her fa- 
Wy, reduced to go to ſervice, 


Lady 


2 = 


but to flatter her, and you II gain her hed 
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Lady D was ſatisfied wit!) this accoug; 
and when Henrietta, in obedie:1c: t9 ker cons 
mands, waited on her again, ſhe received | 
with great benevolence ; told her, he had t. 
commended her to a lady of great fortune, 
whoſe place ſhe believed would be an wan 
tageous one; and ordered her own woman t 
go with a meſſage to the lady, and introduc 
her. 

Henrietta having a hackney-co.) waitin 
lady D—s woman and her, after ſome cet 
monies which our fair heroine would glad! 
have diſpenſed with, ſeated then!ies in it 
and, as ſoon as it drove from the door, the Ab 
gail began, 

„Well, madam, you are certain'y very (6! 
„ tunate, Mrs. Autumn's place is on? of tl 
“ beſt in Chriſtendom : you have nothing to dc 


“ for ever.“ 8 

“e Is the lady fond of flattery then ?” (aid 
Henrietta. 

O Oh! immenſely,” cried the other; © bu 
« for fear you ſhould miſtake, and complime! 
& her in the wrong place, you muſt Know (and 
= I think it is very lucky that ] had an oppor 
N tunity of inſtructing you) you 2% Eno the 


&* though ſhe is between forty and filty years « 
| 6 age 
[#] 
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Ne; ſhe affects to be thought extremely young; 
and having been handſome in her youth, as 
my lady ſays, ſhe forgets ſhe is no longer fo 
now ſhe is old. 


Now, dear madam, this is your cue. Be 
fure to praiſe her bloomy complexion, and 
the brightneſs of her eyes; and, if ſhe bids 
you gueſs how old ſhe is, as 'tis ten to one 
but ſhe will ſome time hence, don't exceed 
twenty years, I charge you. 


« The poor ſimple girl that lived with her 
aft, loſt her place, by ſaying, when ſhe 
aked her how old ſhe believed her to be, 
that ſhe took her ladyſhip to be about the 
ame age as her mother. She was a vulgar 
creature, to be ſure. You, madam, are in 
no danger of ſpeaking fo improperly. But on 
certain occaſions you may contradict her 
uely, and ſhe will be the more pleaſed ; as 
or inſtance, when ſhe ſays ſhe looks horridly ! 
ell her in a ſurly way, as if you were vexed 


i der perverſeneſs, that you never ſaw her 
ok ſo handſome.“ 


a Mighty well,” ſaid Henrietta, ſmiling, *« I 
Ficeve you are excellent in this art; I 


UN —_—_ 


« Oh! 
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* Oh ! no thanks, dear madan,” intermptel 
lady D 's woman, I am fond ct wn 
good offices.” : 

J was going to ſay,” replic! Hengemm, 
ce that I am afraid theſe wiſe document will be 
* thrown away upon me.” 

“% I hope not,” ſaid the Gt: | 
“Come, take courage, you are but © yours 
& pginner; theſe things come of cou ls. I fhou! 
& be ſorry you were not capable of taking cord 
„ counſel.” 


They were now arrived at Ms. 
houſe : lady D-—'s woman fent up word, the 
ſhe was come with the perſon her lady had t 
commended to her ladyſhip; UPON. 4 uch bot 
were ordered to go up ſtairs, 

They found the lady giving aucicrce t 
millener, a mantua-maker, and e crc, & 
veral pieces of ſilk lay unrolled before he 

and a vaſt variety of ribbons, lappets, 29 
and other faſhionable trifies, were ipread upt 
a table, on which ſhe leaned, in 2 thouchll 
_ poſture, as unable to determine cr ee! 

When Henrietta and her compaiii0! . 
ſhe raiſed her eyes, and nodding famillany 
lady D > woman, who ap proach 


bin © Gon find me cxcetÞive:y , 
) 
„ Echo (faid ſhe) well, what has Jady L 


TY 
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ot me— Oh! a good likely body,” purſued 
e looking at Henrietta; „ my compliments, 
rs, Echo, and thanks—— You fee I have 
hardly time to ſpeak to you— The young 
© woman may ftay, I'll talk to her preſently,” 
Mrs. Echo withdrew z and the lady reſuming 
er contemplative poſture, gave Henrietta an 
opportunity of conſidering her at leiſure. 
Iflady D—-'s woman had not fixed her age at 
omewtat more than forty, ſhe would have con- 
lulcd her to have been older, by the deep furrows 
n her face, her fallen checks, and the poor ſhri- 
eld hand that ſupported her head: but her 
tels ſpoke her icarce fifteen ; a French fillet 
wplied the place of a cap, and ſerved to bind 
he few ſtraggling hairs that graced her tem- 
pies, to a tote, which was ſo loaded with hair, 
hat her head ſeemed to be of an enormous ſize. 
de reſt of her dreſs was ſuited exactly to the 
Widiſh ornaments of her head; and though no 
ject could be more ridiculous, yet Henrietta 
beheld her with a ſerious concern ; for, true 
Knevolence compaſſionates thoſe follies which 
nfeling hearts ſacrifice to mirth. | 
Mrs. Autumn at length roſe up; © that muſt 
de the thing,“ ſaid ſhe, pointing to a pink 
u filver, She then gave ſome directions to 

der millener ; and, ſuddenly interrupting herſelf, 
| turned 


— an, 2 -_ — — 
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turned with a lively air to the mercer, and ae 
him, why he had not cut off the f 
« Your ladyſhip did not tell me how md 
you wanted,” replied the traci:{an, 
Lord! I am the giddieſt creature,” er 
claimed Mrs. Autumn. This mater hows 
was ſoon ſettled, and the important buſmel 
with the millener diſpatched, ſhe diſmilled he 
trades-people, and, throwing herſclf with and 
fected air upon a ſettee, ordered Henrietta tl 
come forward, | 
„ was afraid (ſaid ſhe) that lady 7 
© who is very fond of ſeeing grave ſolen n fact 
te about her, had ſent me ſome antiquated crea 
ture that would have frightened me; but jd 
<« ſeem to be a ſprightly young body: we ſha 
agree very well, I hope.” | 
Henrietta courteſied. 
I hate old people,” purſued the lady; * th 
« are generally obſtinate and {ur!y, God he 
e us, we ſhall all be old if we live— but wht 
gone is in years one's ſelf it is time enough l 
ebe plagued with the humours of dioſe that at 
“you will ſuit me extremely well.” 
Henrietta courteſicd again. 
« You are no talker, I find,” {aid Mr: 4 
tumn, a little chagrined that the hints the 1 


thrown out, had produced nothing which coul 
| 3 fatto 
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atter her extreme defire of being thought young. 


Well, there is no great harm in that; I ſhall 


take you upon lady D——'$s recommendation. 
As for terms 


« Madam,” faid Henrietta, who now for the 
| time opened her mouth; * they ſhall be 
whatever you think proper.” 

„ Very well,” faid the lady, © we will talk 
no more about them then; if you can find 
out how to pleaſe me, which will be no diſ- 
ficultmatter I aſſure you, my place may prove 
a very advantageous one, and the ſooner you 
come the better.” 

Henrietta told her, ſhe was ready to came 
henever ſhe pleaſed. Upon which, Mrs. Au- 
mn, with the pretty impatience of youth, asked 
fr, if it would be any inconvenience to her to 
we that very night? 


Henrietta, who was naturally obliging, aſ- 
led her it would not; and was diſmiſſed with 
Facicus ſmile for her ready compliance. 

Mrs. Wills, who had flattered herſelf that 
e ſhould enjoy the company of her amiable 
end for a few weeks at leaſt, was greatly dit- 
fanzd when ſhe found ſhe was to loſe her 


Pittte, 
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bon; and gently blamed her for being ſo pre- 


c braced the firſt opportunity that offered t 


* affecting the follies of youth, the [ba 
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Henrietta gave her the chare hr ef the uh 
ſhe was going to live with, a repeated whe 
ſhe had ſaid to her. You may be ſure (ae 
ce ſhe) that I ſhall never pleaſe MIS. Autumn if 
<< the way ſhe expects to be pleaſed. Flattery 1 
« always mean; but to flatter folly, is, in 
opinion, criminal. However, I gladly en 


ce ſhew my willingneſs to oblige, though I woul 
<« not flatter her. You will hardy believe m 
« perhaps (ſaid ſhe, ſmiling) when I tell yo 
<< that one of the greateſt bars to my i;-ppine 
in my preſent humble ſituation is, the di 
ce ficulty of pleaſing without wounding my of 
« delicacy and candor. It is not cafy to! 
ce well with our ſuperiors, and preleive out 1 
<« tegrity, but it is not impoſſible, and, if 
« fail in that attempt, I ſhall at eaſt ha 
this ſatisfaction, that I ſuffer in the cauſe 
ce virtue. 

4e It requires all that ſweetneſs of ten 
& which you poſſeſs, faid Mrs. Willis,“ 
4e live with a woman of Mrs. Autumn“ fan 
c tick turn, without being diſguſted with 
© What an abſurdity ! at fifty years to expect 
debe thought young; and to imagine that, 


cc the bloom of it alſo. Our {cx hwy been 
5 Pp q * 
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N preached with never cultivating our minds till 


chere is z woman who has not judgment e- 
 nough to know when ſhe ought to reſign the 
* hope of pleaſing by her perſon. Take my 
word for it, you will be very unhappy with 
cher, unleſs you reſolve to accommodate your- 
i {elf to her humour, and ſooth her in her ridi- 
' culous folly.” | 

& That I will not do,” replied Henrietta; 
* and fince | have learned not to fear poverty, 
* my happineſs will never depend upon others.” 
Mrs, Willis, finding ſhe could not prevail 
with her fair friend to alter her reſolution, ac- 
queſced in it at length; and Henrietta, taking 


nn affectionate leave of her, repaired to her new 
habitation. 


dye can no longer pleaſe by our perſons; but 


©« confidant.” 
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CHAP. III. 


Which fhews Henrietta in her new ſorvic, 
where ſhe acquits herſelf extremely ill. 


* Saas lady being engaged with company 
when Henrietta arrived, ſhe did not fee 
her till late at night, when ſhe was ſummoned 
to undreſs her. . 

&* Come hither, Henrietta,“ ſaid ſhc, as ſoon 
as ſhe entered the room; „I have ſen lady 
« D ſince you was here—dhe has given me 
„ ſuch an advantageous account of your under 
« ſtanding, that I am reſolved to make you my 


At the word Confidant Henrietta looked a 
little confuſed ; but the lady, who did not ch. 
ſerve her emotion, reclined her head upon bet 
hand, and, fixing her eyes on her glaſs to ſee 
how this penſive attitude became her. 

“ am certainly (purſued ſhe, fighing) f 
ce moſt unfortunate woman in the world—Þe! 
<« ſon, if you would be happy, never marry.” 

« T have nq thought of marriage at pit 
% madam,” ſaid Henrietta. 

« Al 
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4 Ah, how I envy your freedom,” ſaid the 

antiquated fair; © you are plagued with no un- 

« reaſonable jealouſy. Benſon, you will not be 
« here long before you are a witneſs to my per- 
« ſcttions, I wiſh I could conceal! them, but 
« that is impoſſible.“ 

« [am forry, madam,” ſaid Henrietta, who 
was under a neceſſity of ſaying ſomething in an- 
ſxer to this ſtrange ſtuff, to hear that you have 
* any thing to make you uneaſy.” 

«It docs not ſignify,” exclaimed the lady, 
with an emotion which ſhe herſelf took to be 
e; „ ſhall be choaked if I don't ſpeak ; may 

depend upon your prudence, Benſon Rut 
*I know I may, Well then, you muſt know 
"there is a poor young fellow who pretends— 
* But why do I ſay pretends— who is deſpe- 
ately— what ſhall T call it who has an un- 
*eenquerable, invincible, hopeleſs, ſatal, dying 
"Paſſion for— for me, in ſhort. Is not this a 
'hocking thing?“ 

*Indeed! madam,” replied Henrietta, with 
@ truth, © I pity you extremely.“ | 

Ay, am] not greatly to be pitied, child ?“ 
de lady, «© Then the poor wretch cannot 
"cal his folly ; and it makes Mr. Autumn 
5 that really his temper is intolera- 
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rietta; © indeed I cannot ſay I have.” 
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Pardon me, madam,” ſaid Henrietta; © but 
« Jam not ſurpriſed that Mr. Autumn 1 is unealy 
* at ſuch folly as you juſtly call it. 

Why, to be ſure it is folly,” {aid Mrs, Au- 
tum: but then, if one reflects a lictle-- 1t is 
* not folly neither for love, you know, is an 
* involuntary paſſion. So that— but you hate 
da very unfeeling heart, Benſon ; and yet, to 
judge by your looks, you ſhould have get 
« ſenſibilit y. Pray, have you never felt the 
<< tender paſſion ?” 

If you mean love, madam,” replied Hen 


Well, you will be a happy creature,” ſaid 
the lady, ſighing, if you can always mein. 
<« tain this indifference : but poor Languiſh nut 
not expect to meet with much comma; 
from you. Poor wretch ! {conn icd fits 
ce laughing) I cannot help triumphing a little 
« have nick-named him Languiſh from iu 
« eternal ſighing, and the melancholy roll of 
&« his eyes. Mr. Autumn cannot endure 09 
&« hear me call. him by this name; but I love! 
« plague him a little now and then: what lig- 
s nifies power, if one does not ſhew one has [ 
« Yet he ought to be ſatisfied with me for wha 
&« did this evening, when Languiſh indiſcreet 


6 . the violence of his paſfon, * 
10 ger 
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« oerly running (though there were two gen- 
« tlemen nearer) to take up my glove which I 
« had dropped : I took no notice of the dying 
« zir with which he preſented it to me; but, as 
« if his touch had polluted it, I received it 
„ haughtily from him, and threw it aſide, 
« Sure this inſtance of diſdain was enough to 
© ſatisfy a jealous huſband ; yet mine, inſtead 
« of looking pleaſed, coloured with jealouſy and 
rage, and gave me ſuch furious glances : 
however, this will always be the caſe, where 
* there is ſo great a diſproportion in age; Mr. 
Autumn is not leſs than forty. But hey day! 
«is the girl afleep ?” continued ſhe, looking 
at Henrietta, who ſtood fixed in thought ; for 
the abſurd affectation of her miſtreſs gave her 
matter enough for reflection. Come, un- 
* dreſs me; Mr. Autumn will wonder at my 
* long ſtay, and as he is ingenious in torment- 
ing himſelf, he will poſſibly ſuſpect that I 
* have been reading a letter from this rival of 
his; but there he over-rates his preſumption, 
he has not ventured to write to me yet, his 
"Paſſion is only expreſſed in ſighs and looks.” 
Henrietta made haſte to obey her, her patience: 
being almoſt exhauſted; for Mrs. Autumn had got 
on a ſubject which ſhe knew not how to quit, and 
ler women being the only perſons to whom ſhe 
—— 834 could 


employs the inventions of perſons of rank and 
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could utter theſe extravagancies, without wy 
danger of being mortified with ſarcaſtick hints d 
age, and ſuch envious and unjuſt rcicQions, he 
made herſelf amends with them, for the referie 
ſhe was much againſt her will oblized to maintain 
with others, 

Henrietta was at length ordered tn wait on he: 
to her chamber, and ſoon after 1©(ircd to her 
own, greatly out of humour with her miſtreß, 
and not a little diſpleaſed at her{-it, © Hud that 
her philoſophy, by which ſhe was b 
bear the change of her fortune with bien ad 
reſignation, could not guard her a4! frothy. 
neſs and diſguit at the follics ſueĩͤ«õ (obs 
witneſs to, | 

Mrs. Autumn, like other mode wen 121 
in bed always till it was very late s being 
one of thoſe happy expedients for Killing time 
(as the faſhionable phraſe is) which, cn 


fortune. Henrietta had attended three who 
hours in her lady's dreſſing- room, in cxpeclation 
every moment of being ſummoned to alliſt het 
to riſe, when Mr. Autumn at length entered ti! 
room. | 

lis fervant, white he was dreffin, bim, bal 
told him, that his lady's new won", whom be 
had a glympſe of as he paſted by her vn the ſtairs, 


wad 
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the greateſt beauty. he ever beheld ; ſo that 

king curious to ſee her, he came to breakfaſt 

vith his wife that morning. | | 
Henrietta roſe up at his entrance ; Mr, 

Autumn bowed, looked at her attentively, 

ard thought his man had taſte, But he was 

d more ſtruck with her noble air than the 

charms of her face, and felt an uneaſy emotion 

hen he Caw her continue ſtanding, with that 
umble reſpect, which, although it became her 
tuation, ſeemed little ſuited to the dignity of 
her appearance, “ Is not Mrs. Autumn up, 

6 madam ?” ſaid he, not being able to forbear 

ing that reſpectſul ſtyle. Henrietta, ſuppo- 

nz he did not know her rank in his family, re- 
lied, 

as my lady will ring every momeat, 

Ur.” 
pray let her know that I am. come to break- 

faſt with her,” ſaid Mr. Autumn. 

Henrietta went immediately into her lady's 

amber, and, finding her awake, delivered her 

neſſage. 

F Lord bleſs me] faid Mrs. Autumn, „ what 
new whim is this ? He does not uſe to invade 
my partment in a morning: I ſuppoſe he is 
"me to teaze me with ſome of his jealous 
cies, Well, fince it muſt be ſo, order 

G5 break - 


« 
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<< breakfaſt to be ſent in, and come to me di. 
60 rectly. ”7 

What a ridiculous woman is this, thought 
Henrietta, as ſne went out of the room, to tor- 
ment. herſelf at her age with the notion of her 
huſband being jealous of her. 

The good lady, when ſhe returned, charged 
her not to leave the room while they were at 
breakfaſt. Your preſence (ſaid ſhe may per- 
«« haps-be ſome reſtraint upon him.” 


She then ſlipped on a night-cown, 21d wert 
in a frightful diſhabille to attend her complaiſant 
ſpouſe ; for ſhe was one of thoſe ldi who ee 
for every body but their huſbands, 

Henrietta was not ſorry that ſhe was directed 
to wait, for ſhe was extremely defirous of H. 
ing whether her lady had any reaton for "the 
uneaſineſs ſhe expreſſed. Mr. Autunin's god 
humour and complaiſance ſoon put that mitte 
out of doubt; but Mrs. Autumn was reſolved to 
perſuade her maid that her huſband ws je alous, 
and laughing affectedlu, cricd, 

„Well, don't be chagrined, Mr. Autum!, 
4e but J proteſt I dreamt of poor Languiſh lat 
night.“ 

The huſband ſhook: his head, winked at hi 


_ and pointed to Hentictta, 2 1! he » 
Tally 
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td, don't expoſe yourſelf before your new ſer- 


vant, 

« Why, how-you frown now !” purſued Mrs. 
autumn; „I knew you would be angry. Lord! 
« what does it fignify of whom one dreams : 
« one does not always think of the perſons one 
dreams of. I wiſh I had not told you.” 

«] wiſh you had not,” ſaid Mr. Autumn, 
biing his lip with vexation at her folly, The 
lady then lowering her voice, as if ſhe was not 
willing to be heard by Henrietta, tho' ſhe took 
care not to make it impoſhble, repeated, 


« Trifles, light as air, 


Are to the jealous, confirmations ſtrong 
As proofs of holy writ.” 


* You are well read in Shakeſpear, madam,” 
kid Mr. Autumn, who was willing to give au- 
iter turn to the diſcourſe. 

Ob!“ exclaimed ſhe, „ he has touched 
he paſſion of jealouſy finely in his character 
0: Othello; I think the Moor was my about 
a dream too,” 

Jult then ſomebody tapped at the 3 Hen- 
jetta opened it z one of the footmen delivered a 
lage from one lady, enquiring how Mrs. Au- 
Mi a did, and a fealed-up card from another. 
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poor man is in!“ 


While the ſervant was ſpeaking, Mrs, Au. 
tumn called out, what makes the felloy ' whiſper 
in that manner, as if the meſſage he brings Was 
a ſecret? Henrietta delivered her the cal, 
which ſhe threw upon the table without chen. 
ing it. I am reſolved (faid {hc} to tun 
ve that blockhead away ; his myſte erious manner 
< 1s enough to put ſtrange fancics into people's 
heads.“ 

The ſtrange fancies are all own,” fail 
Mr. Autumn, peeviſhly. 

I thought it would be ſo,” cried the lay, 
« you are out of humour. What 1s this {eale 
<« up card the grievance ? come, we will open , 
& and you ſhall know the contents.” 

cc Indeed Iwill not,” faid Mr. Autumn riſing; 
& ] have not the leaſt curioſity about the con- 
ce tents—Good morning to you, my dear, | att 
going out.” 

„Well, Benſon,” ſaid Mrs. Autumn, as fool 
as her huſband had left the room; ** is not this 
« comfortable life I live? what a paſkon that 


« Was Mr. Autumn angry, madam!“ laid 


Henrietta. 
« To be ſure he was,” faid the 17 « di 


« you not obſerve 1 it!“ 
«] 
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Indeed, madam,” replied Henrietta, Mr. 
Autumn did not ſeem to me to be angry.“ 
« No, really!“ ſaid Mrs. Autumn; “ you 
hare à great deal of penetration, it muſt be 
 confeſed— You think you are very diſcreet 
now, but you are miſtaken. However, I charge 


bout Mir. Autumn's unhappy jealouſy; I don't 


that account.” 

« never will mention it, madam, to any 
' body,” replied Henrietta. f 

« Nay, for that matter,” ſaid Mrs. Autumn, 
you might mention it without any bad inten- 
tion, by way of pitying me, or ſo; and per- 
haps I ſhould not think the worſe of you. But 
if you can be ſilent, Benſon, you will oblige 
me; reports of this kind, you know, ſhould 
not be circulated,” 


E They never ſhall by me: madam,” ſaid Hen- 


Enough, enough,” cried Mrs. Autumn, 
Wi; © I hate long ſpeeches.” 

Henrietta was pleaſed with a declaration which 
ined her ſilence for if it be tireſome to liſten 


nuch more ſo to be obliged to anſwer them. 


CHAP, 


i you, don't goſſip among your companions 


tant the world to know what I ſuffer upon 


the fallies of affectation and impertinence, it 
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Gives the reader hopes of a favoural!i: change 2 


letter to him, in the character of a lady un. 
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CHAP. IV. 


the circumflances ef our fair Hence 
5 

Enrietta had exerciſed her paticnce for 

ſome weeks in the ſervice of \{rs, Au- 
tumn ; but every day producing new inſtances 
of her folly, ſhe reſolved to quit her as hn a 
the counteſs came to town. She conceived {he 
was in ſome degree accountable to that lady for 
her actions, ſince it was through her recom- 
mendation, that ſhe had been introduccd to 
Mrs. Autumn; and ſhe thought it neceſſar for 
the juſtification of her conduct, to have ſo 
conſiderable a witneſs of its being irreproach- 
able. 

Her lady, though ſhe found herlclſ always 
diſappointed in that complaiſance to her wins 
which ſhe endeavoured to exact from her, yet 
ventured to make her a propoſal, which her ow 
want of delicacy hindered her from {ecing de 
impropricty of. | 

She had taken it into her head te try het (VP! 
poſed lover's conſtancy, and therefore wrote! 


known 


* 
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known, on whoſe heart he had made a deep im- 
preion, but who was refolved not to diſcover 


herſelf till ſhe knew whether his was wholly 


diſengaged. 

This letter, ſhe doubted not, would produce 
a declaration that would afford matter of great 
triumph to herſelf, who ſhe ſuſpected was the 
ſecret object of his adoration, 

She acquainted her woman with her ſcheme, 
a gravely deſired her to copy the letter, for 
Languith, ſhe ſaid, knew her hand. 

Henrietta bluſhed with ſurpriſe and ſhame 
at this improper requeſt, and very frankly begged 
tobe excuſed from complying with it. 

„What!“ ſaid Mrs. Autumn, a little con- 
ſuſcd; “you diſpute my commands then!“ 

I never refuſed to obey any of your com- 
mands before, madam,” replied Henrietta; 


* out this, pardon me, madam, appears ſo 
6 range,” 


*Tou do not dare to ſuſpect my virtue, I 
dope, ſaid Mrs. Autumn, in a lofty. ac- 
ent, 
. does not become me, madam,” ſaid Hen- 
Ka, * to cenſure your actions.“ 7 

No, certainly,” replied the lady, © nor to 
uſe to do any thing that I order you to do : 
bit I would fain know if you, in your great 
* * wiſdomg 
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c wiſdom, think there is any thing improperi 
5 this little piece of gallantry.” 
My opinion is of no conſequence, matin," 
replied Henrietta; „I only beg to be excuſe 
from copying it.“ 
«© Well, no more of the letter.” cnied = 
Autumn, haſtily : * perhaps I had ons a min 
eto try your diſcretion ; perhaps too | ſhall 
5 like you the better for your e ẽje 3 
& modeſt and reſerved, and you vill be-ſure of 
© my approbation. Were you the bei! ſervant 
& in the world, you would not do tor me, un. 
&« leſs you were extremely modeſt. And noy 
& you know my mind, be cautious how you bt- 
% have: modeſty is a ſure recommendation t 
& my favour ; I can pardon any {ai 4 my fer— 
ce vant but want of modeſty,” 
Henrietta, from this declaration, had realon 
to think herſelf pretty ſure of her lady's favour? 
for the ſevereſt prude that ever dec again 
the monſtrous levity of her own tc», could 10 
have objected to the propriety of er beliaviour; 
but, unhappily for her, ſhe was that very © 
- guilty of a fault by which ſhe incurred * 
ſhocking ſuſpicions: for having neglected 0 1! 
her lady's ſmelling bottle with fome felt 4 
de Luce, Mrs. Autumn declared that fucn heed 
leſſneſs muſt neceſfarily proceed iron her 5 
2 
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ig her thoughts continually employed upon fel- 
Ws; and telling her, that ſhe could not endure 


ne immediately, 


Inver to this ſtrange charge; but quitting her 
reſence immediately, and her houſe a few mo- 
ents afterwards, ſhe returned to Mrs. Willis, 
ho, ſeeing her alight at her door, eagerly flew 
receive her, 

I haye great news for you, my dear miſs,” 
id ſhe, © T was this moment preparing to ſet 


was left here by one of your uncle's ſervants, 
lt is very true,” purſued ſhe, ſeeing Henrietta 
joked ſurpriſed, © I aſked the young man, 
who he came from ? and he faid, the earl of 
— You may believe I am impatient to 
mow the contents of this letter. Come, my 
deer, and read it; J hope all your troubles 
ae over now.“ 

Henrietta receiving the letter from her, which 
took out of her pocket, followed her into the 
dur, and breaking the ſeal, 


1 K my uncle's hand, indeed (ſaid ſne) and 
ths is what he writes.” 


() | : 

A Courteney is defired to call at the earl 
> to-morrow morning at twelve o'clock, 

he 


Ich a creature in her ſight, ordered her to be 


Henrietta did not think proper to offer any 


out in a coach to bring you a letter, which 


— 
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© he has ſomething to propoſe to her for her 2d. 
© vantage,” 


“Did I not tell you, miſs,” faid is. Wills 
exultingly, < that the ſtep you had taken de 
produce a favourable change in vour fortune?" 


„Don't be too ſanguine in your cpetations 
my dear Mrs. Willis,” ſaid nus Courteney; 
* who. knows but my uncle may have ancther 
&« fir Ifaic Darby to propoſe to me: howerer, | 
* will certainly wait upon him, and, if poſt's 
will be punctual to the hour he has preſcribed 
„ me; but if nothing ſhould! come of this over 
sture of his lordſhip's, I ſhall be your gueſt again 
« for ſome time. I have left Mrs. Autumn,” 


| She then related to her ſome circumſtances of 
that lady's extravagant folly, and the cauſe and 
manner of their parting, which, together wit 
their comments on lord s meſſage, furniſhe 
them with matter ſufficient for diſcourſe durit 
the remainder of that day : what happened tool 
fair heroine the next, will be found in the fol 
lowing chapter. 
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Defreys the expectations raiſed by the foregoing 
chapter. | 


N 


pe was at her uncle's houſe exactly 
at the hour preſcribed her; and, upon 
ſending in her name, was deſired to walk into 
his lordſhip's library. 

The earl was there to receive her : he had 

with him two of his daughters; but theſe roung 
ladies withdrew immediately, after ſaluting her 
n a very diſtant manner, which ſhe returned 
vic equal reſerve and coldneſfs. 
Miß Courteney,” ſaid his lordſhip, as ſoon 
s they were alone, „ have been extremely 
* angry with you for leaving your aunt in the 
range manner you did.“ 


* Lam extremely obliged to your lordſhip,” 
led Henrietta, for taking ſo much intereſt 
in any thing that concerns me.” 

* You certainly acted very indiſcreetly,” ſaid 
% earl; but what is paſt, cannot be helped. 
2 have” had the good luck to make your- 

lt iriends, notwithſtanding this wrong ſtep. 

« You 
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Fou have been at the counteſs of ——-'; ſeat, 
« I hear.“ 

Ves, my lord,” anſwered Hen:iiotty 14 
was there with ——” _ 

The counteſs is very much vour (rien 
interrupted his lord{hip, haſtily, but her {in 
is more ſo.” 

Henrietta bluſhed, and was fleut 

e will not,” purſued his lordſhip, © dns. 
c mine into your motives for leaving Ae 
% dows; but I will, if poſſible, zc:omme/1: 
*6 matters between you, provided vou w | cots 
©* cur with me in my endeavours fo; p- 
«© poſe.” 

« I deſire nothing more earneſtly than to be 
e reconciled to my aunt,” replied Henrietta. 

el believe it will be your own fault if you ar? 
not,“ reſumed his lordſhip; <5 2nd it you reco- 
« ver her favour, your good fortune wil t {.0p 
there To keep you no longer in ſuiperce 
„ then, lord E has declared à pail.on for 
c you, and has ſolicited my intereſt towards ef- 
« feing a reconciliation between your aunt and 
„you, that he may pay his addreſtes to you 
a proper manner,” 

] am ſurpriſed that lord B—— ſhould make 
« ſuch a propoſal,“ faid Henrietta,“ he i en- 

* pap 0 to the daughter of a rich citizen.” 


v& Nog 
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« No, not engaged, replied the earl ; “ the 
match has been propoſed, and he has viſited 
« the young woman.“ 


« Indeed, my lord,” replied Henrietta, © the 
« affair is much further advanced.“ 


« Well, well,” interrupted his lordſhip, &“ we 
will ſuppoſe that the writings are drawn and 
' every thing ſettled ; but they are not married, 
' nor engaged neither,” 


His inclinations, you find, have taken an- 
* other turn: you have no reaſon to blame him 
tor this, I am ſure 3 and it would be ſtrange 
indeed if a man of his rank and fortune was 
to mind the cenſures of the vulgar.” 

Henrietta was filent, His lordſhip pro- 
teded, | i 
„Lord B— will find it difficult, no doubt, 
bprevail upon the earl to break off this treaty, 
as conſent to his marrying you, though 
ady Meadows ſhould” offer to make you her 
heir; becauſe in that caſe your fortune would 
be greatly below that of this citizen, whom 
be has choſe for him. Nevertheleſs, he does 
iat epic of effecting this, provided your 
nt will do for you what it was expected | 
* Would before you was ſo unhappy as to 4 
Upblize ber. In this lord B ſufficiently i 1M 


« ſhews $301 


CY 
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<< ſhews the ſincerity and ardor of hi; paſſon, i 
is your part now to convince him that you 
< not ungrateful.” 

* What would your lordſhip have me to de! 
ſaid Henrietta, 

<« would have you ſubmit to your aunt,” ſai 
the earl, “ and regain her affection, if poſit 
Lord B-— has reaſon to expect this con 
* plianceFrom you.“ 

will do every thing I ought to do,” 
plied Henrietta, „to recoycr my aunt's f 
** vour, and this without any view to lord N 
& offers.” 

« Well, we ſhall not examine tos nie 
« into that matter,” interrupted his lord 
ſmiling. “ All that remains to be done, is tl 
„ will fee lady Meadows mvſcl!, fie wil 
in town ſoon, I ſuppoſe ; lord E——5 f. 
« poſal, which I will acquaint her wi, 
ve captivate her attention, and be your bett 
« tification. As for what e conce:l,0ns1 
„ may expect from you, I Iliall leave them 
ce be ſettled by yourſelves.” 

« There are certain conceſſions, howel6 
faid Henrietta, ** which it > impoſible 1 
£« to make, and which, if my aunt inſiſts l 
<< as the neceſſary conditions of a reconcilal 
© between us, I muſt fill continue mn 

I 
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diſpleaſure, and hazard all the conſequences 
of it.“ 5 
I am afraid you are going to ſay ſome filly 
[thing or other, interrupted his lordſhip, 
ing from his ſeat; which motion Henrietta 
derftanding as a hint for her to haſten her de- 
ture, roſe allo. 

«I will detain your lordſhip no longer,” ſaid 
e, than juſt to tell you that ſome time ago 


upon me, provided I would embrace the Ro- 
man catholick religion.” 
„A noble offer, upon my honour !” ſaid his 
jrd[kip, “ and did you refuſe it?“ 

„Would your lordſhip have had me accept 
of it?“ ſaid Henrietta. | 
* What fignifies what I would have had you 
do,“ replied the earl, peeviſhly. << What 
did the conſideration of your own intereſt ſug- 
gelt to you!“ 


* Torefuſe it, my lord,” anſwered Henrietta, 

and I did fo,” | 

I ind you are a very romantick girl,” ſaid 

Ws lordſhip ; I am reſolved to trouble myſelf 
no more about your affairs.” | 

hope it will not be imputed to me as a 

| Time,” laid Henrietta, & that I could not be 
Sibel t change my religion,” 


Change 


my aunt propoſed to me to ſettle all her fortune 
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Change your religion!“ repeated the ext, 
what neceſſity was there for ur changing 
your religion: you might hve humourel 
© the old woman, have gone with her to 
% maſs, and conformed to ſome 9 her fuper- 
< ſtitious ceremonies, and be a god provelant 
© in your heart notwithſtandinc ; the world, 
wy knowing your motives, would have com- 
s mended you for ſuch a prudent conduct--l 
< ſce there is nothing to be done with voy 
purſued he, after a little pauſe. For the falt 
of the unfortunate man, who vas your fa 
„ther, I would have been 1 9 have fea 
& vo. well married; but lord B. is not {ud 
a fool as to take you without 2 ſortune; and 
as you cannot reaſonably have any cxpecy 
&« tations but from lady Meadows, who Ha 
4 no children, and may leave her fortune t 
*« whom ſhe pleaſes, without doing any bec 
« injuſtice, you know beſt whether it is wort 
<« your while to make a proper ſubmiſſion to he 
&« or not.” 

« ] will never make an improper one,“ { 
Henrietta, 
6 To be ſure,” ſaid his Joriſhip, J 


* own wiſdom is to be judge cf 172 
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No, my lord,” replied Henrietta ; “ you 
ſhall if you pleaſe be judge— if my con- 
ſeience— | 


« Pray, let me hear nothing about your con- 
ſcience,” interrupted the earl; it is not my 
buſineſs to ſet matters even between you and 
your conſcience : your aunt's popiſh conieffor, 
who is likely to be her heir, is ſkilful in thoſe 
things; yet I would not adviſe you to conſult 
kim neither, for he is an intereſted perſon : 
but remember, that you may either ſecure to 
yourſelf a good eſtate, and marry a very de- 
ſerving young nobleman, or continue in the 
obſcurity and want your father left you in, 
waich is all the legacy he bequeathed you. 
Think well of this, and then Jet your con- 
cience determine, I do not adviſe you to do 
ay thing againſt it,” 9 
* My reſolution is already fixed,” ſaid Hen- 

Wm; * my conſcience will neither permit me 


bo change my religion, nor to counterfeit a 
change of it,” | 


o you infinuate by that,” ſaid his lord- 
b haſtily, that I adviſed you to do either 


ite one or the other ?” | 
*My aunt already knows my mind,” ſaid 


ett N a queſtion which ſhe could 
You. Il, H not 
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not anſwer truly without offending him; «| 
<< have nothing to hope for from your [cri 
s interpoſition, unleſs ſhe has been pleaſed ty 
c give up this point; and I ſhail chene re: 
< turn to that poverty my fathei boqueathel 
© me, ſince with *it he bequcat! zd me pietf 
and virtue.“ 


< It is a pity he did not leave you prudence 
& alſo,” faid the earl, who bound fometiin 
very provoking in this Jatt ſpeech, “ vou wol 
ce not then have diſobliged your aunt by 0 
« ſcandalous elopement from π which b 
& reduced you to the miſero5/: c010ti9 Y 
© are now in, ſo that your 1 fend; know I 
«© how to take notice of you.” 

<« Friends! my lord,” replics enrictta, fin 
in her temper; I have no {ricns, I haveo 
& relations.” | 

“ That is likely to be their maisfortune,” i 
his lordſhip, who was very angry ag this (170A 
« your undutifulneſs to yo! £1117 makes ö 
% unworthy of the notice ©: jou! relation 
ce and I declare to you plainly, et ek 
« moment I will never concern uE ax 
« you.” 
| Henrietta diſdained to make any anſwer 


this unjuſt and cruel ſpeech ; bat — 
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ſhence, and withdrew ; leaving the eatl very 
well ſatisfied with himſelf for the tender and pa- 
rental part he had ated towards his brother's 
daughter, and furniſhed with excellent reaſons 
for never ſeeing her more. 


« | had provided a match for her,” ſaid he, 
that very cvening, to an humble friend, who 
be knew would not fail to ſpread the report, 
not unworthy of a daughter of my own. She 
« reieted my propoſal. She refuled to make 
& any ſubmiſſion to her aunt, whom I would 
have prevailed upon to be reconciled to her. 
Vet her ſufter the conſequences of her obſti- 
« nacy and folly ; I have done all that I ought 
* to do, and am juſtified to the world.” 


His lordſhip forgot to add, that the ſubmiſſion 
Fhich was expected from her was nothing more 
dun the change of her religion, and the match 
tie ſo obſtinately refuſed, could not be effected 
vinout ſhe purchaſed a fortune by an impious 
Kypocriſy, Nevertheleſs the omiſſion of theſe 
ling circumſtances gave ſuch a colour to Hen- 
Icit's behaviour, that ſhe was conſidered by 
ul, who heard her uncle's account of it, as an 
unhappy young creature, who would ruin her- 
Kil, and be the blot of a noble family, 


H2 As 
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As for our fair heroine, ſhe fore that le 
uncle would juſtiſy his neglect of her a be 
expence. She hide everyaghing galnlt ber, 
rank, fortune, power; that general prejudice 
which prevails againſt the unfortunate, and that 
as general ſervility which adopts th paſſions df 
the great. But theſe reflection er wit 
no uneaſy apprehenſions; for there this a6 
vantage in virtue, that it is ſufficient for it 
ſelf, and needs not the applauſe or ſupport d 

others, its own conſciouſneſs is its belt re 
ward. | 


. VI. 


In which lord 3 ſhetus himſelf a tric au 


lover. 


Enrietta, before ſhe went home, waltt 

upon lady D „ to acquaint her that K 
had left Mrs. Autumn. She avoided menton 
ing that lady's peculiarities which had made! 
impoſſible to pleaſe her; but with great imp" 
city related the error ſhe had been guilty oh, 5 
the ſuſpicions ſhe had incurred by it, which 0 
caſioned her diſmiſſion. | 


Lat 


* 
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Lady D— diverted herſelf for ſome time 
ich the extreme delicacy of her whimſical 
jend, and then told Henrietta, that having 
ſl! 2 200d opinion of her prudence and mo- 
ſefty, notwithſtanding the reaſons Mrs. Au- 
mn had to ſuſpect her, ſhe would place her 
bout a young lady, a relation of her own. 

| Henrietta thanked her in very reſpectful terms, 
yd took her leave, after ſhe had, at lady D—-'s 
Wefice, left her a direction to her lodgings, that 
She might know where to ſend for her when it 
as neceſlary, 

| At her return, ſhe found the faithful Mrs. 
Willis full of anxious impatience to hear the 
wcceſs of her viſit to the earl. Henrietta, thro' 
tet to her uncle, concealed the greateſt part 
| his Ciſcourſe to her, but owned that ſhe had 
Þ expectations from him. 

Mrs. Willis ſhrugged up her ſhoulders : 
* Then it was as you ſuſpected (ſaid ſhe) your 
uncle has propoſed ſome abſurd match to 
Jou, and you have forfeited his future fa— 
Your by not complying with it.” | 
Fou will be ſurpriſed to hear that lord 


3— has made an application to my uncle,” 
Wd Henrietta, | 


H 3 „ cir- 


«K 7 5 | "Rr. | . 

durpriled 1” repeated Mrs. Willis; “ Wye 
t ; | 3 | 08 
o be ſure, conſidering how your affairs are 23-588 
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< circumſtanced, this is a generous way 
* proceeding. Well, I hope you begin now to 
« have a favourable opinion both of his love 
and honour,” 


<« am ſure I think highly of his prudence,” 
replied Henrietta, ſmiling : © only mark the 
© caution with which he acts in this affair; m. 


F 


poverty gave him hopes that I mould be in 
| « eaſy conqueſt, and that paſſion which ful 
| © manifeſted itfelf in an open attempt unon my 
* honour, ſought afterwards to allure me with 
I « bribes. It is not ſtrange that perſons who 
F ll «© hold money to be the greateſt good, ſhould 
{ | de think it more than an equivalent for virtue, 


PE er eh — — — — wm 
* 2 — — — — 


| „Here, however, he was diſappointed gn, 
| j ! | 4 to his great aſtoniſhment, no doubt, and mat. 
$3 I! 4 rjage is this honourable lover's laſt reſource; 
| if te put this he does not offer till be i fue I ha 
Wi | & have a fortune, if not equal to that of my 
| | 1 « rival the packer's daughter, yet at leaf fa 
W | « ficient to juſtify his choice 0 opinions 
| d the prudential part of the woi!s'; 2 pero 
| « haps he expects I ſhould purchaſe the mig 
| « blefling of his hand by the facrilice, the tem 
I | & porary facrifice at leaſt of tho principle 
[ « for which I have already ſuftercs iv much. 


It « Hat 
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Have you any reaſon for this ſhocking ſul- — 


« picion?” interrupted Mrs. Willis. 

« | think I have,” replied Henrietta: © a 
« reconciliation with my aunt is, it ſeems, a 
« neceſſary preliminary to his addrefles ; and 
« yet he heard from myſelf upon what condi- 
ation that reconciliation could only be effect- 
Ged. Henrietta, ſuddenly interrupting her- 
ſelf, eried out, There he is; there is lord 


1 


« Where? where y' ſaid Mrs. Willis, run- 


ning to the window. It is certainly he,” ſaid 


Henrietta, 4* he paſſed by in a chair. 
That inſtant they heard a loud rap at the door. 
« As I live,” cried Mrs. Willis (in a violent 
flutter) (he is come to viſit you. I hope you 
«will ſee him, miſs Courteney ; hear what he 
* has to ſay, pray do; there can be no harm 
ein that, I am ſure,” 


„Well, well,” ſaid Henrietta, ſmiling at 
ber ſolicitude; „I will ſee him; let him be 
*ſhewn into the other parlour, if you pleaſe,” 

Mrs, Willis, curious to ſee this young lord, 
Went herſelf to open the door. He bolted out 
i the chair; and, with a look and accent full 


Pi impatience, aſked her, if the young lady that 


Weed there was at home?“ 


NAA « Miſs 


51 
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well received; and, taking her hand, which he 
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« Miſs Courteney, fir ?” ſaid Mis. Willis, 

« Yes,” replied he, haſtily ; i; ſhe at home, 
* can I ſee her? Pray tell her a gentleman fron 
66 , enquires for her,” 

Mrs. Willis deſired him to wall: into the par. 
lour, ſaid ſhe would acquaint the yours 0 
with his being there; and a few moments after 
wards Henrietta appeared. 

Lord B— flew to meet her, wh ihe il 
of a lover conſcious of the right e had to he 


reſpectfully kiſſed, 
% Now,” cried he, exultingly, „can you 
% doubt the ardor of my paſſion for you ? and 
will you not at length confeſs that it is poſib's 
* for a man to deſerve you ?” 
“ Certainly; my lord,” replies Hentietta, 
« it is very poſlible.” 
« May I periſh if I think ſo (ſaid he) but 

« how poorly would words expreſs my adotz- 
«* tion of you. Judge of the purity, the arcor 
« of my love, by what I have done 9 make 
«« you mine— Have you not ſeen your uncle, 
© mils Courteney ?” | 
J have, my lord,” replied Henrietta. 
„ You have !” repeated his lordibip ; © and 
« in that grave cold accent too. Surely my 


I | inknown | 
« ſentiments and deſigns are til} un. 
| 66 you's 
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you: it is impoſſible elſe that you ſhould be 


thus inſenſible, nay ungrateful, I will ſay— 
for I have given no common proofs of love, 
I think,” 


« Indeed, my lord,” replied Henrietta, who 
al a mind to teaze this generous lover a little, 
you ſhall not ſuffer for your noble diſintereſt- 
edneſs— you ſhall not relinquiſh miſs Cord- 
wain and her immenſe fortune for me.“ 


« Name not her fortune,” cried lord B 
were it millions I would refuſe it for you.” 


«* Nay, now your lordſhip is quite roman- 
tick,” faid Henrietta, „to prefer to a rich 
beireſs an unhappy young woman, deſerted 
dy her relations, and reduced to ſeek a ſub- 
lſtence by her labour,” 


* Call not my paſſion romantick, inter- 
pted lord B , ** becauſe it ſoars above 
common conceptions : a mind fo elevated as 
{Jour's might give it a juſter epithet.” 


* Were my aunt,” purſued Hentietta, © to 
ave me her whole eſtate, you would {ill 
mate no inconſiderable ſacrifice by quitting 
mis Cordwain for me, ſince my fortune 
Would then be greatly inferior to her's. But 
Jou know, my lord, I have no expectations 
tom lady Meadows: I have declared to my 

H 5 | e uncle 
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< uncle the hard conditions upon which fhe 
<« offers to make me her heir, conditions thatl 
never will accept of; and therefore I may wel 
call your paſſion romantick, when, unde 
& ſuch circumſtances, you could think of mak 
* ing an application to my uncle.” 

« To be ſure, madam,” faid lord R— 
whoſe countenance expreſſed at once ſurprl 
confuſion, and diſappointment— I did aprh 
< to the earl, not perſonally indeed. I can 
ce trived it ſo that a friend of mine, who is ver 
intimate with his lordſhip, ſhould give him 
<« hint of your ſituation, and the ſentiment 

& I entertained for you: and, from the ac 
** count my friend gave me of his ſucceſs in hi 
<< negotiation, I conceived that you might 
ce prevailed upon—that is, that you would con 
& fider— For might I not hope, my dear mi 
<< Courteney, that you would not be infcn{ib 

of my affection.“ 

Here his lordſhip pauſed, and looked on Hen 
netta with a languiſhing air, ſeeming to Wi 

and expect that her tendernets would {pare n 
a further explanation; but our fair heroine 
who did not chuſe to collect his meaning fte 

the abrupt and inconnected fericnces be [13 

uttered, continued maliciouſly ſilent, 28 fs 

waited for the end of his diſcouric, 4 

| I 
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«T ſe: (reſumed he) that I have not been 
happy enough to inſpire you with any tender 
ſentiments for me. Pardon me, miſs Cour- 
teney, but I muſt be ſo free as to tell you 
that if you were not prepoſſeſſed in favour of 
another perſon, the proofs I have given you 
of my affection would not be received with 
b (uch indifference.” 


« There needs not any ſuch prepoſſeſſion,“ 
lied Henrietta, vexed at this hint, to make 
me receive with indifference the proofs you 
' have hitherto given me of that affection your 
lordſhip boaſts of. Am I to reckon among 
( theſe proofs, my lord, the inſult you offered 
me at Mrs. Eccles's, and the ſtrange declara- 
ton you made me in the country? 


* Ah, how cruel is this recapitulation now !” 
ied lord B: do I not do juſtice to your 


birth, your beauty and virtue, by my preſent 
honourabie intentions ?” 


«It is not enough for me, my lord,” faid 
that your intentions are honour- 
"able now; to have merited my eſteem, they 
odd always have been fo : but, to ſpeak 


play, J am ſtill doubtful of 28 inten- 
tionz.“ a 


enrietta, 


1 6 « Doubt- 
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*« Doubtful ſtill of my intentions“ fepentt 
lord B-— : © have I not declared them tb your 
« uncle, madam ? have I not ſolicited his in. 
<« tereſt with you?“ 

e Suppoſe that obtained my lord, {aid Hen- 
rietta, and that it has all the weight with re 
you could wiſh.” 

« Why then we ſhall be happy, my angel, 
cried he, taking her hand, and prefling it to hi 
lips. © You will be reconciled to your aunt 
sand I may hope for my father's conſent to our 
e union,” 

A reconciliation with my aunt is impo* 
<« ſible,” faid Henrietta, withdrawing ber 
hand. | 

Say not that it is impoſſible, replied lord 
B » but that you have not complailance 
©*© enough for me, to attempt it.” 

„D Did I not know it to be impoſfible, “ r 
ſumed Henrietta, „ would attempt it for mi 
te own ſake; but nothing leſs than the /acr 
* fice of my religion will ſatisfy my aunt: 9 
« this condition indeed ſhe promiſes to ſettle he 
« whole eſtate upon me ; 1 think 1 once to 
« your lordſhip fo.” TR 

« You did, my dear miſs Courteney,” inte 
rupted lord B; and I adore you forye 
« ſteady adherence to your prince. 


He 
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Henrietta was a little ſtartled at ſo unexpected 
« declaration ; but lord B — did not ſuffer her 
to remain long in the error his laſt words had 
occalioned. 


«Tf lady Meadows was not ſuch a bigot,“ 
purſued he, excuſe my freedom, mils, we 
« mioht expect that ſhe would receive my pro- 
« poſals with pleaſure, and make ſuch conceſ- 
« ſions in favour of her niece, as might en- 
„gage my father's conſent to our marriage: 
« but fince this is hopeleſs, is it reaſonable that 
you ſhould be the victim of her obſtinacy ? by 
& ſeeming only to comply with your aunt's de- 
a fires, all obſtacles to our union will be re- 
u moved ; a temporary compliance is all that 
eis neceſſary to ſecure to you a fortune, and a 
© rank in life ſuitable to your birth. Do not 
imagine that I wiſh to ſee you a proſelyte to 
© the religion ſhe profeſſes: no, if any thing 
could weaken my paſſion, your being capable 


would do it. I love you; I repeat it again, 
Love you for your piety.” 


ela, e you think that a little diſſimulation in 
Wis caſe would be a virtue.” 


« Tn 


of ſuch a change, upon intereſted motives, 


* Then, to be ſure, my lord,” replied Hen- 


* 
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In your circumſtances,” reſume! lord Bm, 
< it certainly would; for while your principles 
are unchanged, what do you facrifce, in 
s yielding to your aunt, but externals only? 
*« this ſacrifice your intereſt, your happine/s be 
* mands of you; let me add allo i|;2t you one 
it to a man who loves you wit! the dor! 
* do. And ſurely, to induftriou''y ſeck occi- 
« ſions of ſuffering for a religion, which, if you 
could be contented with fecrct]y profeſſing 
& you would be happy yourſelf, and make o- 
„ thers happy alſo, is to give the world reaſon 
to ſuſpect that oſtentation has a orcater ſhare 
*in your reſolves than piety. T (icretore, my 
de dear miſs Courteney, you {ce it is not the 
« facrifice of your religion that I require df 
e you, but of the reputation of Heng for it 

“ Well, my lord,” replied Heniicttz, wt 
had liſtened to him with great calmneß, 1 
« ever I was in doubt of your intentions, Jo 
ce have clearly explained them now ; 0! {en 
e and of the ſentiments you have avowed, Jo 
« may collect my opinion, when I declare i 
<« you, that if you had worlds to bo\1ow on e 
e would not be your wife.“ 


« Is this your reſolution, miſs Courteney! 
ſaid his lordſhip. 
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« It is, my lord (fhe replied), A reſolution 
juſtifiable upon your own great principle in- 
tereſt, It is my intereſt I conſult, when I 
prefer poverty and ſervitude to the fortune my 
© aunt can give me; becauſe the ſilent teſti- 


of infinitely more value than riches, It is in- 
tereſt by which I am influenced, when I re- 
( fuſe your offered alliance, becauſe I am ſure I 
* could not be happy with a man whom I can- 


not eſteem.” | 
Hold, madam, hold,” interrupted lord B—, 
this is too much: I have not deſerved this 
6 treatment, but I thank you for it; yes, from 
my foul I thank you for it: it has helped to 
F reſtore my ſenſes ; I have been fooliſh, very 
fooliſh, I confeſs.” 

His lordſhip indeed looked fooliſh enough 
nen he pronounced theſe words, which were 
ucceeded by a pauſe of ſeveral minutes: then 
uddenly ſtarting from his ſeat, and bowing with 
u affected negligence, c 


's to aſſure you I never will repeat it.“ 


where 


© mony of a quiet conſcience is, in my opinion, 


ke beſt apology I can make, madam (ſaid 
ej for the importunate viſit I have paid you, 


Henrietta courteſied gravely without anſwer- 
b bim; and having rung the bell for a ſervant” 
dttend him to the door, went into the room 
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where her friend was ſitting. Lord BR 
ſtopped, looked back, and, finding ſhe hal 
withdrawn, he ruſhed out hafti'y, and flung 
himſelf into his chair, glad of his eſcape, and 
congratulating himſelf upon the e, he had 
gained over his paſſion; for, in the hilt emo- 
tions of his grief at parting, he h3 almost ro 
ſolved to declare he would marty et nike 
any fortune: but her diſappearing ſo ſuddenly, 
gave him time for a moment's reflection, and 
that was ſufficient to hinder him from being 
guilty of an imprudence which he now trembled 
at the thoughts of. 
It is fo difficult for mean and ſelfiſh perſons 
to conceive that any thing but private advantage 
can influence the reſolutions of others, that not- 
withſtanding the proof Henrietta had given of 
her attachment to her religion, and her invi0- 
lable regard to truth, yet ſtil! lord 1. — ſip- 
poſed there muſt be ſome other tent motive 
for a conduct, in his opinion, highly ridiculous, 
and very inconſiſtent with that good ſente which 
it was apparent ſhe poſleſſed. 

Sometimes he fancied he had a rival ; and 
then, to clear a doubt fo tormenting, he Was 
upon the point of returning to her to offer her 
his hand upon her own conditions: but his 


avarice reſtrained him from making 10 dan- 
gerous 
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ous a trial: ſhe might accept his offer; and 
ith all the paſſion he felt for her, he could not 
flve to marry her without a fortune. 

To ſtifle a thought which ſuggeſted to him 
eſizns ſo deſtructive to his intereſt, he endea- 
ured to perſuade himſelf that her obſtinacy, 
i refuſing to temporize a little when ſuch 
jiehty advantages were in view, was the effect 
female vanity, which ſought diſtinction at 


was confirmed by his friend, whom he had 
ployed to ſound the earl her uncle with re- 
d to his propoſals, and to whom he now 
pmmunicated the reſult of his interview with 
enrietta, 

* Depend upon it,” faid this ſagacious per- 
In, * your goddeſs will deſcend from her ro- 
mantick flights, when ſhe finds ſhe has almoſt 
ſoared out of human ken; and is much more 
likely to be laughed at for her extravagant 
ally, than admired and applauded for her ex- 
rurdinary piety, Follow my advice (pur- 


lved he) ſuffer your miſtreſs to believe you 


bare broke her chains; if intereſt does not 


wake her wiſh to recall you, vanity will. 
Few women can endure that a lover ſhould 


E them ; and, to recover their influence, 
*} oſten make conceſſions, which, in the 
& zenith 


e expence of ſolid happineſs. In this opinion 


Il „zenith of their power, they would bar 


(wy teſs, whom her conduct with regard to her k 
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“thought impoſſible.” 

Lord B improved a little upon his friendy 
ſcheme, and reſolved to continue his addreſſes 
to miſs Cordwain, to pique Henrietta, he (aid; 
but in reality, he was as much in love with ths 
fortune of that young lady, as with the perl 
of our fair heroine ; and was not willing to h. 
zard the loſs of the one, While it was yet doubt 
ful whether he ſhould ever polls the other, 


CHAP. VI. 


Which concludes the fourth bo: , in 
hiflery. 


El Enrietta having acquainted Mis. Wil 
, with what had paſſed in ve: intervie 
with lord B 5 the good woinan, who h 
flattered herſelf that the affair wov'd 1510 en 
more happily (tho' more honour:bly it cal 
not) for her fair friend, conjurcd het, W 
tears of anxious tenderneſs, not to think 
going to ſervice again, but to allow the cob 


to emp! 
in her 
v0 


muſt neceſſarily oblige very high 
her good offices with lady Mea: 


HEN RIE T T A. 163 
ur, that a reconciliation might be effected, 


| been propoſed to her. 


« 1f] thought ſuch an application would be 
ſucceſsful,” replied Henrietta, I would rea- 
dy conſent to it. For you may eaſily ima- 
gine, my dear Mrs. Willis, that this low 
condition is not my choice : but I know my 
znt's temper 3 whatever ſhe deſires, ſhe de- 
ſires with ardor ; and makes a merit at per- 
W liſting obſtinately in a reſolution ſhe has once 
formed. Her pride will be a more powerful 
advocate for me, than any thing the coun- 
tels can urge; to that T formerly owed my 
Geliverance from dependence, more mortify- 
ing than ſervitude, This pride will no doubt 
be ſenſibly wounded, when ſhe finds that I 
an determined in my choice; if any thing 
1 make her recede from her purpoſe, it 
vil be the ſhame of ſeeing her niece reduced 
bo low, But ſurely it is not the way to con- 


y friends to teaze her with ſolicitations, 
Men ſhe has already declared her reſolution 
lüch ſtrong terms: ſhe will believe that I 
dle engaged them to make this trial; ſhe 
l be offended with their interpoſition, and 
cc per- 


hout thoſe ſhocking conditions which had at 


nde her I am really determined, if I allow - 
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<< perhaps be the leſs inclined to raife me from 
« this obſcure condition, as ſhe will not have 
** the merit of doing it from her own generoſity 
c and tenderneſs, but at the inſtances of others: 
* time only, my dear Mrs. Willis, can produce 
any favourable change in my circumſtances; 
eit will either ſoften the hearts of my relations, 
& or it will blunt my ſenſe of the mcanne{« of 
ce my condition, by familiarizing me to it, This] 
J am ſure of at leaſt, that, in the conſcioul- 
© neſs of doing right, I ſhall always find an un- 
&« failing ſource of happineſs, however Pro 
« dence may think fit to diipole of me.” 

% Ah, never doubt but vou are the care of 
te Providence, my dear miſs,” cried Ant. Will, 
&« ſuch virtue and piety muſt ſooner or iater be 
« happy : Heaven and your own prudence di 
„rect you.“ 
„I have not always been prudent,” ien 
rietta, fighing ; 5 but misfortunes, 7+ ble 
© told me, teach us wiſdom.” 


Mrs. Willis, obſerving an unuſual perſivens 
ſtealing over the ſweet features of Fcanetta d 
this reflection, changed the diſcourſe io a le 
intereſting ſubject, and employed her utmoſt a 
fiduity and tenderneſs to make the time » 
ſtayed with her paſs agreeably. 


HENRIETTA. 16; 


A veek being elapſed, and no meſſige com- 
ing from lady D——, Henrietta began to 
wprehend that ſhe ſhould be diſappointed of a 
place, in which ſhe expected more ſatisfaction 
than ſhe had found in thoſe ſhe had hitherto 
teen in, when ſhe was ſurpriſed with a viſe from 
he counteſs of 
She flew to receive + ie with a reſpectful joy. 
The lady tenderly preſſed her hand 
© T had buſineſs in the city (ſaid ſhe) and I 
s tock this opportunity to call on you— and 
* how do you do, my dear good girl? (purſued 
F ſhe) have you any agreeable news to tell me? 
* has your family relented yet?“ 
«I have no reaſon to think they have, ma- 
dam, replied Henrietta. 
« dhocking inſenfibility !”” exclaimed the 
buntels, lifting up her eyes; “you have been 
very il! uſed too by Mrs, W my ſiſter 
eln me. 
Henrietta ſmiled, but was ſilent. 
* Well, miſs Courteney,” reſumed the coun- 
„5 « will you come and live with me as my 
fend and companion, I know your generous 
Form of dependence; but it is the unworthi- 
daß of the donor only, that can make benefits 
it bey on a mind like your's : there is 
a much greatneſs of ſoul in receiving 
: 4 23 
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40 as in conferring benefits; and when te 
o friendſhip is the motive for giving, it is pride, 
«© not generoſity, to refuſe.” 
„Do me the juſtice to beli-++, madam" 
replied Henrietta, that I recciv+ (this inſtance 
of your goodneſs with the decpcf eratity dey 
< but there is Pe 
J underſtand you,” interrupted the coun 
teſs my ſon ; but I hope, when is mar 
< ried, you will have no objection to living wit 
% me as my friend.” 
The counteſs, in ſpeaking theſe words 
looked earneſtly on Henrietta, 
No, certainly, madam {cried ſhe, cageriy 
< I ſhall think myſelf happy in living with yo 
in any ſituation.” 
I] know not what to think of my ſon's cv 
« duct in this affair,” reſumed the countel 
< every thing is ſettled between my lord and 
<« young lady's father; but he fei finds pr 
tc tences to delay the match.” Her eyes, 25 
pronounced theſe words, ſeemed to demand 
explanation of Henrietta. 
I am afraid, madam (replied ſhe) * 
«© have been partly the cauſe of theſe delays." 
« That is candidly ſaid,” inter bel 
counteſs; have you ſeen my fon lately ** 


HENRIETTA. 167 


« T have madam,” anſwered Henrietta; “ but 
« your ladyſhip may be entirely eaſy,” 

« Eaſy !” repeated the counteſs; © why do 
« you imagine that I am ſo inſenfible of your 
« merit— but you know, my good girl, lord 
«B-— is in honour engaged to miſs Cord- 
„ wain,” 

His lordſhip's partiality for me,” ſaid Hen- 
fictta, (has induced him to carry this matter 
« further than (as he is circumſtanced) I think 
& he ſhould have done. He has cauſed my 
* uncle to be applied to; but this has produced 
* nothing, madam, I told lord B upon 
© what conditions my aunt had offered to ſettle 
her eſtate upon me; and his lordſhip is con- 
* vinced that I cannot comply with them. My 
* reſolution is fixed, my lord B knows It is 
*io, and you have nothing to fear, madam, 
* ſrom any imprudence on his fide, or any un- 
* generoſity on mine. I ventured to promiſe 
that J would deſerve the confidence you was 
* pleaſed to place in me on this occaſion, and 
*] hope I have and ſhall continue to deſerve 


by” 


Notwithſtanding the delicate manner in which 
flenrietta ſtated the affair between her and lord 
yet the counteſs diſcovered that her ſon 

ad ſhewn more prudence than generoſity, or 


even 
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even love in his behaviour; and, by a flrange 
contradiction in the human heart, {he at once 
approved and condemned, was pleased with, 
yet aſhamed of his conduct; but charmed with 
Henrietta's noble diſintereſtedneſs, her candour 
and ſincerity, ſhe embraced her with the ten- 
derneſs of a mother, and perhaps with the more 
tenderneſs, becauſe ſhe was not likely ſhe ſhoull 
| not be her mother. 
| I am impatient (ſaid ſhe) till I ca» have you 
| & with me, that I may have it in my power to 
« ſhew you how greatly I both love 5-4 eſtcem 
it vou.“ 
0 Henrietta thanked her with great politenck 
| and then told her of lady D 
| recommend her to a young lady, a relation 0 
her's. 
« Oh! miſs Belmour, you mean, faid-th( 
counteſs; my ſiſter mentioned it to me : thi 
it e js an agrecable young woman, has cry g 
« fortune, and is entirely miſtreſs hee 
„ She will be much better pleaſed to recen 
« you in the character of a com panion tha 
« 2 ſervant, when ſhe knows your birth a 
--- 66 merit.” 
1 « ] will owe obligations of that kind to nal 
ce but yourſelf, madam,” replied Hennet 
c and I beg this young lady may know no m 
90 
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of me than what is juſt neceſſary to recom- 
nend me to her good opinion as a ſervant.“ 

W The counteſs conteſted this point with her for 
dne time; but finding her not to be diſſuaded 
tom her deſign, Well!“ faid ſhe, kindly, 
«you ſhall be indulged this once, but remember 
J claim your promiſe to come to me when a 
certain objection is removed; in the mean time 
de will ſettle you with miſs Belmour in the 
& way you chuſe. She will be with my ſiſter 
" to-morrow morning; and if you come like- 
vile, lady D will introduce you to her.“ 
| Henrietta faid ſhe would not fail to attend 
Fu D—— Upon which the counteſs roſe up, 
Wild her at parting, and defired ſhe would look 
Jen her as one of her moſt faithful friends. 
Our fair heroine had reafon to be ſatisfied with 
de kind manner in which lady D recom- 
fended her to miſs Belmour, as well as with 
e reception that young lady gave her. She 
ured her home with her in her coach, and 
ured to her with an affability that Henrietta 
dad no otherwiſe account for, than by ſuppoſ- 
dhe counteſs had diſcovered her true name 
arcumſtances to her.— In this, however, 
* Vas miſtaken : her young miſtreſs was in 
R; the had occaſion for a confidant. Hen- 
us youth and gentleneſs promiſcd her ſhe 
el. I. 1 _ would 


of frequent converſations on this exbguſtleß 


of defending her conduct to one whole dut) 


all ſhe did. 
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would be an indulgent one: beſides, her god ſenſe 
and the elegance of her perſon and bch12vir {0 
leſſened the diſtance between the tres and 


2 


ſervant, that her pride was not wounded by the 
familiarity with which ſhe condeſcon. i, troy 
her, as the neceſſary prelude to the confidence 
ſhe was reſolved to repoſe in her. 

Henrietta liſtened with complaiſance to the 
overflowings of a heart tender by nature; and; 
wholly poſſeſſed, as ſhe thought, by a J-{erving 
object; but when miſs Belmour, in the courſe 


theme, gave her to underſtand that this !ovcr oY | 
whom ſhe boaſted was the huſband ©: ohe 
lady, from whom he had been pa te 
years, ſurpriſe, horror, grief, were e {tron2 1 :: 
impreſſed on her countenance, that her !ady bell nr; 
gan to repent of a confeſſion fhe had made, ee 
full confidence that her ſentiments, hate. 
they were, muſt needs be approved by her {ca © | 
rant. Ope 


But it being now uſcleſs as well as c:nz0/0 
to retract what ſhe had ſaid, ſhe was une 
neceſſity of ſubmitting to the mortilyiig 6 


well as intereſt ſhe had a moment beiore ce 
ceived it to be, to acquieſce in, or rather app 
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dne began with telling Henrietta, that Mr. 
Campley had when very young, been forced, 
by an avaricious father to marry a woman 
whom he could not love, and with whom he 
had been ſo miſerable, that a ſeparation was 
zxreed to by the relations on both ſides. 
Henrietta ſighed ſympathetically at this ac- 
count. Miſs Belmour, encouraged by this mark 
o her ſenſibility, proceeded with great fluency of 
12uage, to expatiate on the reſiſtleſs power of 
Ive: her lover's ſophiſtry had furniſhed her 
with arguments to prove, that the marriage he 
had been forced into was not binding in the fight 
of heaven, and that he was at liberty to beſtow 
bs affections elſewhere. She treated marriage 
wa mere human inſtitution, adopted the ſenti- 
ments of Eloiſa, talked of a union of hearts, 
Kernai conſtancy, generous confidence — Hen- 
letta heard her with patience ; but being out 
df breath at Jaſt, ſhe ſtopped, and ſeemed to 
expect a reply. | 
Our fair heroine, with all the humility becom- 
ing her ſtation, but at the ſame time with all the 
duch; ot ot virtue, oppoſed the ſpecious ar gu- 
nents ſhe had urged with others which reaſon, 
Klivion, and the purity of her own ſentiments 
kwveſted to her: theſe, however, made very 
Ae imprefion on miſs Belmour, She yawned, 
12 ſmiled 
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they have gained, will fix his heart em 
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ſmiled contemptuouſly, and was {creral times 
ready to interrupt her with an authoritative air, 
but reſtained, from the conſideration that her 
woman was now, by the participation a her ſe- 
cret, become her companion, if not ſomething 
more. 

Henrietta, deſpairing to reſcve her unhappy | 
miſtreſs, by motives of piety, from the ſnares } 
that were laid for her, ſought even to interclt | 
her paſſions in the cauſe of virtue, 

« You depend, madam (purſued ſhe) upon 
your lover's conſtancy ; but what ſecurity can 
„you have that he will be conſtant? 

What ſecurity !” interrupted miſs Belmour, 
rouſed to attention by ſo intereſting a 911 1 
his vows.” 

& Theſe vows, madam (ſaid Henri-trz 
c expire with the paſſion that cauſed them * 


ct will be conſtant as long as he loves, u. 
long he will love, is the doubt. DO 6 

I am really vain enough to imagine, E. 
plied miſs Belmour, bridling, that toi . ; 


& atti actions I have received from natur-, 1nct 


4% quite free from any apprehenſions of that lot 
& I can aſſure you.” - 2 
& You have charms, milam,” ſaid , Hent! 


Etta, that entitle you to a worthier conqueſt 
6 thi 
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« than of a man, who, not having it in his 
« power to marry you, yet diſhonourably ſeeks 
« to enſnare your affections.“ 

« Tt js natural to wiſh to be beloved by 
« thoſe we love,” replied miſs Belmour: 1 
am convinced Mr. Campley loves me.” 

« If he loved you fincerely, madam,” faid 
Henrietta, “he would not make you unhappy 3 
« true love never ſeeks the ruin of its object: 


« cilintereſtedneſs is the teſt of love; Mr. 4 
« Campley's by that.“ 48 
« Mr. Campley has no mean, ſelfiſh deſigns 
upon my fortune,” cried miſs Belmour. 
His deſigns are mean and ſelfiſh in the high- | 
w eſt degree, replied Henrietta, © ſince he ex- 
* pets that to make him happy you ſhould ſa- \ 
* crikee your peace, your honour, and your re- 
© putation 3 and ſhould he ſucceed in theſe de- 
* tigns, which heaven forbid, the neglect he 
* will ſoon treat you with will convince you, that 
* love, when not founded on eſteem, cannot 
*d laſting : for the contempt which even li- 
* bertines feel for thoſe whom they have ſe- 
* duced, is a proof of that ſecret homage which 
al men pay to virtue.” 
f! thought Mr. Campley would ever fail ö 


our 
wel n the reſpect and adoration he pays me now,” 
thi kn mis Belmour, 6 I ſhould hate him.“ 


13 „The 
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« The only way to preſerve that veſped, 
c madam,” replied Henrietta, * is not to al- 
low him to encourage any preſimptuons 
© hopes: if you wiſh to keep his heart, engaye 
« his eſteem; he may one time or other, pet- 
« haps, be at liberty to offer you his hand.” 

„ Ah, Henrietta!“ interrupted} mils Bel- 
mour, ſighing, “that time is very diſtant, 1 
* fear: but you have put ſtrange thoughts into | 
„my head; I have been to blame to ſuffer Mr. 
« Campley to talk to me ſo freely of his paſſion: | 
e indeed I think he has been leſs reſhcctful, 
« fince I ſuffered him to perceive that I preſer- | 
« ed him to all the men I ever faw, I own 
te to you freely that it was my appie + niions of 
« loſing him that made me liſten to "13 argu- 
ments; for I thought, if I reduced him to 
e deſpair, he would conquer his paſſion for me: 
„but what if the very means I have uſed to 
« keep his heart ſhould prove the cauſ- of 115] 
e ſighting mel Oh! you do not know what 
e anxious, uneaſy doubts you have raiſev 11 mY 
« mind However, I am reſolved to chat 
« with more reſerve to him for the fiituic. 8 
« will try whether his paſſion is ſtrong en 
to ſubſiſt of itſelf ; for you have c ced m 
« that the hopes with which I have hitherto fe 


66 it have been leſs likely to nou riſh than to col 
&i 7 16 1 


HENRIETTA. 175 


Henrietta would have been better pleaſed if 
ſauiments more pure had ſuggeſted this deſign ; 
but it was à great point gained to prevail with 
her on any terms to diſcourage the addreſſes of 
man whoſe love was a crime. She flattered 
herſelf likewiſe that this unexpected ſeverity in 
mit Belmour would produce an alteration in her 
unworthy lover's behaviour, which might tavour 
her views of exciting her reſentment againſt 
tim; and in this ſhe was not miſtaken. 

Mr. Campley thought fit to be offended at 
the new plan of conduct miſs Belmour had laid 
down for herſelf, and complained of it at firſt 
vith that mixture of haughtineſs and ſubmiſſion 
which a man, who is ſure he is beloved, thinks 
he has a right to uſe 3 but, finding this had not 
lne effect he deſired, he had recourſe to a per- 
bnated indifference, in order to alarm her with 
the fear of loſing him. | 

Hlentictta, whom ſhe acquainted with every 
change in his behaviour, told her that this was 
be time to humble her imperious lover. You 


*0r be contented to receive them of him: his 
am was to degrade you to a miſtreſs ; he will 
oe you, you ſee, upon no other condition.“ 
Ike it! I ſeeit plainly l“ interrupted miſs 
our, burſting into tears; “ where is now 

I 4 « that 


——  — —— — — ————— 


" muſt either give him laws, madam (ſaid ſhe) 
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him that you are reſolved not to purchaſe the 
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<« that aweful love he profeſſed for me, when x 
11 look, a ſmile, was a ſufficient reward for zl! 
his ſufferings Dear Henrietta tell mc what 
] ſhall do to ſhew him how much i hate amd 
« deſpiſe him.“ 

Avoid him, madam, as much :- poſhbic,” 
replied Henrietta. When you happen to mer! 
him in company, ſuffer him nor to t + 
you apart, and receive no lettcrs from him; 
<< perſiſt in this conduct, and you will convince 


** continuance of his affect ion by the faciilice 
* of your honour. If he is capable of a H 
and generous paſſion, he will eſteem and re 
* verence that virtue which oppoſes bi» tes; 
and his eſteem will ſtrengthen his love,” 

“ Yes,” cried mifs Belmour, be ſtall find 
<< that he is not ſo ſure of me as he has the pics 
„ ſumption to imagine. I will tell him { my 
e ſelf, and ſee him again, but it ſhall vb» ov'yt 
declare that I will never ſee him ma 
<< me pen and ink, my dear Henrietta : I wi 
c appoint him a meeting at lady D— 
evening; and while the company is engage 
< at cards, I ſhall have an opportunity to tell big 
te the reſolution I have formed, and doubt Nd 
* but I will ſpeak to him in the {everclt ter 


«m7 
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4 my reſentment can ſuggeſt : he ſhall know, 
« to his confuſion, that I am in earneſt.” 

« Indeed, madam,” ſaid Henrietta, “that is 
not the way to perſuade him that you are in 
a carneſt; let your actions ſpeak for you; ſhun 
« him carefully, and then he muſt be convinced 
that you do not feign.“ 


« ] have thought of a way to torment him,” 
fad miſs Belmour, after a little pauſe ;z “ J will 
Koo to Paris, Laſt year ſome ladies of my 
« acquaintance propoſed to me to go there with 
« them, and I had almoſt confented ; but the 
« wretch, who braves me ſo inſolently now, 
declared then that he could not ſupport my 
© abſence, and feemed ſo overwhelmed with 
* grief that J put off my journey for that time: 
but now were he to offer to ſtab himſelf at 
* my feet, it ſhould not alter my purpoſe. I 
* will write to him this moment, and let him 
* know my deſign.“ 


Let me intreat you, madam,” ſaid Hen- 
netta, © not to do that; go firſt, and write to 
bim afterwards— And yet I could recom- 


"mend a better way of puniſhing this inſolent 
* lover,” 


* Tell me what better way,” cried miſs Bel- 
our, eagerly, 


* Te 
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“It is to marry, madam,” revlied Hen. 
rietta ; „ chuſe out of that crowd of lovers 
* who addreſs you, him whom you think mo! 
&« deſerving. Marriage will ſecure vour peace, 
* your honour, and reputation, and efiecually 
© puniſh the man who made the ſacrifice of al! 
18 _ the neceſſary condition of his lovelor 
cc you,” 

This expedient was not at all approved of by 
miſs Belmour. She declared ſhe hated the 
whole ſex for Mr. Campley's ſake ; and Hen- 
rietta had no difficulty to believe her however, 
ſhe prevailed with her to promiſe that {he would 
keep her intended journey ſecret till ſhe was 
Juſt ready to depart, that it might not ſrem as 

if ſhe meant only to alarm her deſigning lover, 
This promiſe ſhe obſerved ſo ill, vi ſlic de- 
clared that very day at lady D inten- 
tion to ſpend a few months in NR Mr, 
Campley, who was there, and who fill kept up 
his aſſumed indifference, inſtead of endeavout- 
ing to alter her purpoſe, as ſhe expected. cold 
congratulated her on the pleaſures {he wo! 
enjoy in that enchanting metropolis. VU BY 
mour came home ready to burſt with rage al 
diſappointment. 


te I knew how it would be, madam,” ( 

nf 
Henrietta, if you talked of your . 
| Canes 
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« Campley thinks he ſees through the artifice of 
« jt: all you can do now is to haſten your de- 
« parture.“ 


e am reſolved II ſet out to-morrow morn- 
« ing,” ſaid miſs Belmour. No matter for 
« preparations ; pack up a few neceſſaties to 
« take with us in the coach, and leave direc- 
« tions for my trunks to be ſent after. When 
« we come to Dover, if there is not a packet- 
« boat ready to fail, I'Il hire one at any price: 
«T ſhall not be at reſt till I have convinced 


* this man I am really determined to avoid 
him.“ 


Henrietta kept up this ſpirit; and after ſhe 
had given proper directions to the houſekeeper, 
and ſent orders for the coach to be ready early 
in the morning, ſhe buſied herſelf in packing 
up, her lady affiſting, in a violent flutter of 
ſpirits, and wiſhing impatiently for the hour of 
departure, 

Our fair heroine had ſome objections to 
tiking this journey herſelf, but her concern for 
mils Belmour over-ruled them all. She was 
dot willing to leave unfiniſhed the good work 
he had begun; and ſhe was apprehenſive that, 
lf the young lady was left to the guidance of 
ler own paſſions, this ſudden (ally of reſent- 
T6 ment 
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ment would end in a reconciliation fatal to hey 
virtue. 

She would have been glad to ſee the rountels 
before ſhe went, but there was no time for 


this viſit ; therefore ſhe contented herſelf with 


writing to that lady, and to her friend Alis. 
Willis. The counteſs received the news of 
this journey with great pleaſure, becauſe ſhe 
hoped that abſence would effectus ly cure her 
ſon's paſſion for Henrietta, the conſequences of 
which ſhe was ſtill apprehenſive of, notwithſtand- 
ing he had ſhewn an extraordinary prudence in 
the conduct of it. 


But Mrs. Willis was very uneaſy, leſt any 
thing ſhould happen that might make her re- 
pent the removing herſelf thus from 2!! her 
friends, and putting. herſelf entirely in the 


power of a itranger. Had there been time for 


it, ſhe would have endeavoured to diſſuade 
Henrietta from going; but, recollecting that 
Mr. Bale was in France, and that they might 
poſſibly meet, ſhe reſolved to write to the old 
gentleman, and give him a full account of 
every thing relating to the ſituation of his fair 
perſecuted ward, not even omitting his ſon's 
doubtful behaviour with regard to her for ſhe 


knew, that if they met, Henrictta 712 7 be 
ſilent 
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flent upon that article, and yet it was neceſſary 
he ſhould know it, that he might be convinced 
her misfortunes were Chiefly owing to his ſon's 


treachery ; and this conſideration ſhe hoped 
yould produce ſomething to her advantage, 


HENRIETTA 


BOOK THE FirrTy 
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CHAP. 


Contains an adventure, in which 3 hc | 
more than ordinarily intereſtid. 


N the mean time, our fair travel 
ing regulated their affairs in t. 

ner the extreme hurry they were i wo! 
admit, ſet out for Dover in miſs Belmont 
coach. That young lady, ſtill agitated wit 
the violence of her reſentment, which N ente 
took care ſhould not abate, and elated with il 
hope of reducing her lover to deſpair, “ th 
leaving him, thought the horſes went too fe 
for her impatience. She wiſhed for wings 
convey her at once far from him, and dect 
that ſhe never deſired to ſee him mo!c 
Henrietta obſerved that ſhe frequently lo look 


out of the windows with an air of anxious e 
pectatio 


* 
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pectation, and would figh when ſhe drew in her 
head again, as if ſhe had been diſappointed 
Doubtleſs ſhe had conceived hopes that her 
lover would follow her ; and, conſidering this 
neglect as a new proof of his indittcrence, it re- 
coubled her rage, and ſtrengthened a reſolu— 
ton which reaſon and virtue had very little ſhare 
iN, 

This thought gave Henrietta great concern : 
der converſton promiſed no great permanency, 
fince it was founded on ſuch motives ; but all 
ſhe could now do was to manage her paſſions, 
for the time was not yet come, to touch her 
heart by ſentiments of piety and virtue, 

On their arrival at Dover, they found the Ca- 
is packet-boat ready to ſail. Miſs Belmour, 
wo would fain have lingered at Dover a day, 
vas not much pleaſed with this circumſtance, but 
ter pride was concerned not to betray any irre- 
Wution z accordingly ſhe embarked with a to- 
krble good grace; and the wind continuing 
lir, they ſoon landed at Calais. 

Mifs Belmour having made the journey be- 
ue, was under no embaraſſment how to con- 
Wh herſelf, The cuſtomary ceremonies at 
mung being over, ſhe proceeded to the inn 
le hag formerly been at; and having hired a 
liaiſe for herſelf and Henrietta, and a horſe 
for 
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for her ſervant, ſhe ſet out immediatc'y fg 
| dinner, and reached Boulogne that . ing. 
| As the chaiſe ſtopped at the inn put up 
; | at, two gentlemen alighted from their horles 
| at the ſame time; one of whom herrin they 
| were Engliſh ladies advanced, and relpecifully 
[ offerod them his hand to help them out, Miß 
lj! Belmour, pleated with the graceful appearance 
| of this ſtranger, politely accepted his .#iltance 
which he likewiſe tendered to Henrietta, wholt 
charms, at the fir glance, made a poweriy 
i: impreſſion on his heart. 
'F His eyes told her this io intelligibly, that Ci 
1 was under ſome confuſion; yet i: tound 
| herſelf a kind of ſatisfaction at the aten on witl 
F which he gazed on her, and was now jor th 
4 Arſt time ſenſible to the pleature cf 
4 but, accuſtomed to watch Cate over fl 
1 motions of her own mind, ſhe cl cced the 
ing vanity ; and a little aſhamed of 10/5 
diſcovered in herſelf, the hatlity wandten 


* 


band, which he ſtill held, as not H 0:9 
enough of himſelf to part with it, ! 
was already out of the chaiſe ; au wy 
him by a gracetul courtefy for his civihty; 
followed miſs Belmour into the 10051 the 1 


lady had conducted her to. 
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The young gentleman ftood gazing after her 
v long as ſhe was in fight ; then turning to 
bis friend, who was giving ſome orders to their 


kotmen, 

« Oh, Charles !” cried he, with a look half 
krious, half gay, „“ my fatal hour is come.“ 

« What! I'll warrant you,” ſaid the other, 
% you are ſhot through the heart with the 
a . of the younger of thoſe ladies; I ob- 
"ſerved how you gazed on her.“ 

i «I; ſhe not a charming creature?” exclaimed 
the firſt ; What features ! what a complex- 
Lion] what elegance in her whole form {—l 
m ſure ſhe has wit; I ſaw ber ſoul in her 
Ceyes,” 

« Faith ! I am half concerned for you,” in- 
erupted Charles, with an affected ſeriouſneſs : 
tis will be an unfortunate encounter, I am 
Fakad,” 

* Can we not think of ſome method to in- 
troduce ourſelves to them?“ cried the other, 
Fitout ninding what he had ſaid: I ſhall 
dot reſt till I find out who they are.” 

* What will it ſignify to you to know,” 
1}; Ned Charles: 60 they are going to Paris, and 
1e la ve to London,” TC 

| «Why aye, that js true,” ſaid the other, 
r ſhall go different ways in the morning; 
and 
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© and yet—what think you, my dear Charly, 
of going back to Paris for a few days, and 
* we ſhall have an opportunity of eſco:ting 
© theſe fair travellers *!=Come, it vill be but 
* frolick, and I know you are no enemy tg 
« them.” 

don't like this frolick,” fehle Charles; 
&« it has too ſerious an air: ſure you orc {franc 
% charmed with this girl—Juft up" ihe point 
« of ſeeing your father and your fan!'v, att 
* a long abſence, and fo ſudden!y to rel! 
«© upon protracting your ſtay from them— 
« don't half like it I confeſs, and chis once, m) 
lord, I muſt oppoſe your inclinations,” 

« Oh, fir, you are grave!“ replicd his Jord 
ſhip, a little ſullenly, „ you have * mind t 
<« exert the governor too; but let me tel! jou 


« and the terms we have hithcto ed upoll 
se this wiſdom is very unſcaſonabla 

The young lord, having fad with fon 
emotion, haſtily entered the hou:s ; and calli 
to the inn-keeper to ſhew him a ro0m, Ne 
away, without taking any farther notice of 
governor, who ſtood muſing tor {one Ut 
after he was gone, and then followes 1m wi 
an intention to bring him, if poſvic 


reaſon, 


Und 
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Upon his entering the room, he found his 

4 leaning ON A table, with a diſcontented 

He juſt raiſed his head to ſee who it was 

* came in; and immediately reſumed bis 
frmer poſture, without ſpeaking a word. 

The governor looked at him a moment in ſi- 
knce ;, at laſt, h | 

„This penſiveneſs (ſaid he) and this cauſe- 
[eſs reſentment z3 are they not ſtrong argu- 
ments againſt my.complying with your pro- 
roſa! ? The impreſſion this girl has made on 
pour heart muſt needs be very great, ſince it 
"ran make you already forget that friendſhip 
ou have vowed for me, and in which I placed 
„o much happineſs.” 

*It is you, not I, who ſeems to have ſorgot our 
"mutual friendſhip,” replied: the young nobles» 
tan, melted at thoſe laſt words: Why did you, 
"my dear Charles, loſe the beloved friend and 
companion in the auſtere governor ? is not this 
"range affectation !“ 

* Indeed, my lord,” replied the governor, 
how Id be unworthy the title of your frienc, 
"II was not attentive to your intereſt.” 

Was there ever any thing ſo abſurd,” inter- 


ted his lordſhip, © to make a ſerious affair of 
dle idle curioſity !” 


“ Don't 
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Don't you make a ſerious affair of it,” f 
plied the . governor, „and I {hi} be wn 
< tented.” 

„Well, then, you conſent to 0 back u 
Paris with me,” faid the pupil 

If you are reſolved to go, an ſweted th 
governor, * to be ſure I will go with you,” 

% Now you are my friend again,“ faid th 
young lord, hugging him: „I promiſe vou, 
will not ſtay long in Paris; but we mutt h 
a Freeman and Melvil again, my dear Char, 
„Ah, how many pleaſant adventures ha 
< we had under thoſe names !” | 

If this proves of no greater conſequence, 
reſumed the young governor, I she! not re 
« gret coming into your ſcheme ; but I conk 
] am alarmed at your eagernels t© follow 
« young woman. She ſeems to have made! 
e ſlight impreſſion on your heart: there 15 daig 
in theſe fort of attachments; huw d you x06 
how far this may lead you!“ | 

„What ſtrange notions have entered } 
& head! ſaid the young nobleman; © 
hardly worth while to make 2 {*rious auf 

c to them: but this you may depend upon, & 
<« I never will follow my inclinations in 0 
6 tion to the duty I owe my father. An« i 
« what do you think will become 9 * 


« 
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lanzerous attachment? but (added he, ſmiling) 

ve muſt make our fellow-travellers a viſit ; 

theſe inns are charming places for ſhortening 
the ceremonies of a firft introduction.“ He 
re the bell, without waiting for his friend's 
mer, and, one of his ſervants appearing, he 
wered him to preſent Mr. Freeman's and his 
mpliments to the two Engliſh ladies, with a 
elt that they would permit them to wait 
don them. 

flenrietta felt her heart flutter at this meſſage; 
her natural reſerve made her wiſh miſs Bel- 
m would decline the viſit of theſe young 
kmen, However, that lady returned a 
anſwer, and permiſſion for them to come. 


N 


\ 
a 
Il 


Henrietta, ſenſible of an agitation which ſhe 
W never known before, would have choſe 
| to have ſhared this viſit 3 but it was not poſ- 
e to avoid ĩt: miſs Belmour had obliged her 
low off the character of a ſervant, and to 
| with her upon the footing of a friend 
k companion ; to which Henrietta was in- 
a to conſent, by the hope ſhe had, that 
kmiliarity would furniſh her with oppor- 
tes do guard her unhappy miſtreſs againſt 
fs into which her blind paſſion was hurry- 


Þ her, 


To 
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To this mark of conſideration and eſleem 
miſs Belmour added a moſt affeAioate boha. 
viour, which entirely won the heart of the tender 
and grateful Henrietta: for nothing { much te- 
ſembles true friendſhip, as thoſc connexions 
which lovers form with perſons whon: they mak 
the confidunts of their paſſion. 


Thus circumſtanced, Henrietta was oblize 
to receive the compliments of Mr. \tc!:'! ard 
his friend, as well as her lady, who, foo! after 
fell into a fit of muſing, that made en 
for our fair heroine to keep up u converſa 
tion with the two gentlemen, Which ine d 
with that ſprightlineſs and vivacity % natural tf 
her. 

The graces of her wit, the eaſy clegance e 
her manners, and the modeſt dignity © het de 
portment, formed new chains for the heat! 
Melvil. He looked on his friend with n. & 
ulting air: his eyes challenged his adwirati 
of the woman, whoſe merit juſtines the ſent 
ments he entertained for her, 

At parting, he told the ladies, that, f 
he was going to Paris, as wel! as they, 
hoped they would allow him the plcaſure of ( 
ſcorting them; and that he would regulate 
journey entirely by their“. 


1 
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Henrietta, who well remembered to have 
bn theſe travellers taking the very contrary 
wote, was a little ſurpriſed at this declaration 
hat miſs Belmour, abſorbed in her own reflec- 
tons, was wholly ignorant of that circum- 
tance; and, conſidering this offer in no other 
let than that of general politeneſs, ſhe re- 
gired it with her uſual complaiſance, 

The youth and bEauty of the two ladies 
made their apparent independent ſituation a 
utter of curioſity to Mr. Freeman, as well as 
tte proſound melancholy in which one of them 
emed buried, | 

Melvil was little concerned in theſe enqui- 
ts; all his thoughts were taken up with 
be perfections he found in her who had 
armed him; and he was much leſs ſolicitous 
„ Gſcover who ſhe was, than how to make 

nſelf agreeable to her. He found ſhe was 

It married, by the other lady's giving her 

e title of miſs when ſhe ſpoke to her; and 

t vs perfectly ſatisfied with this knowledge. 

mſcious of the ardor with which he already 

Med this fair ſtranger, he was apprehenſive 

 Wakening the fears of his friend, by dwell- 

> (00 long on her praiſes ; but he received 
| teftimony, which Freeman could not help 
Pig to her merit, with ſuch an undiſguiſed 

2 tranſ- 
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tranſport, as drew from him ſome ſerious ad 
monitions, which he rallied off with a fprighth 


air, and then changed the diſeourſe to a lels in 
tereſting ſubject, 


CHAP. II. 


. ſhews that it is egſier to be wiſe fir 
others than ourſelves, 


HO! miſs Belmour's melanchc'y bh. 
hindered her from taking any gteat ſha 

in the converſation during this viſit, yet 6 
mind was ftill free enough to obſcive, th 
Henrietta had made an impreſſion upon t 
heart of Mr. Melvil. She congratulated he 
ſmiling, upon her conqueſt ; nor did lier ra 
lery even ſpare her: for Henrietta, who, | 
a full hour, had appeared animated with 
extraordinary vivacity, became all on u 
penſive and ſilent. This change cad c 
menced at the time Mr. Melvil went awa 
but ſhe did not perceive it herſelf, aud ftart 
as from a dream, when miſs Belmour reproach 
her with it. 
en that ſhe had given room fe 
ſuſpicion of this nature, ſhe began, as (00! 
| I 
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be was alone, to examine her own heart: 
mils Pelmour had praiſed the perſona! graces 
o Mr. Melvil, and it was but juſtice to own, 
hat he was eminently handſome ; but was ſhe 
weak enough to be dazzled with the beauty 
en man? No, certainly; his countenance 
jlealed her, becauſe it was a picture of his 
did; candor, ſweetneſs, benevolence, ſhined 
n every feature: the politeneſs of his addreſs, 
is gentle manners, that air ſo noble, yet fo 
xeuliarly ſoft and engaging, his good ſenſe, 
ud, above all, the juſtneſs and purity of his 
gniments, which ſhe had time enough to diſ- 
wier Curing their converſation ; were not theſe 


Wities which a modeſt young woman might 
deem? and is love a neceſſary conſequence of 
Wteming one of that icx? Muſt ſhe deny 
elf the pleaſure of approving virtue and 
writ, for fear of loving it roo much? It was 
ls ſhe argued, and ſoon diſpelled thoſe doubts 
Mich mils Belmour's raillery had raiſed in her 
nd, 

While Henrietta, under the notion of barely 
Meming what was indeed truly worthy of 
km, was inſenſibly giving way to more 
ble ſentments, Mr. Melvil, who loved with 
de tenderneſs and ardor of a firſt paſſion, 
Ws really was, burned with impatience 
Yor. II. —— 5 
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for the hour when they were to join the fair 
travellers: Freeman directed his aticntion 0 
mils Belmour, which gave the young lover an 
opportunity of employing his Whole care and 
aſſiduity about his miſtreſs, who aſcribed 4 to 
his natural politeneſs, and remaincd in a pe. 
fect tranquility, as well with regart to lis {en- 
timents as ber own. Miſs Belm 2 
ence, however, ſoon let her into te tectet of 
their hearts. Melvil's paffion Wes ec aps 
parent enough, notwithſtanding the pains h. 
was at to conceal it, thro' fear of :s friend” 
troubleſome remonſtrances ; but te 
tho' hid from herſelf, was open to 
mour's diſcerning eyes, and ſhe exulted in th 
diſcovery. 

This rigid cenſurer of her conduc! ; this in 
flexibly virtuous maid, was entangled n th 
ſnares of love. She perceived that {hc herd 
was ignorant of her own danger, {1c v4 
reſolved not to draw her out of this e ſec 
rity by any unſeaſonable railleries : 0, 
ever uſeful the ſtrict principles of Henrict'a 
been to her, yet ſhe could not ber tte ſup 
riority they gave her; and ſhe 1646! 
hope, that a paſſion, perhaps 2s i 97{114 
placed as her own, would reduce 7 1 
_ equality with her, 4 
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Their journey now drew near a period: 

Melvil trembled at the thoughts of parting ; he 

had indeed laid the foundation of an intimacy 
with the two ladies, which would give him a 
right to viſit them in Paris; but he had been 
uſed to ſee the object of his paſſion continually, 
fom the firſt moment of his acquaintance 
with her: and altho' they never ſeparated till 
the evening, yet he thought the time amazingly 
long till they met again. How then would he 
he able to ſupport an abſence of two or three 
days, which decorum would oblige him to 
make the interval of his viſits? beſides, ſhe 
was ſtill ignorant of the ſentiments ſhe had in- 
ſpired him with, Hitherto he had never found 


one ſhould offer, how could he declare himſelf 
to a woman, for whom he felt as much reſpect 
love ? yet one, whoſe birth he was igno- 
rant of, who ſeemed to be in a dependent ſitua- 
tion, whom he could not think of marrying, 
and whom he durſt not wiſh to ſeduce. 

The difficulties he could not remove he 
endeavoured to baniſh from his thoughts ; and, 
Vithout confidering what mult be the event of 
the paſſion he was thus indulging, he for the 
pretent confined all his wiſhes to the pleaſure of 
leeing her, | 


2 ; Miſs 


an opportunity of ſpeaking to her alone; but if 


2 m 


— Sir ar ow 


, , 5 . A 
1 - e = G —_ N 
— . 2 i 4 j ? * * , 
A Pc * OY * 
a r ad - 2 — 


Fer preſent triumph, ſhe thought, Wass 


—ͤꝓ—— «Sts ng 


| a day's journey of Paris. On their arrival 
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Miſs Belmour had often wondered that this 
young lover ſhewed fo little ſolicitude to make 
opportunities of ſpeaking to his miſtreſe in pri- 
vate. She could not impute this bet:aviour to 
want of ardor ; every look he gave her was 
expreſſive of the tenderneſs his foul was filled 
with: it was then reſpect, it was awe, it was 
fear of offending, that laid him under iis te- 
ſtraint. How glorious this for Henrictta | how 
humiliating for her, who had ſcarce eſcaped 
falling a ſacrifice to the diſhonourable attempts 
of her lover! Was ſhe then leſs capable oi in- 
ſpiring a reſpectful paſſion than her woman? 
or did her charms act more powerfull; on the 
heart ſhe had ſubdued, than thoſe of Henettu! 
This queſtion her ſelf-love eaſily decided; and, 
from the ſame ſentiment, ſhe was pe: ſuaded 
that Henrietta, with all her boaſted virtuc, 
would defend herſelf as weakly againſt the !over | 
her inclinations declared for, as ſhe 1: woe, 


ing to her own ſtrength than her lover's weak- | 
neſs, who had not yet made 2 formal attack 
upon her heart: curioſity to know what effect 
the declaration of his paſſion would hu, mate 
her reſolve to give him an opportunity of {pcak- 


ing to her in private. They were nos within 
at 


the 


HENRIE T T A. 197 


the houſe where they were to dine, Mr. Free- 
man, as uſual, went to give orders for theſt en- 
tertainment, and left Melvil with the two la- 
ties, Miſs Belmour, pretending that ſhe had a 
mind for ſome particular diſh, ran after him, 
and kept him in converſation, that he might not 
interrupt the lovers, who being now for the firſt 
tine alone together, were both equally einbar- 
nſled. 

Henrietta caſt down her eyes, ſurpriſed at 
the confuſion in which ſhe found herſelf, and 
ſhocked at the intelligence this new emotion 
pave her of the true ſtate of her heart. Mr. 
Melvil 2pproached her trembling ; he could not 
relolve to loſe fo favourable an opportunity of 
Leclaring his ſentiments to her: but the natural 
wocneſs and rectitude of his mind ſuggeſting 
to him, that it was a kind of fraud to ſeek en- 
coutagement of a paſſion, the deſign of which 
de was not himſelf able to anſwer for, he re- 
mained a few moments in ſuſpence. | 

This ſilence increaſed Henrietta's embarraſſ- 
ment, but ſuddenly reflecting upon the advan- 
age it gave Mr, Melvil over her, ſhe turned 
ter eyes towards him, with a look, in which 
be endeavoured to throw as much indifference 
8 poſlible, but which, nevertheleſs, had an 


K 3 _ with- 


* * 


Wfual coldneſs in it; fo that Melvil, partly | 
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with-held by his extreme delicacy, and partly 
by the awe which this ſevere glance inſpired him 
with, dropped, for that time, all thoughts of 
declaring his paſſion, and immediately cntered 
into an indifferent converſation. 

Henrietta ſeemed as if relieved from a pain- 
ſul load; her countenance reſumed its former 
ſweeineſs, and the talked to him with her uſual 
vivacity; yet mils Belmour, at her return, fay 
ſome remains of her late uncaſineſs in her eyes; 
ſhe obſerved too, that ſhe ſpoke leſs to Mi. 
Melvil, and more to his friend than ſhe did be- 
fore; that ſhe ſtudiouſly avoided the s of 
the former; and that her behaviour to him was 
leſs free and obliging than it uſed to be. All 
this ſhe looked upon as the play of coquetry; 
and in Mr. Melvil's apparent melancholy foe 
faw its purpoſe and effect. 

But Henrietta taught by what paſſed in her 
own heart, during the few moments ſhe was 
alone with Mr. Melvil, that fhc not c:1:y con 


2 9 


fidered him as a lover, but a 
ble by his engaging qualities, 1% 10 
ſtrengthen her prepoſſeſſion m n b 
continuing to ſee and converſe wit 1 
B 's behaviour had given 107 v19h = 
of the diſintereſtedneſs of wen Lremout 


at her own imprudence, in 10-447 | 
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humble ſtation that Providence had placed her 
in, as to entertain ſentiments of tenderneſs for 
1 man, who, from the inequality there was be- 
tween them, might think himſelf authoriſed to 
form expectations injurious to her honour : tho 
her weakneſs was ſo lately known to herſelf, 
jet ſhe fancied it had been perceived by others 
before, and that even Mr, Melvil had diſcovered 
the preference with which the regarded him, 
| was this thought which made her ſo ſuddenly 
der her behaviour; but as indifterence is, of 
al diſpoſitions of the mind, the hardeſt to 
kien, Melvil imputed the apparent conſtraint 
n her manner to ſome diſguſt he had unhap- 
dy given her, and miſs Belmour to the artifice 
df 2 coquet, 

Henrietta, who was far from imagining ſhe 
rer. acted her part, continued, during the 
wolz time they were at dinner, to avoid her 
wrer's looks, ſo carefully that he had no oppor- 
nity to make her comprehend by them, how 
much he was concerned at her extraordinary 


Wines, However, ſhe could not, without 
WeAation, refuſe him her hand when they left 
de inn; but they followed Mr. Freeman and 
Ris Balmour fo cloſ e, that it was not poſſible 
ir bim 0 peak to her without being Over- 
Ef; and he in vain ſought her eyes: they 

| | KE 4 Were, 
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were always directed another way. He ſighed 
when he helped her into the chaiſc :; aud if he 
had not turned her face from him th; moment, 
the bluſh with which it was oveiipread, would 
have ſhewn him that ſhe took but too much 19. 
tice of that ſigh. 

« You are melancholy, Henrietta,” {aid miſy 
Belmour, after looking at her in filence for a 
Tong time, attentive to the motions of her mind, 
which might be eaſily read in her counte- 
nance. 

« AmT, madam?” replied ſhe, with 2 {zh 
half ſuppreſled, and a gentle ſmile. 

„Ves, indeed, are you,” refumed miſs Be] 
mour, mimicking the languid accent in whic 
ſhe ſpoke ; “ and I don't remember that Ie 
e ſaw you ſo before.” | | 

„ And yet I have many cauſes ior elan 
« choly, madam,” replied Henrictta, whoi 
heart was full, and ſhe eagerly graſped at tai 
opportunity to relieve herſelf by tears ; tears 
which ſhe ſuppoled ſhe gave to the rem-mbranc 
of her misfortunes, without aſking heric't, wh 
that remembrance was more poignatit nacht 
before. 

« Ah! Henrietta,“ ſaid miſs Belm ſhakin 
ber head, your heart has undergoie à ge 
"66 change within theſe ſew day $—- You arcl 
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«love, my dear.” Is it poſſible, madam,” 
med Henrietta, haſtily, her fair face all crim- 
ſoned over, that you have diſcovered ? 
Do you think thait— Then, to be ſure, Mr. 
6 Melvil.”— She ſtopped abruptly, and caſt 
own her eyes: the mention of that name ſeemed 
tolead her to a conſciouſneſs, that ſhe had be- 
tayed herſelf, 


Miſs Belmour was affected with her beauti - 
kl implicity. Don't be aſhamed, my dear 
© Henrietta,” ſaid ſhe, taking her hand, „to 
«ſpeak freely to me. From me (added ſhe, 
aſghing) you may be ſure of indulgence.” 


«No, madam, no,” interrupted Henrietta, 
wih great earneſtneſs, << I would not ſeek in- 
dulgence for my weakneſſes: but I conjure 
* you, madam,” purſued ſhe, with tears that 
n ſpite of her endeavours would force their 
Wy, “ ſuffer me to return to that humble ſta 
"tion, from which your partial. kindneſs raiſed 
me - You have made me forget I was a ſer- 
ant — It does not become me to view with 
i ſenſibility the merit of perſons fo greatly above 
me. But you ſhall find, madam, that I will 
*repair this error, and that my conduct thall be 


0 
luch as may render me not unworthy your 
elteem.“ 


K 5 | Not- 
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Notwithſtanding the delicate turn WH : Hen. 
rietta gave to a declaration, which {cc 1 ſho 
was determined early to conquer her hin, 
yet miſs Belmour conſidered it as a tri mph over 
her, who had not been capable of adding with 
equal prudence, | 

„It is happy for you (ſaid ſhe, co!!! | that 
you need no aſſiſtance to help you to keep 
* your paſſions in ſubjection; but i owe you 
© too many obligations for the good counſel 

; you have given me, to permit vou to appear 
* in any other character than that of ny 
© friend.” 

Henrietta's mind was in ſo much zgitation, 
that ſhe did not take in the full ſenſe of this ar- 
ſwer, but ſtruck with the obliging purport o 
the laſt words of it, ſhe expreſſed her -ratitud 
in terms full of tenderneſs and reſp-ct. 

The fight of Paris drew them both out © 
Jong ance, which had ſucceedcy a 4 
tion with which neither had been; . Ren 
rietta, becauſe it had diſcovered fo mu: 1 weak 
neſs on her ſide ; miſs Belmour, becauſe it he 
ſhewn ſo little. 

Their chaiſe, as miſs Belmour had Cirecta 
ſtopped at the houſe of her banker in Potts. T 
two gentlemen were already at the ſide of! 
Mr. Melvil, as if he was afraid Her:rictta Won 


Ps! 
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eſuſe him her hand, ſeized it with trembling 
bete; and, as he led her into the houſe, ven- 
tured to preſs it with his lips, unperceived by 
ny one elſe. Henrietta, imputing this bold- 
nels to the diſcovery he had made of her ſen- 
tments, pulled ber hand away haſtily, giving 
bim a look at the ſame time that expreſſed her 
reſentment 3 but all her anger could not pre- 
rent her from being affected with the ſoft lan- 
guor that appeared in his face, and the ſubmiſ- 
fre manner in which he had yielded to the eſiort 
h: made to withdraw her hand. 

Miss Belmour, at parting, told them, ſhe 
honed to ſee them agzin in a day or two, when 
ſhe ſhould be ſettled. Her Pariſian friend ſoon 
procured her convenient lodgings, and, at her 
Gre, recommended to her a Femme de Cham- 
dre, among the other ſervants he provided her, 
wich Henrietta in vain oppoſed; but fixed in 
ter deſign to avoid Mr, Melvil, ſhe took care to 
de ſeldom in the way when he came. 

Mis Belmour blamed her for this conduct. 
* You will make the man think you love him, 
"ard arg afraid of him (ſaid ſhe) by flying 
60 im.“ 

f I loved him, madam,” replied Hen- 
beta, dla Hing, „is it not prudence to avoid 
Kim!“ 


K6 « Why, 
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„Why, I don't know,” ſaid miſs Belmour, 
« Mr. Melvil certainly loves you; and, what- 
<< ever inequality there may be in your condi- 
tions, yet love is a great leveller: he may 


« poſhbly intend to marry you.“ 


<« It is not fit I ſhould ſuppoſe he has any 
e ſuch deſign, madam,” reſumed Henrietta, 
<«'fince it is highly improbable ; and 7 will not 
* expoſe myſelf to the danger of vcing de- 
* ceived, I have ſome-where read (added ſhe, 
© ſmiling) that in love flight is vic tory; and 
« this way at leaſt I ſhall be ſure to conquer,” 

Miſs Belmour, who knew how G%ifficuit it 
was to be in love and be wiſe, Jauche at a fe- 
ſolution, which ſhe did not think it would be 
always in her power to maintain, Poor Hen- 
rietta, who had ſo artleſsly laid open her heart, 
was often expoſed to the molt poignant taille 
from her; but at length ſhe was delivered {rom 
this kind of perſecution by a ſurpriſing aeration 
in miſs Belmour herſelf. 

This young lady, who had fled from her 
lover, rather with a hope of ſtimulating his pal- 
fion than of ſubduing her own, though ſheen- 
deavoured to impoſe upon herſelf in believing 
the latter to be the true motive of her condudl 


fell into a moſt violent deſpair, when {he found 
| | that, 
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that, far from following her, he did not even 
ſeek a reconciliation by writing to her, Sick 
of herſelf, the world, and tired of her exiſt- 
ence, ſhe miſtook the agitations of a heart 
tortured by jealouſy, diſappointment, and the 
panas of flighted love, for the motions of grace 
ind the genuine marks of repentance. She 
neglected her dreſs, took no pleaſure in any 
muſement, avoided company, and ſpent whole 
hours in her cloſet, where ſhe wept and prayed 
by turns. 
She told Henrietta, that the world and all 
s pleaſures were grown inſipid to her; that 
her whole foul was filled with divine love ; and 
that the thoughts and exerciſes of religion made 
w ell her happineſs. She then paſſionately re- 
netted that there were no religious communi- 
les among the proteſtants, where à mind that 
m weaned from this ſublunary world, and all 
non lb vanities, might freely indulge its pious con- 
knplations, and devote itſelf entirely to Hea- 
en, „Oh, how happy are the nuns?” the 
aciaimed ; © how I envy them! Sure nothing 
Fan be more delightful, when perfons are 
tuly pious, than to live in a religious ſociety 
excluded from all commerce with a world 
ey muſt certainly deſpiſe. I think I ſhould 
de perfect} happy if I was in a cloiſter.“ 
Hen- 
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Henrietta congratulated her upon ny 
ſentiments, but endeavoured to prove 1+ bee 
was more merit in paſting through ! 
nocence, and in rightly performing 
than in flying to the gloomy ſolitude aj 
ſter, where virtue is ſecured by bolts -: 1 
and the exerciſes of religion perſon ed 25 1 
penance. She recommended to he; ine fd 
of the ſcriptures, and put ſome pracical tte 
tiles of religion, written by the beſt anti;o:s cn 
that ſubject, into her hands: but the vel of 


this new convert was fo flaming, that nochu 


would ſerve her but a total retirement fen t 
world; and ſhe made ſuch ſrequ en !1+ to 
convent, where a friend of her's had ing taket 
the veil, that Henrietta was appre! de th 
nuns would diſcover the true ſtate ©! er min 
and take advantage of her paſſions to p-rvert he 
principles, and ſecure her to themſelucs. 


While theſe whims poſſeſſed ber, e was 
inacceſſible to all viſiters, that Mr. U. c 
with difficulty get admittance, Freemaa 1a 


1,451 


the progreſs of his paſſion with graut unc 
and, finding that he could not be prevaites © 
to leave Paris, reſolved to write to bis 12104 
and give him a hint of the dangerous attac 


ment his ſon had formed, that he might ſe 
| 
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him a peremptory. command to return to Eng- 
und; but before he could execute this deſign, 
Melvil, to his great ſurpriſe, told him, that he 
would leave Paris in two days. The poor 
youth expected his friend would have expreſſed 
ſame joy at this news; and, being diſappointed 
# his receiving with indifference what had coſt 
tin ſo many pangs to reſolve upon, 


Von make me no compliments,“ ſaid he, 
wih a tender ſmile, „upon the conqueſt I 
« have gained over my inclinations : do you 
« think I can baniſh myſelf from miſs Benſon 
« without concern?“ 

am ſure I cannot hear you ſpeak in this 
manner without concern,” replied Freeman. 
"|; it fit for a young man of your rank to 
entertain a ſerious liking for a woman, to 
"whoſe birth and character you are an abſolute 
stranger.“ ; | 
There is not a man in the world,” reſumed 
Melvil, eagerly, „who need to bluſh for lov- 
ung miſs Benſon ; her perſon, beautiful as it 
Ek, is the leaſt of her charms ; that mingled 
Elweetneſs and dignity in her manners, that 
Egnaceſul modeſty which diſtinguiſhes every 
word and action of her's, exalt her above all 
Fite women I have ever ſeen, You have 
heard 
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< heard her talk, and you could not help own. 
«© ing that you thought her very ſenſible,” 
Well, but what is all this to the purpoſe 7 
interrupted Freeman; * what fionihes aj. 
e buting ſuch goddeſs-like perſections to an ch- 
| | <« {cure girl, whom, if you were at liberty to 


i “e diſpoſe of yourſelf, you would not, I ſup, 
4 ce be ſo mad as to marry : your fortune would 
| I l « enable you to make other propoſ«!-, !els un- 
| 11.4 % worthy of yourſelt, though advantagcous e- 
191 « nough for a young woman in her dependent 
« ſituation.” . 

14 « May I periſh,” replied Melvil, «ith be 
| | 1 emotion, if I would degrade ſuch excellence 
1 e to a miſtreſs; but if I were capable of ſuch: 
| | b &« deſign, her virtue, I am ſure, is incorruptible 
| i «« Have you not obſerved with what care {he 
|} c ſhuns me? She knows I love her, but fhd 
"4 &« knows not with what purity I love her; ard 
5 « conſcious of her ſituation, ſhe is afraid I ſhoul 
'W 3 « take advantage of it to declare myſelf in 
Wl e manner that would wound her delicacy. 
“Charming creature, how I love her — In 
4 deed, wy dear Freeman, it is time to Þ 

« cone.” 

* ſee it plainly,” replied Freeman, 
c are grown quite romantick Me will {et 0 
* to-morrow, if you pleaſe ; for, with the trans 
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6 notions you have entertained, I think you 
« 0yght not to truſt your ſelf here any longer.” 


The lover conſented with a ſigh, but at the 
fame time put his friend in mind, that civility 
dligcd them to go and take leave of the ladies. 
Freeman could not reaſonably oppoſe his mak- 
ng this viſit z and, after he had given proper 
directions to the ſervants for their journey the 


next day, he accompanied him to miſs Belmour's 
bdgings, | 


CHAP. 11. 


In which mit Belmour acts the part of a true 
female friend. 


HEY found the two ladies together: 
Henrietta could not, without affectation, 
wc her lover that day, as ſhe was in the room 
Men he came in; and he, who had not been fo 
Iturate for ſeveral days before, found ſo much 
Klizht in looking at her and hearing her ſpeak, 
ſat he forgot he came to pay a farewel viſit, 
Mich Mc. Freeman obſerving, took care to 


Pin their deſign of leaving Paris the next 
1 


Melvil's 
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Melvil's gaiety was immediately over-c:{ 
Henrietta turned pale, Freeman was :tentive t; 
his ſriend's emotions, and only mils Bam 
had freedom of mind enough left to tpcak, $k 


Freeman anſwered ; for Melvil continued (ent 
with his eyes fixed upon Henrietta, who has 
bent her's towards the ground: -cont-ious 0 th 
emotion with which ſhe had heard the news 
their intended departure, ſhe durit n-: !00!; 1 
teſt the perſon, from whom ſhe was e 
tous to hide her concern, ſhould read it io ail 
in her countenance. 

Recovering herſelf at length, up; I 
mour's taking occaſion to thank ther 22! 
the civilities ſhe had received from 1-71 dun 
their journey from Calais, ſhe added 4 1547 1507 
to her compliment; but, in doing to, her che 
lightly glanced over Mr. Melvil, and died 
their looks full upon his friend. 

The converſation was dull nom: 
hours that they ſtayed; and Freer 19% 
the young gentleman wanted refo.ut0!; t 
an end to the viſit, roſe up firſt, MT. Nc 


fo likewife, though with apparent teac 


and having ſaluted miſs BelmoUr, © Hach 
5 . dl 
Henrietta, trembling. She turned f 26 
— ä . 1 

ſucceſſively ; a ſoft ſigh ſtole fon. Ne 
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in too much emotion to obſerve her's: he 
ited her with an air of ſolemn reſpect; but, 
> ſhe retired a ſtep back, a ſudden impulſe, 
wich he could not reſiſt, made him take her 
bod; he preſſed it to his lips with paſſionate 
mdernels, and, ſighing, quitted the room with 
te utmolt precipitation. 

Ennetta's eyes overflowed ; ſhe made haſte to 
e them beſore miſs Belmour, who attended the 
qitlemen as far as the door of her anti-chamber, 

red, | 

Ah! my poor Henrietta,” ſaid that young 
lr, who perceived ſhe had been weeping, ** I 
fie you What ſordid wretches are theſe men! 
Melril loves you, and yet he is able to leave 
jou; nav, I am perſuaded he has diſcovered 
four tenderneſs for him What monſtrous in- 
mttude | you ought to hate him, my dear.” 
* You bid me hate him, madam,” replied. 
anetta, fmiling, “yet ſay every thing that 
dan contro me in a favourable opinion of him. 


175 


«le loves me, and has ſeen any weakneſs in 


mn, ne gives the. beſt proof of his love in not 


KKnr to take advantage of that weakne(s.” 


WAP... | 
WW Eehngur, who thought this a ſtrange way 


[ 


ecloning, anſwered no otherwiſe than by a 
PIN: mile, which ſeemed to ſay ſhe was re- 
bet to juitify him at any rate; while Hen- 

| rietta, 
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} Fo. all thoughts of their journey were now 


| 4 & 1 


aſide; phyſicians were ſent for, who Proel 
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rietta, finding in her lover's behaviour a deljea 
which agreeably flattered her eſteem oi kim, ch 
riſhed his remembrance wich a ten g 
perhaps, for the firſt rime, repinc( at her u 
happy fortune, which had placed uch 14 
between them. 
As ſoon as the two gentlemen | 
lodgings, Melvil, who found 
low-fpirited, propoſed to bis friend te (pe 
the evening at a noted Hotel, vith fon 
young Engliſhmen of faſhion, wh were new 
arrived: Freeman conſented ; but biene wi 
unealineſs, that his pupil, who til then þ 
been remarkably abſtemious, puſſiad bout 
bottle with great velocity, and con hot be pt 
ſuaded to go home till the night was far 2 
vanced. 
Mr. Freeman ſaw him in bed. and then reti 

to his own chamber, full of apptehenſions I 
this ſudden intemperance ſhould hve any Þ 
effect on his health. As ſoon as it was l12ht 
went to his bed-fide, and found him with alt 
ſymptoms of a feveriſh diſorder up Nis 
which the agitations of his mine i: d contrib 
more perbaps than the liquor of which e 

_ drank fo freely. 

; NC 
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; he was dangerouſly ill: Freeman, full of 
icty, ſat cloſe to his bed, holding one of his 
mine hands tenderly preſſed between his. He 

him figh frequently, and from thence took 
non to aſk him, if any ſecret uneaſineſs oc- 
ned his indiſpoſition ? 


The young gentleman attributed his ilInefs 


de; but his fever increaſing, he grew deli- 
„and then the name of miſs Benſon was 
tinually in his mouth. | | 
Freeman, judging by theſe ravings of the deep 
preſſion this young woman had made on the 
ut of his pupil, blamed himſelf for fo obſti- 
ly oppoſing his paſhon, and, judging from 
mrietta's ſituation that ſhe would not refuſe to 
to ſuch propoſals as his fortune enabled him 
xe her, he reſolved to attempt ſomething 
o friend's favour. | 

x curioſity having led him to make ſome en- 
it concerning miſs Belmour of ſeveral per- 
| that had lately arrived from England, he 
(ſhe had but a doubtful character; her con- 
Ions with Mr. Campley having expoſed her to 
© ceuſure: of her companion he could learn 


ing; but, concluding from the friendſhip 
* Wpcared to be between them, that ſhe was 


Want in this amour, he flattered him- 
{elf 


rely to the debauch he had made the night 
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ſelf that ſhe would not be a very difticult con 
queſt. 
1 He ſhut his eyes upon all that was wrong j: 
. this proceeding; and, conſidering no, ing b 
the intereſt of his friend, he thought it |: 2 
gerous to give him a miſtreſs, than to truſt hin 
to the fantaſtic power of his paſſion, viich mi? 
hurry him on to a clandeſtine marriage ] 
The young gentleman was in a few days en 
tirely out of danger from the fever; but his ſich 
and the penſive air of his countenaiicc, ſhewe 
that his mind was not at eaſe. 
If you were able to go abroad,” ſaid Fre 
man to him, we would viſit our En: lad 
once more before we leave Paris, They im 
6c“ gine we are in London by this tinc, d 
ce be ſtrangely ſurpriſed to ſee us again. 
ce Then. they do. not know I have been 
replied Mr. Melvil. EY 
Not yet,” faid Freeman; but if cu 
ce they ſhould know, I will wait on them thi 
tc ternoon, and tell them what has kept 5 
« Paris ſo much longer than we intended. 
Melvil affected to receive this p:opoſal 
indifference; but his friend obſer ed, cet 
was more chearful than before, and doubted 
but he expected the news of his i1!neis N 
have ſome effect on Henrietta. 
JT 
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He went at the uſual hour, and was immedi- 
ly admitted: you are in Paris ſtill, then!“ 
exclaimed miſs Belmout, in a joytul accent, as 

Ion as Freeman entered her apartment, “I am 
6 excellively glad. of it, I hope your agreeable 
friend is with you.” 
Freeman, a little diſappointed at not ſeeing 
Fenrictta with her, anſwered coldly, that Mr. 
lil had been indiſpoſed, which obliged them 
delay their journey. 
* [ fancy,” ſaid: miſs Belmour, with an arch 
u 4 that the air of Paris is mighty neceſſary 
for your friend at this time, you are in the 
rong to hurry him away.“ 
* You have a great deal of penetration, ma- 
Gam,” replied Mr. Freeman, ſmiling, < you 
lave ee the cauſe of his illneſs, I believe.“ 
believe I have,” reſumed miſs Belmour, 
ad perhaps I could tell him ſomething has 
mant contribute to forward his recovery.” 
freeman began now to think his ſcheme was 
e hopeful way. To be ſincere with you, 
Mam,” faid he, with a graver look and 
at, „ Mr. Melvil is deſperately in love with 
mils Benſon,” 
Poor man !” cried miſs 3 laughing, 
e 13 to de pitied truly, for miſs Benſon is = 
kherately | in love with him likewiſe,” 


« How 


* 
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ſtarted at the fight of Mr. Freeman, aud in 
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% How happy would this news make him !” 
exclaimed Freeman. Am I, madam, at liberty 
© to tell him?“ | 

„ Certainly,” replied miſs Belmour, told 
« you for that purpoſe ; and now what de you 
& think of my franknefs ?” | 

6 adore you for it, madam,” ſaid Freeman 
taking her hand, which (encouraged by her be 
haviour) he kiſſed with great liberty. 
purſued he, looking at her tenderly, © wiz 
cc adcitional charms does kindneſs i, tq 
& beauty! 

&« hear miſs Benſon on the ſtairs,” (aid mil 
Belmour, withdrawing her hand; I will gin 
« you an opportunity to plead your fend 
© cauſe: remember what I have told vou, a 
don't be diſcouraged by a little affectauon.“ 

She ſtopped upon Henrietta's entrance, w 


mediately after her fair face was coc Wi 
bluſhes. 

<« You ſee we have not loſt our (004 fel 
« yet,” ſaid miſs Belmour. Henvirtta a 
ſmiled. * I muſt defire you, my dear,” purk 
that young lady, “ to entertain Mr. teens 
„ ordered ſome trades-people to | 
about this time.“ | 
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dhe hurried out of the room when ſhe had 
ſud this, not without ſome conſuſion ſor the 
part he had acted ; to account ſor which, it is 
neceffary the reader {Eould know that the mind 
of this young lady had undergone another re- 
ution, within the few days of Mr. Melvil's 


1 A letter from her lover, filled with tender 
complaints, and new aflurances of everlaſting 
hidity, had baniſhed all thoughts of devotion 
and a convent. She had anſwered it immedi- 
rely without communicating it to Henrietta; 
der trauſport at finding herſelf {till beloved, and 
the fear of diſguſting him by any new coldneſs, 
buried her on to the moſt fatal reſolutions. She 
mited him to come to Paris to her; and, not 
wubting but he would inſtantly obey her ſum- 
mons, {hc was now only ſolicitous how to re- 
wncite Henrietta to her conduct, and oblige her 
v keep ker ſecret. 

The vnexpecaed news of Mr, Melvit's being 
ſill in! Paris, and Mr. Freeman's icknowleig- 
ſent of his friend's paſſion for Henrietta, an- 
ered) alf her views. She imputed the reſerve 
nrietta had been nate 10 eee leis to 


a in 
W. 


friel 
a 0 
i arti 
'CeMa 
end! 


N | 
her lover and was perſua ded La the Yn cg 


7 had made of her tenderneſs for him, 
Ol. II. . Would 
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would put the affair upon ſuch a footing, 26 60 
make her leſs rigid in her remonſtrances Hitch te- 


ſpect to Mr. Campley. 


. IV. 


Which contains a very intereſting ours, 


IREEMAN, though perſuaded that mils Bel. 
mour was a woman of intrigue, am by e 
ſequence entertaining no elevated idea of her 
companion, yet found himſelf fo awed by the 
modeſty that ſhone in her countenance, ud the 
dignity of her perſon and manner, u hc wa 
at ſome loſs how to introduce the ſubject hi 
had brought him thither. Henrietta, however 
innocently led him to it, by expreſſing her fur 
priſe to ſee him ſtill in Paris, 
* You ſay nothing of my friend, madam, 
ſaid Freeman; and this indifference with: 
« gard to him is a very bad omen.” 
hope Mr. Melvil is well,” faid Henrett 
gravely, without ſeeming to take any e 
the ſtrange ſpeech he had made. 
<« He is better than he was three v7 {our 04 

<« ago,” replied Freeman, „ when hie pl 
o cijans deſpaired of his lite,” « Bi 
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„ Blefs me! cried Henrietta, with an emo- 
ton ſhe could not ſuppreſs, “ has Mr, Melvil 


been ſo ill then? I am extremely concerned to 
« hear it.“ 


« You would, no doubt,” ſaid Freeman, “ be 
« more concerned if you knew you were the 
« cauſe.” | 

This kind of raillery, Mr. Freeman,” re- 
lied Henrietta, a little confuſed, “ is not at all 
&zorceable to me, I aſſure you.“ 


« By Heaven I am ſerious,” reſumed Free- 
nan; „my friend loves you with the utmoſt 
6 ardor { Jam a witneb to the birth and pro- 
"rreſs of his paſſion, and to his fruitleſs endea- 
* yours to conquer it. The effort he made to 
"leave Paris, has almoſt coſt him his life; he 
* was taken ill the evening before our intended 
departure. Oh, miſs Benſon ! had you heard 
*with what tenderneſs he called upon your 
* nanic, when the violence of his fever had de- 
* prived him of his ſenſes, I am ſure you muſt 
have piticd him.“ 


freeman perceived by the changes in Hen- 
letta's countenance, that ſhe did not hear him 
Whout emotion. He pauſed, in expectation 
Vi one pretty affected anſwer, that would give 
ne while it ſeemed to deſtroy it ; but Hen- 
L 2 rietta, 


—— 


ceived from miſs Belmour, 
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rietta, with a compoſed look and accent, te 
plied, 

« If I am to believe this account of your 
c friend's illneſs not exaggerated, permit me to 
« ask you, fir, what is your defign by making 
«© me acquainted with his ſentiments, and what | 
you expect from me upon this occation * ö 

Freeman was a lictle diſconcerted by this 
ſpeech, and at the manner in which ſhe delivercy þ 
it; but, relying on the intelligence be had te- 


„ expect you will have compaſtion on wv | 
“ friend (faid he) and give him an opportunity 
* to declare to you himſelf the paſſion you hawcf 
* inſpired him with.” 


oa | «K, 
„J will be very free with you, Mr. Free- | 
4; « 
; . * | ( 
„ man,” replied Henrietta; “ your rea; 
1 
„ currence with your friend in the liking Yo 'ou fi { 
1 6 
<& he has entertained for me, is not con! 8 
1 148 4 
with your good ſenſe and prudence. . 
5 5 1 | , 22 0 
« Melyil is a young man of rank and 10:1. i, * 
« [ d dependent; my birth erbap * 
am poor and dependent; my birth £702} 1 
2 . 2 vai nparytc Hin 5 
greatly inferior to his. M ill his parents, $1! 
a £ N be 
« you, approve of ſuch a choice 7” 
. bn Ir 
“% What has parents to do with a tener 01 M1 
ol * 0 Sata 0 10 
gagement?“ interrupted Freeman; a 0 
Vie 
© pagement in which the heart only M 
in 


Bt ſulted.“ 
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« Were my heart ever ſo well diſpoſed in ſa- 
* your of your friend,” reſumed He:irietta, not 
willing to underſtand him, I would not re- 
« ccive his addrefies without the ſanction of his 


. 9 © 57 
0 PUCNTS contient. 


Freeman could hardly help ſmiling at this 
formal declaration; and, ſuppoſing that the 
belt way to drive theſe ſtrange notions out of 
der head, was to acquaint her with Melvil's 
q241ty, which he likewiſe expected would have 


rs {mall influence over her, 


et is not fit (ſaid he) that you ſhould be 
* any longer ignorant of the rank of him whom 
„your charms have ſubjected. Melvil is not 
the name of my friend ; he is the heir of an 
* uſtrious title and a great eſtate : he loves 
ou, he will make your fortune; do not throw 
* away this opportunity of freeing yourſelf from 
* poverty and dependance, nor let a romantic 
notion of virtue deprive you of the advantages 
"at are offered you.” 

Hold, fir,” interrupted Henrietta, riſing 
m her chair, e this inſult is too plain; 1 
ht not to have liſtened to you fo long.“ 
de ſpoke this with tolerable compoſure ; but, 
lding her tcars begin to flow, ſhe turned aſide 
® Onceal them, and haſtily wiping her eyes, 
7 ORs 
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the looked on him again with a kind of cam 
diſdain, 1 
* know not (ſaid ſhe) what weaknels you 
have diſcovered in my behaviour to encourage 
* you to make me ſuch ſhocking propos, S 
but I may venture to tell you, though I an 3 
not the miſtreſs of this apartment, that . I 
** dvors of it ſhall never be open to yu 
again.“ 1 
She was hurrying out of the room when y 
had ſpoke this, leaving Freeman in fo »: a 
conſuſion, that he knew not what to ſay ge here 
when miſs Belmour entered with a letter _l 
hand. 4 
Do you know a gentleman of the name of 
4 Bale (caid ſhe to Henrietta) who is at pre: 9 
at Montpclier?“ 4 
do, madam,” replied ſhe, looking gag 
at the letter. 2 
«« Then this letter is for you, I funpbe 
ſaid miſs Belmour, it was inclofed in avnothe 
« to me, and directed to my banker 
c your name Courteney ? you ſee the ſupcrfcr 
tion is for mils Courteney.” 


« The letter is certainly for me, madun 


ſaid Henrietta, bluſhing. 


£6 Ol 


Jan 
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« Oh ! then,” replied miſs Belmour, ſmiling, 
and giving it to her, “I have diſcovered a ſecret, 
« find.“ 

Henrietta retired immediately; and miſs Bel- 
mour approached Mr, Freeman, who ſtood 
L-2ning over his chair, with his eyes hxed on the 
ground, 

« What is the matter with you ? (ſaid ſhe) 
ou look exceſſively pale. 

© Where is miſs Benſon, madam ?” ſaid he, 
ſaning out of bis revery at the ſound of her 
dice. | 

dhe is in her own chamber, I believe,” re- 
pied nus Belmour; “ but did you take notice 
* of what paſſed about the letter, I delivered it 
" to het before you on purpoſe : you ſee ſhe in 
a manner owned that Courteney is her true 
name, is not this ſtrange 7”? 

© I muſt beg leave to ipeak to her again,” 
ad he, interrupting her, and making towards 
de door, „ which way, pray madam ?” 

Miſs Belmour followed him, ſurpriſed at tha 
witation he appeared to be in; and, pointing 
02r0om juſt oppoſite, © you will find her there,” 
lad ſhe, : 

*reeman opened the door without any cere- 

ny ; Henrietta, who was reading her letter, 

L 4 looked 
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looked up at the noiſe he made in enteiung:! 

de this is extremely rude, fir (ſaid ſhe) I defite 1 

4% you will TIP be gone, and trouble me 4 

© no more.” But, apprehenſive that he world 
not quit her ſo eaſily, ſhe ruſhed by him. and 
was running to the room in which {he 14 llt 
mi's Belmour : he took hold of her hans, 0 


prevent her leaving him; and the was upon the 
point of exprefling her reſentment at the wo- | ; 
tence of this treatment, in harſher terms t 1 N 
any ſhe had yer uſed, when ſhe ſaw tear $01 1 2 
in great abundance from his eyes. Me i © 


this ſight, ſhe ſtood ſtill, but endeavoure.! ri *© 
diſengage her hand, looking at him ear:2cti!', WM 7: 
and in the utmoſt aſtoniſhment, = | 
« O my fiſter !”. cried he at laſt, burſting © 


into a freſh flood of tears; my dear, © 
ſiſter He was not able to utter a word m 4 | 
but led her gently back to her chamber, „ " the 
ſhe permitted, trembling, confuſed, and e 
anxious expectation, f = ©: 

&« How ſtrangely you look upon me : i ©c 


he, do you doubt whether I am vour vr 
« ther 
„ know not what to think,” replic:| ths 
ſhrinking from his embrace; for he had folded 
his arms about her. 


4% De 
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« Dear girl !” cried he, * how amiable is 
« this ſweet reſerve— theſe modeſt doubts 
but it is certain J am your brother, my Hen- 
« rictta : is it poſſible your memory retains no 
« traces of my features ? in your's, methinks I 
« ſee a lively reſemblance of my dear mother. 
„How dull was I that I did not diſcover it be- 
* ſore ! but how could I expect to meet you in 
France, in ſuch a ſituation, and under a diſ- 
„ 2wiſed name! Oh! my dear fiſter, theſe 
* c:rc1mſtances diſtract me Good Heaven! 
hat a part have I aced— I perceive you are 
till perplexed,” purſued he, after. a little 
pauſe ; and, taking a miniature picture out of 
his pocket, “ You will certainly be able to re- 

* collect your mother's picture (ſaid he) which 

* the gave me at parting,” 

Henrietta looked at the picture, kifled it, and 
then threw herſelf in tears upon her brother's 
beck * Forgive my doubts (ſaid ſhe) it is 
* many years fince I have ſeen you, we were 


1 2 
children when we parted, but now I am con- 
” inced you are my brother: my heart tells 


EL 8 ; h . 1 
me lo without this dear teſtimony,” purſued 


4 kiſüng again the picture of her e 
ah the (ill held; then ſuddenly claſping her 
Mi together, and lifting up hes fine eyes, 
ach were ſwimming in tears, ©] thank thee, 


L 5 N 
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O my God |! (faid ſhe) for reſtoring to no B 
<& brother: and, turning again to him with au I | 
affectionate look, „ a few moments ago (faid Y 
e ſhe) I thought myſelf very unhappy, but nom 
you will be a friend and protector to me.” A 
He tenderly kiſſed her cheek— „ What 2 4 
e wretch have I been !” faid he, ſighinz— 
&« Indeed, my dear ſiſter, I never ſhall forgive | 
e myſelf for having ignorantly practiſed on your 
« virtue.“ 1 
« Oh ! that my brother,” replied Henrietta, 

& would be taught by this accident never more 
« to form deſigns againit innocence ; and, in 3 
e caſes like mine, to conſider every virtuous 
« young woman as a ſiſter.“ [ 
Mr. Courteney, for ſo we ſhall! now tf 
him, was extremely moved at theſe wor's.f 


He gazed at her ſome moments with min; ted 
tenderneſs and delight; but all on a ſudden, 
if ſtruck with ſome painful reflection, 6 


Henrietta,“ ſaid he, with a look and ac cent | 
greatly altered from his former ſweetne(s, * why | 
c came you to France? and how has it har ge 

« that you are ſo intimately connected wit? a. 
* woman, this miſs Belmour ?” 

« Why, do you know any harm ©: 0 
« Belmour ?” ſaid Hencictta, frighted a 


fternnels, 


* 
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ce You don't anſwer my queſtion,” replied he, 
peeviſhly, 

© Alas! my dear brother,” faid Henrietta, 
« | have a long and melancholy ftory to tell 
& you : I have been reduced to great diſtreſs ; 
my aunt, with whom you ſuppoſed me ſo hap- 
6 pily ſettled, has treated me unkindly : I muſt 
« confeſs, indeed, I have not been wholly free 
« from blame; but you ſhall know all ſome 
„Other time. As for miſs Belmour, I was re- 
& commended to her I would not ſhock 
«you, brother; but I have been obliged to go 
«to ſervice, and I was recommended to miſs 
« Belmour by two ladies of quality, her near 
relations.“ \ 

Mr, Courteney ſighed deeply at this account, 
ard remained for ſeveral moments ſilent ; at 
length recovering himſelf, | 

„Mis Belmour, it ſeems (faid he) did not 
* Wways know your real name— You appear 
io he on the footing of a companion.” 

Miss Belmour was pleaſed to take a liking 
*to me,” faid Henrietta, © and, though ig- 
*norant of my birth, would not ſuffer me to 
continue with her in the character of a ſervant 
A hve been greatly obliged to her.” | 

Jes, you are obliged to her,” interrupted 
Mr. Conrtenev, kindling into rage at the re- 
L 6 membrance 


— 
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e infamous wretch ! ſhe has done her part t0- 


membrance of what had paſſed between then 


s wards betraying you to ruin. You have bc 
« very imprudent, Henrietta; you have talked 
ce to her of Mr. Melvil too freely: ſhe '-- 
© you are in love with him, and told n+ (, .; 
encourage my attempts upon you.” 
Henrietta bluſhed at the mention vi \[r, 
Melvil, and preſently after burſt into 41 
this diſcovery of miſs Belmour's baſene e 1n- 
gratitude, but uttered not a word of conan 
or reſentment. 


„ will not ſuffer you to remain any !onzer 
« with her,” reſumed Mr. Courteney ; 6] 
« will go directly and provide you logs in 
te the houſe of a worthy Engliſh fami- 
& poſe you can have no objection oo pro- 
ce poſal.” 

«© Why do you look and ſpeak ſo cold, my 
« dear brother ?” ſaid Henrietta: © to be furcl 
& can have no objection; diſpoſe of ne 2+ you 
& pleaſe, you are in the place of my ſaller, Þ 


*« will obey you as ſuch.” | I 

« Forgive me, my dear,” ſaid he, 0 A 
preſſing her hand, my temper :* ara 1 Y 
« have ſpoke to you harſhly : indeed ! al der { 
« greatly alarmed at the diſagrecable circum q 


« ſtances I find you in, you have been to eme, 


$6 1H 


HE NR IE T T A. 229 


K you OWN. Alas my dear ſiſter, what have 
« you done to be thus abandoned by your aunt. 
«| ſhall be on the rack till I have heard all 
„your ſtory ; but this is not a proper place— 
Take a civil leave of miſs Belmour, but do 
not acquaint her that you have diſcovered your 
@ brother, for I know not yet what meaſures I 
ha! take; I will call for you in leſs than an 
4 hour in a coach.“ 


Henrietta promiſed to be ready; he took a 
tender leave of her, and departed, 


CHAP. V. 


The hiſtory continued. 


UK fair heroine continued ſome time alone 
, in her chamber, fo tranſported at this un- 


: kmetimes doubted whether her happineſs was 
tl, and whether all that had paſt was not an 
lufon of her fancy. When her ſpirits were a 
lle compoſed, ſhe began to conſider what rea- 
in {he ſhould give miſs Belmour for quitting 
tr ſo ſuddenly : ſhe rightly judged that the ſe- 
WY ter brother had recommended to ker, pro- 

ceeged 


apeted meeting with her brother, that ſhe 


ceeded from his embarraſſment with regard 10 


me ungrateful for your kindneſs, in ſubiattiß 
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Mr. Melvil; and ſhe reſolved, however flrange 
her going away might appear to miſs Belmour, bs 
follow his directions punctually. ; 

The treachery this young lady had been guilti 
of towards her, excited leſs reſentment: thas 
grief for the conviction it brought her, that her 
principles were not changed. Several circum- 
ſtances now ruſhed upon her memory, which 
ſerved to convince her ſhe was relapſing into her 
former indiſcretions; and ſhe doubted nor bit 
miſs Belmour would be rejoiced to be d 
from her preſence. This thought gave be cou- 
rage to go to her immediately, and acq! geg 
with her intention. | | 

« A ſtrange alteration has happened 7:7 74 
c fairs, madan, laid ſhe, entering her part 
ment, within this hour.“ 

4c That letter has brought you {ome 2900 
& news, I ſuppoſe,” ſaid miſs Belmour, cold). 

&« Tt came from a dear and worthy rien: 
te madam,” replied Henrietta z * and I Hane in 
& deed heard ſome good news, which | littl 
cc expected: but I am obliged to icav? 191 
<« and ſo ſuddenly, that I am afraid you w::: i111 


te to this necelſity.” 


v% Pr 
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« Pray make. no apologies,” interrupted miſs 
Belmour, with great indifference, ** y ou are en- 
« tirely at your own liberty.” 

Henrietta, who thought ſhe had reaſon for 
this behaviour, was ſtudying for ſome anſwer, 
which, without revealing the ſecret motive of 
her conduct, might tend in ſome meaſure to 
excuſe it; when a ſervant introduced a gentle- 
man into the room, who, though ſhe had ſeen 
but once, ſhe knew immediately to be Mr. 
Campley. She turned eagerly to obſerve how 
miſs Belmour was affected by this viſit ; and diſ- 
covering no ſigns of ſurpriſe or anger in her 
countenance, but an exceſs of joy and fatisfac- 
ton, ſhe concluded this meeting was concerted, 
md retired immediately, in great concern, to her 
own room. 

tiere, while ſhe waited her brother's return, 
lie employed herſelf in writing to miſs Belmour. 
lu this letter ſhe repeated what ſhe had often 
uzed before, to guard her againſt the baſe de- 
hens of her lover: ſhe recalled to her remem- 
brance the reſolution ſhe had made, and the 
ſoys with which ſhe had ſcaled it, never more 
v liſten to his deſtructive addreſſes; and conjured 
ter by cvery motive of religion, honour, and 
"ue, to baniſh from her ſight a man whoſe 
Wy aim was to ruin her. 


She 


orders to deliver it to her lady. At the digt 
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She had ſcarce finiſhed her letter, en 3 
ſervant came to tell her, that ſome company 
waited for her in a coach. She made 
ſeal it, and gave it to miſs Belmour's mail, with 


ſhe found her brother, who helped her {its the 
coach, and came in after her. He af 4 her, 
ſmiling, how ſhe had parted with m 
mour ? 

Henrietta told him, ſhe had left hor with 
company. It is indifferent to me what conpan 
ce ſhe ſees now you are not with her,” ail he: 
< but my heart will not be at reſt ti! !:. 4: al 
“your ſtory, ſiſter.” 

Henrietta promiſed to fatisfy him when they 
were arrived at her new lodgings. ** 1 am ali 
c impatient (ſaid ſhe) to know your adi cotures; 
© why you called yourſelf Freeman, ud what 
« was the cauſe of your not writing to me fo 
“ ſo many months paſt.” 

« To fay the truth, my dear ſiſter {1d he 
J have been guilty of a little neyl-ct in nc 
<« writing to you oftener : however, {ome of m 
e Jetters muſt certainly have miſcarried; for 
<« wrote to you both from Bruflels and Gena 
« and I don't remember I had any anſwer. 1 
&« account you gave me of Mr. Bale's kindne 
ce in taking upon him the office of vour gut 


T Ci 


« djan, and your happy ſettlement with lady Mea- 
« dows, made me periectly eaſy with regard to 
« rou, 1 had informed you that I was appointed 
« rqvernor to the marquis of : this young 
« nobleman had contracted a fijendſhip with me 


during his ſtay at Leyden, where his 3 
dy ung, he wrote to his father the duke of 


ein luch preſſing terms in my favour, which, 
« joined to the knowledge of my birth, and very 

«high rec: ommendations from the univerſity, 
« had ſo much weight wich him, that his grace, 
x es . my youth, appointed me go- 
* yernor to his ſon, with a ſalary of five hun- 
* dred pounds a year. I have endeavoured to 
« acquit myſelf faithfully of this truſt z my 
* pug and I have always lived together like 
brothers; and I flatter myſelf his father will 
H 19 cauſe to repent his having g conſigned 
him to my care.“ 

But why did you take the names of Melvil 
q bo Freeman ?” ane Heurietta, 

* The marquis, replied Mr. Courteney, 
hal an inclination to travel without the pa- 
rade of quality, that he might, as he wrote 
do his father, make nearer and more uſeful 
ofcrvations upon men and manners ; and, 

being indulged in this ſcheme, we have tra- 
ied thro* France and Italy under thoſe 


names, 
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<< names, and with a very ſmall equipage. And 
% now, Henrietta, that you know the quality 
« of my friend, I expect you will not entertain 
* any ridiculous hopes from the liking he has 
<< expreſled for you. I will do him the juſtice 
*© to own that he never formed any diſhc:oura- 
« ble deſigns upon you. The character of the 
woman you lived with, encouraged me to 
make you ſome ſhocking propoſals. You be- 
«© haved very properly; but, my dear fitter, 19 
« words can expreſs my anguifh and con 
& when I heard you own the name of Cuurte- 
„ ney, and your connexions with Mr, Baic— 
*& Good Heaven ! what did I not ſuffer at hat 
moment What a wretch did I H 1: 7) 
< own eyes!“ 
„Let not this cruel! remembrance diu n 
« now, my dear brother, ſaid Henri-tia ; 1 
4% am ſo happy in finding you, that | 77% % 
<< my paſt uneaſineſles.” 
Her looks bore delightful wnneſs t= trut 
of what ſhe ſaid. Joy ſparkled in her charm 
ing eyes, heightened the roſy bloom of Nd 
complexion, and animated her Whole air: b 
dearly as ſhe loved her brother, the afſuran 
he gave her, that her lover had no part in 5 


diſhonourable propoſals he had made her, Wi 
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drcumſtance that greatly increaſed her ſatisfac- 
tion in this meeting. 

Mr. Courteney looked at her with admiration 
and delight, while a tender ſenſe of the miſ- 
fortunes ſhe had been expoſed to, almoſt melted 
him into tears. As ſoon as the coach ſtopped, 
he told her, that the maſter of the houſe they 
were going into was a very worthy man, with 
whom he was intimately acquainted, and 
whoſe prudence he could depend upon. © His 
wife {purſued he) is a virtuous, ſenſible wo- 
„man: I know no family ſo proper to place 
«you in as this; and it was extremely lucky 
that I thought of them upon this occaſion, 
* for it was not fit you ſhould ſtay with mils 
*« Belmour, and in ſo ſhort a time it was diffi- 
* cult to diſpoſe of you properly.” 

As ſoon as they alighted, Mrs. Knight came 
bo receive Henrietta, and preſented her husband 
to her. Both ſeemed greatly charmed with 
ber appearance, and politely thanked Mr. Cour- 
teney for bringing them ſo agreeable a gueſt. 

After a few compliments they withdrew, 
poſing the brother and ſiſter would be glad 
if an opportunity to. converſe together in pri- 
Rte, Mr. Courteney immediately drew his chair 
tear dis ſiſter's, and, with a look of impatience, 
&nanded the account ſhe had promiſed him. 
| _ Hen- 
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Henrietta bluſhed, and begged kim 6 
judge her errors too ſeverely. She then gate 
him a candid relation of all that had bappencd 
to her, from her mother's death till die time 
ſhe met him at the inn, concealing bite 
from him but miſs Belmour's paſfen 1. 
Campley. 


Mr. Courteney was variouſly affected dude 
the courſe of her little ſtory. He often changed 
countenance, but would not interrupt Hr. He 
obſerved with pleaſure, that the 1:id fire 
upon any part of her conduct, which mit 
with juſtice challenge eſteem and zd ten 
but appeared nicely conſcious of ever» tei 
prudence; and, when ſhe had c te 
for his reply, with an anxiety that {hc wed the 
rather expected cenſure than praife. 

My dear Henrietta,” faid Mr, Courteney 
at length, with tears in his eyes, you! hart 
„ acted nobly ; you cannot imagine iu 
« your ſufferings endear you to me, n yo 
©« have behaved under them with fuc!: eco 
« ing fortitude.” 

« How happy you make me,” ciied He 
rietta, „by your approbation— Indeed I wi 
ce afraid you would have chidden me ſevert 
« for leaving my aunt in the manner I did. 
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« ]t was a raſh ſtep,” replied Mr. Courtency, 
but your ſubſequent conduct has eftaced it; 
«and I ſee not how you could have otherwiſe 


« zvoided being in the power of that villain- 
« prieſt. vs | 


alter ſome farther converſation on different 
jitz of her ſtory, he locked at his watch: 
how faſt the minutes fly!“ ſaid he, ſmiling. 
„My dear Henrietta, I muſt leave you now, 
«yet I have a thouſand things to ſay to you; 
5 but [ will ſee you to-morrow morning, You 

& will be very happy (continued he) with Mrs. 
Knight, and I ſhall have no ſcruple to truſt 
you to her care, till I have condudted the 


„marquis to London: we ſhall go in a day 


er two; and, after I have delivered my charge 
% afe to his father, I will come back to Paris, 
nd fetch you.” 

Henrictta turned pale at theſe words: < then 
ide are to part again ſoon !” ſaid ſhe, in a 
tncholy accent. | 

alt would be highly improper for you (re- 
led he) to take this journey with us, on ſe- 
Feral accounts: I ſhall be concerned to leave 


pu, but it muſt be ſo.” | 
Could you not ſtay till Mr. Bale comes?“ 
enupted Henrietta; cad; taking his letter out 
er pocket, © ſee here how affectionately he 


© writes 
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« writes to me (added ſhe) he propoſes to b: 
ein Paris in three weeks, and inſiſts upon my 
going to England with him.“ 
Mr. Courteney read the letter with great plea- 
ſure, Mr. Bale addreſſed her in it by the tender 
name of daughter; and aſſured her, that he 
would in every reſpect act like a father toward; 
her. He praiſed her conduct in terms of the 
higheſt admiration, and begged her not to be 
uneaſy at her aunt's deſertion of her; ſince it 
was in his power to make her eaſy, and he was 
reſolved to do ſo. 
« This letter,” ſaid Mr. Courteney. aſter 
pauſe, will make ſome little alteration in my 
« plan: I had reſolved not to take any notice 
c to the marquis, that I had diſcover you tt 
be my litter, but to make ſome excuſe fo 
6 your diſappearing ; however I ſee it will t 
& neceſlary to wait for Mr. Bale. I conzratulat 
& you, my dear nous, on the tricndihip 
« ſo worthy a man.” 
% But will you ſtay till he comes to Paris! 
interrupted the tender, anxious Henrietta, 
% May I depend upon your prudence, filter 
ſaid Mr. Courteney. It is poſſible the mi 
« quis may talk to you of love: if you give hl 
ie the leaſt encouragement, you will {orieit 
e eſteem for ever; it ſhall never be ſui, | 
$ 
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«] took advantage of his youth to draw him into 
« 2 marriage with my fiſter.” 


Oh] do not ſuſpect me of ſuch meanneſs,” 
ſud Henrietta, bluſhing : “ if the marquis was 
« 2 thouſand times more amiable than he is, 
and were I ever ſo much prejudiced in his 
« favour, I have too juſt a ſenſe of what I owe 
«to my birth, to your honour, and my own, 
to admit of a clandeſtine addreſs You may 
ade entirely eaſy upon this article.“ 
«] am ſatisfied,” replied Mr. Courteney, 
tenderly preſſing her hand; “ and now, my dear 
Henrietta, adieu for this evening.“ 
Don't fail to come to- morrow,“ ſaid ſhe, 
blowing him to the door. He ſmiled aſſent- 
ey; and having taken leave of Mrs. Knight, 
88"©0 niet him as he was going in ſearch of her, 
buried home to his pupil, by whom he was 
ected with extreme impatience. 
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Farther continuation of the hiſtory. 


HE marquis, as ſoon as he entered his 
chamber, perceived that ſometh ne cx 
traordinary had happened to him. 


Sure (ſaid he, ſmiling) you have met wit 
« ſome ſtrange adventure, Freeman; you los 
« pleaſcd, and yet there is a thoughtiul air i 
your countenance,” 


© have had an adventure indeed, cp! 


Mr. Courteney (entering abruptly into a atia 
which could not be concealed from him)“ 
“ have met with my ſiſter here in Paris.” 


'C 


e Your fiſter !” repeated the marquis; 50 
« did not expect her, did you? 

e No, faith,” replied Mr. Courtencey; © 1 
« 6id I know her when I ſaw her.” 

«© That is not ſurpriſing,” ſaid the marqul 
e ſhe was very young 1 hen you parted, Th. 
« heard you ſay : I hope you wil 4/09 e 
% pay my reſpects to her; but (a. | ney. 1 
& patiently) how docs mils Belge and 
« fair friend?“ | 
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« Her fair friend, as you are pleaſed to call 
« her (replied Mr, Courteney) is my ſiſter, 
« whom for ſo many weeks I have ſeen almoſt 
« exery day without knowing her,” 

« [5 it poſſible ! (cried the marquis, ſurpriſed) * 
& mis Benſon your ſiſter ! Sure you are not in 
s earneſt,” 

« Indeed I am (ſaid Mr. Courteney) I diſ- 

covered her by the oddeſt accident: miſs Bel- 
& mour herſelt did not know who ſhe was; but 
& white I was there, ſhe brought her a letter, 
« which had been incloſed to her; it was di- 
«rected for mils Courteney, and came from 
Mr. Bale, my ſiſter's guardian: ſhe owned 
& the name, and by that means I found out my 
«fifter. I ſee you are aſtoniſhed (added Mr. 
& Courteney) poor Hentictta has told me all 
* her ſtory ; the repetition would be tedious, 
j 00 1 - 
W © How can you think ſo?” interrupted the 
marquis, eagerly : „can you doubt that I am 
* extremely intereſted in every thing that con- 
* C*rns you.“ | 

Excuſe me, my dear marquis (ſaid Mr. 
* Courteney) I really cannot enter into parti- 
calars juſt now— Fortune ſtill perſecutes my 
* ar father in his children. I thought m 
lter was happily ſettled with her aunt lady 
You, II. N „ Mea- 
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4% Meadows, who has no child, and ad ted | 
& her; but the old lady, being a rigid Roman] 
« catholic, preſſed her very much to change 
<< her religion, and was at laſt fo firang:!y , | 
« fluenced by an artful prieſt, who is het . 
« Jain, that ſhe had formed a deſign to (cr: f 
« ſiſter under the conduct of this: fellow, to | * 
« ſhut up in a nunnery. The poor girl, „ hof 1 
* was, as I can collect by her account, — 
« tremely apprehenſive of being ſo entirely * 
the power of this fly prieſt, had no way io 
avoid this misfortune, but by leaving er unt 
« privately, who abſolutely refuſed to bc :ccon J 
« ciled to her on any other condition than he 
« changing her religion. Thus deferted, het 
guardian being abroad, and having nothing 
v to expect from her relations, ſhe choſe to 29 
« to ſervice, and was recommended to mil 
* Belmour by the counteſs of ——, ber g 

& woman.” 
„ What a wretch muſt your uncle be! {i 
the marquis, with tears in his eyes, “to per 
& mit ſuch excellence He ſtopped a mo 
ment; then ſuddenly graſping his hand, 
66 my dear Freeman (purſued he) you hav 
« it in your power to make me happy Ne 
« know how ardently I love your charmin 
* r— & Thi 


HEN RI E T T A. 243 


„This I was apprehenſive of,“ interrupted 
Mr. Courteney. © I beg, my lord, that you 
« will baniſh theſe thoughts.“ 

What!“ cried the marquis, haſtily ; © have 
« you any objection to my paſſion for your 
« ſiſter 2” 

« Indeed J have, and a very ſtrong one,” re- 
plied Mr. Courteney, “and that is the cer- 
« tainty of the duke your father's diſapprobation 
« of it.“ 

« It is poſſible indeed,“ ſaid the marquis, 
after a little pauſe, „that in the choice of a 
« wife for me, my father will be influenced by 


« will expect a large fortune with the perſon I 
« marry ; therefore, my dear Charles, you fee 
« the neceſſity there is for not conſulting him in 
& this caſe.” | 

Sure you forget, my lord,” interrupted 
Mr. Courteney, coolly, „what you once de- 
* clared, that you would never enter into an 


* duke's inclinations.” 

«1 remember I faid fo {replied the mar- 
quis; and were I to make a choice which he 
could reaſonably object to, certainly it would 
* be wrong, very wrong to diſobey him: but 
the want of a fortune can make my father 

ML 2-5-5 
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60 diſapprove of my affection for a young lad v of 


« miſs Courteney's birth and merit, mult 1 be 
« governed by ſuch ſordid motives ?” 

The marquis went on to prove, by a great 
many arguments common enough on ſuch oc- 
caſions, that in the article of marriage, a b. 
had no right to lay any reſtraint upon the ne! 
nations of his child. Mr. Courteney did 9. 
think proper to enter into a diſpute with 4, 
upon this ſubject: the paticnce with which ke 


liſtened to him, made the young nobleman n- i 


clude he was not unwilling to come into i; 
meaſures. 
« My dear Charles (added he, aſter : 


ce pauſe) will you not be my advocate with your | 
« charming ſiſter? I die with impatience o 
'« throw myſelf at her feet, and offer her wy | 


& heart and hand,” 


« You cannot doubt, my lord (ſaid Mr. | 
« Courteney) but that I think my ſiſter highly 
£ honoured by the eſteem you expre(s for her; þ 
« but ſhe would be very unworthy of ic, i! ihe} 
« was capable of admitting your address, di- 


« ther unknown to your father, or i Opt 


ce tion to his will. I may venture to anf /9! 


4e her, that ſhe will not, by ſo unjuſtifiable a con- 

tc quct, expoſe her brother tocenſure: and g 

« me great concern to find you are nu beter 
2 „ e 
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« acquainted with my ſentiments, than to ima- 
« vine I will ſo baſely betray the truſt the duke 
« has repoſed in me, and be acceſſary to your 
« difpofing of yourſelf in a manner which I am 
« yery ſure he will not approve.” 

„Then I am to expect nothing from yout 
« f;endſhip on this occaſion, Mr. Courteney !” 
rplicd the marquis, with an air of diſpleaſure 2 
«yu are determined to raiſe diſficulties to my 
« {.5gn, inſtead of removing them; is this act- 
"ing like a man whom I have loved like a 
« brother, and whom it would be my higheſt 
© happineſs to call ſo,” 

« To call you brother with your father's con- 
« ent, my lord (ſaid Mr. Courteney) is an ho- 
„ nour I cannot hope for, and which without it 
„do not wiſh,” 

« £5 noble and diſintereſted as you imagine 
this conduct to be (ſaid the marquis, riſing) 
© it will have another name perhaps with per- 
* ſons lefs romantic in their notions than you 
*are, However, fir, you are no more than 
the brother of miſs Courteney ; if I am happy 
*enough to prevail with her to receive my ad- 

* dreſſes, I ſhall not think your conſent neceſ- 
*\ary.” He paſſed by him with a cool bow, as 


de pronounced theſe words, and retired to his 
dyn chamber. 


M3 CHAP, 
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HAP. VII. 


In which we are afraid ſome of our readers ict 
think Mr. Courteney acts a very ſilly part. 


R. Courteney ſaw plainly, that by te- 

fuſing to comply with his pupil's det:res, 
he ſhould entirely loſe his friendſhip, but in a 
caſe where his honour was ſo greatly concerned, 
this conſideration had no weight with him : and 
although he had a high opinion of his fer“ 
candor and integrity, yet the intimation mus 
Belmour had given him of her regard for M. 
Melvil, made him apprehenſive that ſhe might 
be prevailed upon to liſten to the vows of the 
marquis of . He reſolved therefore © 1-7 
the place of her abode a ſecret (for he k be WM 
could depend upon the prudence of Mr. U 9 
and his wife) and to uſe his utmoſt end. 2- 
vours to haſten the young lord's departure f 
France. 4 
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| i The marquis, mean time, was forming very 4 
| different deſigns, It is fo rare a thing for a man 
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ſhould impute his governor's conduct with re- 
zard to his ſiſter to peeviſhneſs and caprice, 
and think himſelf extremely ill uſed by his not 
accepting bis offers. He conceived miſs Cour- 
teney to be equally injured by the oppoſition her 
brother made to the advancement of her for- 
tune; and flattering himſelf that, if his perſon 
was not diſagreeable to her, he ſhould ſoon 
overcome any ſeruples Mr. Courteney might 
have ſuggeſted on account of the duke his fa- 
ther's diſapprobation, he determined to conſult 


him no further in the affair, but to addreſs him- 
ſelf directly to her, 


He ſpent part of the night in writing a letter 
to her, in which he declared his paſſion in the 
moſt tender and reſpectful terms, and begged 
ſhe would allow him to wait upon her. The 
remaining hours were not ſpent in ſleep, but in 
impatient longings for the morning, which was 
to confirm or deſtroy his hopes. As ſoon as it 
was light, he roſe and walked about his room. 
He read over the letter he had written; he 
thought it but poorly expreſſed the ardor of his 
love: he ſat down and wrote another, which 
be liked {till leſs, and had recourſe again to the 
tuſt, after adding a poſtſcript, in which he ear- 
neſily repeated his requeſt to be indulged with 
a ew moments private diſcourſe with her. 


M4 He 
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He ſealed up his letter, and directed it for 
miſs Courteney. Her brother had not m-a. WM , 
| tioned to him his having removed her from mics WM | 
| Belmour: he ſuppoſed ſhe was ſtill with her; but . 
N a doubt occurring to him, whether ſhe was . 
| ing to aſſume her real name yet, he thought it : 
; beſt to put it in another cover, ſuperſcrihed for 1 h 
li miſs Benſon. | 
| It was ſtill too early to ſend to a lady's lode. | 
ings ; he counted the hours with anxious impa- J 4 
tience, and at length rung his bell for his nnen. 
As ſoon as he appeared, he gave him the tes, © 
recommending ſecrecy, and charging bim net WM * 
to return without an anſwer, J 
The valet, when he came back, brought him 3 y 
word that miſs Benſon was gone; and this was WM r 
ll all the intelligence he could get. Miß Bel- : 6 
| mour's woman indeed had added with a (ver, 
| g that ſhe went off with Mr. Freeman, and it was : 0 
| ſtrange that his friend Mr. Melvil ſhou!d net 
| know where ſhe was, This part of the we. 
ſage the fellow prudently ſuppreſſed ior '.: WM { 
judged the buſineſs to be an amour, and that tne | 
young gentlemen were rivals, and he v-. a 
of making miſchief, 
this ſudden removal of miſs Courteney was her 5 


brother's act: he diſmiſſed his ſervant; and 
| | be · 
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beginning now to be ſenſible how much it was 
in his governor's power to traverſe his deſigns, 
and how obſtinately he was bent upon doing ſo, 
he reſigned himſelf vp to the moſt violent tranſ- 
ports of rage; and, during a few moments, all 
his thoughts ran upon revenge, 

Mr, Courteney came into his chamber while 
he was under theſe agitations ; and, ſeeing him 
walking about with a furious pace, „For Hea- 
« yen's ſake, my lord {faid he) what is the 
« matter with you?“ 

The marquis turned ſhort upon him, and, 
with a voice broken with paſſion, exclaimed, 
« May I periſh, Courteney, it I forgive you.“ 

Mr. Courteney, who ſuppoſed this reſentment 
was the conſequence of their converſation the 
night before, replied calmly, <* You are angry, 
« my lord This is no time to talk.” T 

He was going out of the room, but the mar- 
quis, haſtily ſtepping between him and the d door, 
ſhut it with great violence. | 

« If it is not your time to talk, es it is mine, 
jud he. 


„Very well, my lord,“ replied Mr. Coutto- 


ready to hear you.“ ; 

The young nobleman continued to walk in 
allen ſilence, as if reſolved to be angry, and 
| M5 knew 


ney, with a compoſed ou and accent, 1 m 
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knew not well what cauſe to aſſign for it; Mer 
ſuddenly ſtopping, 

« inſiſt upon your telling me, fir ('::/! };c) 
& why you have ſecreted your Her? I 0 
ce ſuſpect I have diſhonourable deigns n 
„ her?“ 

Diſhonourable defigns upon my U 

repeated Nr, Courteney, kindling at . 
preſſion: * my lord, no man, while 1 have $ 
©« life, fhall incur ſuch a —_ with impu- 1 
86 nity. and | 

« This ſpirit becomes one of your birth,” | 
replied the marquis; but let me tel you, MIt. 
« Courteney, your conduct is not altogether 
©« conſiſtent; why muſt your ſiſter be turricd, 8 
no body knows whither, and conceal with 
« ſuch wonderful caution ?” J 

« Are you ſure this is the caſe, my lol” Þ 
ſaid Mr. Courteney. 

Ves, very ſure,” anſwered the n1arguis 
haſtily. 


« Since it was not I who gave your ordſhip 
« this information,” reſumed Mr. Courteney, 
« you muſt have taken ſome trouble to com? '0 | 
the knowledge of it; and the motive that ſet 
« 70u upon theſe enquiries ſufficiently juſtißes 
© my caution with regard to my filtcr 


„ Then 
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« Then I am not worthy, it ſeems, to pay 
« my addreſſes to your ſiſter,” ſaid the marquis, 
peeviſhly. ; 
| & Jndeed, my lord, this is a very childiſh 
« ſpeech,” replied Mr. Courteney ; you know 
« your addrefles would do honour to any wo- 
man: but the depreſſed ſtate of my ſiſter's 
fortune leaves her no right to expect a man of 
« your quality for a husband; and ſhe has too 
«juſt a pride to ſubmit to make a clandeſtine 
marriage; nor will I be branded with the im- 
« putation of having ſeduced my pupil into a 
marriage with my ſiſter,” 


©« What have you to do with the affair at a]l ?” 
replied the marquis, eagefly : leave miſs Cour- 
« teney to act as ſhe thinks proper; you need 
not make yourſelf anſwerable for my conduct 
« on this occaſion, I loved her before I knew 
© her to be your ſiſter ; cannot your romantic 
« honour ſatisfy itſelf with being paſſive in this 
« buſineſs ?*? 


« T ſhould but ill perform my engagements 
*to your father, my lord,” interrupted Mr, 
Courteney, 4e if I did not uſe my utmoſt endea- 
* Yours to prevent you from diſpleaſing him in 


*2 matter of ſo great importance as your mar- 
it nage.“ 
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252 HENRIETTA. 
How are you ſure my father will b- 
vs pleaſed ?” ſaid the marquis: miſs Corte. 
** ney's merit will juſtify my choice.“ 
Put it upon that iſſue, replicd Mr. Con 


teney; © aik his conſent.” 


„ Well, fir, I will atk his conſent,” re{11-4 


the marquis; © and now am at liberty ta 
& your ſiſter ?” 


If you intend, my lord, to be governcd by 
< the duke's advice (faid Mr. Courtency y) you | 


will certainly be contented to wait his anſwer; 


and you cannot ſuppoſe, that knowing your 
c ſentiments ſo well as I do, I will permit my 
<« ſiſter to receive your viſits while we are igno- 
© rant of the duke's intentions.” 

The marquis loſt all patience at this untez- 
fonable obſtinacy, as he conceived it. 1 re- 
„ nounce your friendſhip from this moment 
« (ſaid he) for ever; and, had you not 2 } 
c ſiſter, I would reſent this behaviour in aua 
et ther manner.“ 

He flung out of the room when he had ad 
this ; and, ſhutting himſelf up in his ſtudy, gav? 
his valet orders to allow no boch to diſturb 


him. 


Mr. Courteney was not ſo much offended at 
the harſhneſs of his language, as to binde him 


| from feeling yu concern for the uncaly | 7 
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of his mind; and, notwithſtanding his own 
temper was vehement enough, yet he was able 
to make fome allowances for the tranſports of a 
young man, who ſaw himſelf fo reſolutely op- 
poſed in a point he had ſet his heart upon: but 
deſpairing to pacify his pupil without entering 
into his deſign, he determined to place his ſiſter 
clfectually out of his reach, and then, if he could 
not prevail upon him to return to England, no- 
thing remained but to make the duke his father 
acquainted with the whole affair. 

He waited ſome time in expectation that the 
marquis would come down to breakfaſt as uſual ; 
but, finding that he had ordered his chocolate to 
be brought to him in his ſtudy, he went to viſit 
his ſiſter, as he had promiſed. 


The marquis heard him, as he paſſed by his 
door, call for his hat and ſword ; and, his valet 
entering amoment afterwards with the chocolate, 
he aſked him, if Mr. Freeman was gone out? 

being anſwered that he was, it fuddenly came 
into his head, that he was going to ſee his 
liter, 

Follow him inſtantly (faid he to the fellow) 
and bring me word to what place he goes, and 
* here is n to purchaſe your ſecrecy and 
“ diligence.“ 


The 
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2:4 HENRIETTA: 
The ſight of two Louis d' ors, which the mar- 
quis gave him, left the valet no inclination to 
be diſcreet any longer. He ran out of the rom 
with officious haſte, fully determined to exec 
his commiſſion with the utmoſt exactneſo. Why 
he got into the ſtreet, he perceived Mr. Cour. 
teney walking leiſurely on: he followed him at a | 
diſtance, took particular notice of the hong he | 
entered; and, after waiting a few momen {-« | 
whether he came out again, he went back tee 
marquis with his intelligence. 
The young lover did not doubt but !:- 1.4 | 
diſcovered his miſtreſs's abode ; and in toc joy | 
this thought gave him, he beſtowed man pas 
on his valet's ingenuity, together with 2 4 
of two Louis d' ors more, which he d {till I 
better. He then ordered him to give Cireciions | 
for his chariot to be got ready, while he afifted 
him to dreſs. His looks diſcovered ſuch an ex- 
ceſs of ſatisſaction, that the valct, under no ap- 
prehenſions that what he had done would produce 
any difagreeable conſequences, entered with vaſt 
delight upon his new poſt of conſidant to his 
maſter. The marquis ordered him io at 
home till Mr. Freeman came in, and then mme- 


diately to come to him at the Hotel de 


CHAP, ; 
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CHAP. VII. 


In which Mr. Courteney gives more inſtances of 
his fully. 


HILE Henrietta thus innocently ſowed 
the ſeeds of diſcord between the two 
friends, ſhe herſelf enjoyed a perfect compo- 
ſure of mind, and indulged the moſt pleaſing 
reflections on the happy change of her for- 
tune. 
She was no longer in the humiliating condi- 
ton of a ſervant ; or, what to her was far more 
mortifying, a dependant upon the bounty of an- 
ether ; an unknown wanderer, without friends 
a protectors. She was now under the care of a 
ther, whom ſhe tenderly loved, whoſe merit 
would not fail of diſtinguiſhing him, and of 
forcing that reſpect and conſideration due to a 
wile birth, and which he, though in a depreſt 
brtune, ſo nobly ſupported. 
dhe was aſſured that her guardian was not only 
re from any unfavourable prejudices on account 
& her aunt's deſertion of her, but that ſhe might 
went all the tender offices of a parent from 
im; and, what afforded the nice ſenſibility of 
u ſoul a more delicate ſatisfaction than all this, 


the 
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the only man in the world whom ſhe was capa- 
ble of regarding, with a preference to the reſt 
of his ſex; though, in fo elevated a rank, bad 
loved her in indigence and obſcurity with hong 
and juſtified the tender ſentiments ſhe entertanad 
for him. | 

Her ſmiles, when ſhe ſaw her brother appear, 
and the gaiety of her behaviour, convinced him, 
her mind was at eaſe ; but his features ſtill re- 
tained that impreſſion of chagrin he had io !atc!y 
felt ſrom the marquis's cauſeleſs rage ; al thug 
was a ſolemnity in his manner, that, ji 
ſtant, changed the innocent cheatfulne( of Hen- 
rietta into anxiety and concern, 

The preſence of Mrs. Knight was a 6 
upon them both. She perceived it; and as ſos: N 
as the tea - table was removed (for the ladies wer 
at breakfaſt when Mr. Courteney came in} fn ; 
retired and left them at liberty, 

The moment ſhe was gone, Henrietta eacerl 
aſked him, if any thing had happened to gi 
him uneafineſs ſince ſhe faw-him ? 

« Yes (replied he abruptly) the marquis a 
« T have quarrelled.“ 

& Quarrelled !” repeated Henr:ctt2, tr 
bling and pale as death, © have y<u qu 
6 relled?“ 


CY 
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Mr. Courteney, who obſerved her emotion, 
continued to look at her fo earneſtly that ſhe 
bluſhed and caſt down her eyes. You ſeem 
greatly affected with this accident (ſaid he at 
« Jaſt) I wiſh I had not mentioned it to you,” 

« Could you ſuppoſc,” faid Henrietta, in an 
accent which had at leaſt as much of grief as 
tenderneſs in it, „that I could hear with indif- 
* ference what muſt neceſſarily be very afflicting 
to you? | 

.« Your indifference perhaps, on this occa- 
„ fon (ſaid Mr. Courteney) would be more 
& welcome to me than the concern I ſee you 
„under. 

Henrietta having pondered a little on the 
neaning of theſe words, replied in a firmer tone, 
* place ſome confidence in me, brother, you will 
"find J ſhall deſerve it.” 

My dear Henrietta,” reſumed Mr. Cour- 
tney, affected with the manner in which ſhe 
are, and her expreſſive look, you ought tb 
q * forgive my doubts, when you reflect on what 

unis Belmour told me; the merit of my noble 

(Pupil has made an impreſſion on your heart; 
*dut your marriage with him, fiſter, will bring 
*vrerlaſting infamy upon me. * 

* Have I not already declared my reſolution to 
* upon this head ?” replied Henrietta. 
| « Tha 
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to ſuch an unequal match; yet he preſſes me 


* favour his deſigns of marrying you privately, 


_——_ 
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*The marquis loves you,” reſumed Mr, Cour. 
teney ; he is raſh and inconſiderate ; he has 
no hope (and indeed it would be trance if 
« he had) that the duke his father will conſent 


to introduce him to you as a lover, and t9 


« You may eaſily imagine what anfwer 7 cave 
« him; the conſequence is, that he has de. 
& clared himſelf my enemy. We are up very 
& bad terms. But this is not my greatel} con- 
« cern; the marquis, if he can get acc; to 
« you, will teaze you with ſolicitations ; and, 
« diſpoſed as you are in his favour, haye I not 
% cauſe to apprehend you will liſten to hun but 
<« too readily ? 

&« Although I ſhould confirm your ſuſpicions,” 
faid Henrietta, with tears in her eyes, “yet [ 
„ muſt again repeat I am grieved at this differ- 
« ence between your pupil and you. Nay I will 
&« own,” purſued ſhe, avoiding with a fwect 
baſhfulneſs the earneſt looks of her other 
<« that I am not inſenſible of this young noble 
man's affection for me; but, after this cand. 
« confeflion, you ought to believe me, n 
«* aſſure you, that I will enter into no cn 
„ ment with him without your approbation 
* and to make you eaſy, I will cowply * 


* 
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« any meaſures you think proper, to avoid his 
« purſuits.“ 

« I ſee I may rely upon you,” ſaid Mr. Cours 
teney, charmed with h amiable frank neſs; | 
« but, my dear Hertie 1 hope you will 100 ; 
© allow this prepoſſeſſion to take too deep root 
in your heart: ſure your good ſenſe, and the 
* delicacy of your ſentiments, will hinder you 
6 from giving way to a hopeleſs paſſion.“ 

] beg you not to talk to me on this ſubject,” 
wterrupted Henrietta, tears, in ſpite of her en- 
bea ours to reſtrain them, flowing faſt down her 
ke; only tell me what you would have me 
«do to avoid the marquis: have you formed 
any plan? Doubt not of my readineſs to com- 
«ly with it.” 

Havre you any objections to boarding in a 
* convent till Mr. Bale comes?“ ſaid Mr. Cour. 
kenev. 

No (replied Henrietta, half ſmiling) for I 
cannot ſuſpect you have a deſign upon my re- 
* ligion, as my aunt had, and mcan to confine 
"me all my life.“ 

No, really,” reſumed Mr. Courteney, 
ling licewiſe; but it will be more difficult 
*for the marquis to get acceſs to you in a con- 
ent than here; and as it is probable enough 
tba this affair will make ſome noiſe, it will 

« bg 
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ebe more for your reputation to have it 1 
&« that you lived in ſuch a reſpectable ©: 
where mete were ſo many witneſſes 14, 
8 conduct, 98 exact regularity rc, 
* than in private ledgings, where you vw 

* countable to no body for your actions. 


Then you intend to leave me before Yr, 
« Bale comes? ſaid Henrietta, fight, 

To be ſure (replied Mr. Courtene, I will 
& force the marquis away if poſſible; a: if I] 
« find all my remonſtrances ineffectual, the duke 
& muſt interpoſe his authority.“ 


©< You intend to write to him then?“ (aid 


[on Henrietta, 
| . « Certainly (replied he) don't you think 
— « ought to do ſo, ſiſter?“ | 
5 &« Indeed I do,” anſwered ſhe. 
| | e ] am glad of it (reſumed Mr. Courteney 
. „ yet this procedure will embroil me more wit 


« the marquis; but I ſee no help for it, 
« Mr. Bale ſhould happen to come footer thi 
« e expect, and take you with him to Eng 
4 hope to prevail upon my pupil to !-ave Pail 
« in two or three days; and if I have 1 not the ſa 
1 « tisfaction to leave you under Mr. Bas Care, 
| c convent is the fitteſt place for you t© :£tire to. 
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| Henrietta, having reflected on brother 
bo 1 . found it ſo reaſonable, and iv much 
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the advantage of her reputation, that ſhe rea- 
lily yielded to put it in immediate execution. 
Mrs. Knight being deſired to return, Mr. 
Courteney told her their deſign, and requeſted 
her aſſiſtance. She expreſſed ſome concern at 
king ſo ſoon to loſe her agreeable guett, but 
undertook to tranſact the affair; and it was re- 
flved that ſhe ſhould go that day, and procure 


the voung lady to be admitted as a penſioner in 
the Auzuitine nunnery of Engliſh ladies in Paris, 
Mr. Courteney, having promiſed his ſiſter to 
tome and conduct her to the convent the next 
tir, took leave of her, highly ſatisfied with her 
bility, and returned home. He was ſurpriſed 
b hear that the marquis was gone abroad; but 
kving no ſuſpicion of his intention to viſit Hen- 
betta, whoſe abode he concluded was ſtill a ſe- 
ct to him, he was only concerned leſt his health 
bould ſuffer, by venturing cut before it was fully 
eſtabliſhed, 
The marquis's valet no ſooner ſaw Mr. Cour- 
ney return, than he ran immediately to ac- 
faint his maſter, who ſet forwards, with a 
ing heart, to viſit his miſtreſs. The valet 
gien fo exact a direction, that the coach- 
a had no difficulty to find the houſe. The 
quis alighted the moment the door was 
ned, and asking the ſervant for miſs Courte- 
| ney, 


by the prudent management of Henrictta, toun 


his governor might prevent bim from meet; 
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ney, was inſtantly introduced into a parlour, 
where Henrietta was fitting alone, Mrs. knight 
having juſt left her to go and execute ler com- 


miſſion. 


The fight of the marquis threw her into the 
utmoſt confuſion. She roſe, however, and rc- 
ceived him with great reſpe& : he approached 
her bowing, and made her a genteel compli- 
ment upon her happy meeting with ber br 
ther, 

Henrietta would not ſuffer this ſub? to be 
dwelt upon long, leſt it ſhould lead to circum 
ſtances too intereſting. She changed the con 
verſation to indifferent matters, and touk car 
that it ſhould not flag a moment; ſo that th 
marquis, partly embarraſſed by that awe whic 
always accompanies a ſincere paſſion, and par! 


he had protracted his viſit to a coiilicerab 
length, without drawing any advantage frot 
it. : 5 

Alarmed at the thoughts of loſing an opportl 
pity, which the rigid and inflexible temper 


with again, he ſuddenly aſſumed courage 
make her a declaration of his paſſiv!:, but 
terms the moſt tender and reſpectful, and v 
an explicitneſs that became one of his rank 4 


Arte 
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fortune, to uſe towards a young lady in her deli- 
| cate circumſtances, whom he would not for a 
moment leave in doubt of the fincerity of his 
2 oſeflions, and his firm reſolution. to adhere to 
3 | 

Henrietta liſtened to him with a graceſul mo- 
deity; and when he earneſtly preſſed for her an- 
ſwer, ſhe aſſured him, that ſhe was very ſen- 
bie of the honour he did her, and ſhould always 
think herſelf obliged to him for having enter- 
tained ſuch favourable ſentiments of her, as could 
make him overlook the inequality there was be- 
tween them. As for the reſt, ſhe referred him 
to her brother, who, ſhe ſaid, was in the place 
o a {ather to her, and by whoſe advice and di- 


tection ſhe was determined to be governed en- 
urch. 8 


The marquis would have had no reaſon to be 
lilatizhed with this anſwer, if he had not known 
hat he had nothing to expect from an applica- 
ton to her brother, and the apprehenſion that 
he alſo knew it, and therefore took this me- 
bod to free herſelf from his importunities, gave 
lim ſo much concern, that he turned pale, and 
lehing, fixed his eyes upon the ground, His 
i, his attitude, his looks, were all ſo mov- 
ln, fo expreſſive of tenderneſs, anxiety, and 
Ph, that Henrictta durſt not truſt herſelf to 
behold 
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behold him, leſt he ſhould turn his eyes towards 
her, and diſcover in her's the too great intereſt 
ſhe took in his uneaſineſs. 


— 


Some moments paſſed in an affecting ſlence 
on both ſides, during which the marquis re- 
mained immoveably hxed in the fame piſs 
poſture, till rouzed by the opening of the oor 
and the appearance of Mr. Courteney. Len 
rietta's face was in an inſtant cover: 


* 


bluſhes: the marquis ſeemed great!» nber 
raſſed. Mr, Courteney ſhewed ſome {i ;i{c 4 
firſt ; but, recovering himſelf, he ſpoks to hi 
pupil with an eaſy air, and relieved both hin 
and his ſilter ſrom their confuſion, by enter 
ing immediately into an indifferent conwal 
tion. 

The marquis drew a favourable omen o 
this behaviour : his looks reſumed t 
ſwectneſs and vivacity z and, durins 
hour that they continued together, nothing cou 
be more ſpirited and Jively than the dilcov! 
between three perſons, who hag 
fect tenderneſs for one another, yer, from: Ul 
ſeveral circumſtances, were obliged nwutun! 
oppoſe and give pain. 

The marquis at length, with app: vt e 
tance, put an end to his vilit, as did . C0 
teney likewiſe, though he was very deus 
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talking to his ſiſter in private, When they were 
in the chariot together, the young lord was ſe- 
jeral times upon the point of preſſing his go- 
yernor again upon the ſubject of his love, as he 
ſeemed to be leſs inclined than formerly to op- 
poſe him; but he was reſtrained from entering 
into any explanation, by his apprehenſion of de- 
froying thoſe hopes he had ſo lately began to en- 
tertan, and of rendering his acceſs to Hen- 
netta more difficult for the future: Mr. Cour- 
tency alſo had his reaſons for preventing any ſuch 
explanation, and induſtriouſly amuſed him with 
other diſcourſe. 

The marquis could not help thinking it trange 
that he took no notice of the viſit he had made 
lis ſiſter ; but as love is ever ready to flatter its 
den wiſhes, he began to imagine that Mr, 
Cutteney had relaxed in the ſeverity of his re- 
blutions, but knew not yet how to yield with a 
good grace; he favoured his embarraſiment 
therefore for the preſent, and they paſſed the re- 


maning part of the day in their uſual company 
ad diverſions. 


When they came home at night, the marquis 
@ired to have an hour's converfationwith him 3 
but Mr. Courteney, complaining of a ſudden 
tead-ach, excuſed himſelt, and retired to his 
dyn chamber. | 
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266 HENRIETT A, 


The next morning, before his pupil was up, 
he repaired to Mrs. Knight's, She told bim, 
that every thing was agreed on for the reccnricn 
of the young lady; and he had the ſatistactn 
to find his ſiſter making preparations for her te. 
moval, without any appearance cf diſcontent, 
She acquainted him with what had paſſed in be 
converſation between the marquis and her, 
„I have no doubt of his affection for you,” 
faid Mr. Courteney ; „we muſt leave the event | 
&« of it to Providence, and act fo as that . 
6 ever happens, we may not incur cenſure,” 

As ſoon as breakfaſt was over, Henric: 7, oc- 
companied by Mrs, Knight and her brother, went 
in a coach to the convent, where ſhe Wes very! 
civilly received by the prioreſs. Mr. Courtcney 
promiſed to viſit her ſoon, and took Icave 0! , 
to wait upon Mrs. Knight home; after which he! 
returned to the marquis, who had cnq 1:06 for 
him ſeveral times, 
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CHAP. IX. 


Ia which the reader, it is preſumed, can make ns diſ- 
coveries concerning the event of this hiſtory, 


HE marquis, when he ſaw him enter his 
chamber, approached himwith an obliging 
air, and affectionately preſſing his hand, 

„May J hope, my dear Courteney (ſaid he) 
© that you have overcome your fantaſtic ſcruples, 
© and that you will favour my pretenſions to your 
charming ſiſter, Iwill make you no apology 
« for ſtealing a viſit to her; you would, I am 
ure, have done the ſame in my ſituation. In- 
deed, Charles, you muſt either reſolve to give 

me miſs Courteney, or to ſee me miſerable, 
* She referred me to you; my happineſs de- 
* nends upon a ſingle word of your's : can you 
* be ſo cruel to refuſe me this inſtance of your 
«* f1end{hip ? | 

% You know, my lord,” replied Mr. Cour- 
teney, “that there is not any thing you can 

« detir> of me, conſiſtent with my hon our, which 

J would refuſe ; but, unlets I would make my- 

elf infamous, I cannot yield to your marry- 


N 2 “Hear 


ing my ſiſter without the duke's conſent. 
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&« Hear what I have to propoſe,” continue: 
perceiving him to be in a violent emotion; !-; 
&« us return to England immediately, You hve 
cc often told me, that the duke is a moſt tender 
« father; you are an only child: it is poi, 
« he may be prevailed upon to yield to your +, 
* fires, if you tell him you cannot be 
« without my ſiſter. Let us make che 
<6 Jealt,” 

J agree to it,” interrupted the mag, 
eagerly, provided you will promiſe me, th: if 
« my father is ſo unreaſonable as to fefa hi: 
* conſent, you will no longer oppoſe my was- 
s riage. I am of age; it is fit, that in a matter 
* of ſuch importance to the future happineſs o 
„% my whole life, I ſhould be at liberty to follow 
my inclinations. Speak, Charles, you 
% make me this promiſe ?” 

Indeed, I will not, my lord,” replic\ Mr. 
Courteney, you muſt not expect it.” 

« Deteſted obſtinacy !” cried the marquis 
flinging bis hand away, which he had Held t 
this moment, ** what a wretch am I to i:zve my 
s happineſs depend upon the will of a c;7cicious 
% man, who mikakes his romantic whinis tor 
<« honour ! But obſerve what I ſay, Courteney,” 
added he, turning haſtily towards him, ** you 


« ſhall not W me from viſiting your = 
$6 no 
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e nothing but her abſolute commands ſhall pre- 
vent my ſeeing her.“ 

My ſiſter (ſaid Mr. Courteney) will ſtay no 
longer in France, than till Mr. Bale (to 
% whoſe care her mother left her at her death) 
« returns from Montpelier: he is to conduct 
« her to England; and ſhe is gone to board in 
« a convent till his arrival.” | 

Gone to a convent !” repeated the marquis; 
*« this is your ſcheme, I ſuppoſe.” 

“% hoped to prevail upon you,” ſaid Mr. 
Courteney, ** ſince you are quite recovered, to 
& leave Paris immediately; and I thought a 

-* convent the propereſt place for my ſiſter to re- 
& fide in till her guardian comes.” 

The marquis inſtantly running over in his 
thoughts the uſe that might be made of this in- 
telligence, replied, that he had no inclination 
to leave Paris yet; and broke off all farther 
converſation by quitting the room. | 

In effect, he had refolved to make an applica- 
tion to Mr. Bale, ſuppoſing, that ſince he had 
not the ſame foundation for ſcruples as his go- 
vernor, he would readily liſten to an offer ſo ad- 
vantageous for his ward, 

Mr. Courteney penetrated fnto his views, and 
doubtful how Mr. Bale would act, and whether 
tis ſiſter, having the ſanction of his approba- 

N 3 tion, 
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tion, might not give way to the motions of + 
own heart, and encourage the addreſſes of +; 
marquis; he concluded it neceſſary to make 
duke acquainted with the whole affair, har 
might take ſuch meaſures as he judged prope: | 
reſtrain his ſon from an action which might in. 
his diſpleaſure, : 


He wrote accordingly that day, and hai: + p 
thus diſcharged his duty, his mind was more it : u 
caſe. = 

The marquis, full of hope that his WM »: 
{cheme would be ſucceſsful, made no effort tr = 1 
ice-Henrietta, for fear of raiſing ſuſpicions in }-: te 
brother: but the coldneſs and reſerve with * 
he treated him, ſufficiently ſhewed how much be a 
reſented his conduct. C 

Henrietta was ſoon reconciled to a rethe— b. 
ment, in which ſhe had full liberty to indus» 7 


her reflections; for ſhe was in love enough . 
find more ſatisfaction in being alone, than in 
the gayeſt and moſt agreeable ſociety. Her bio- 
ther did not fail to viſit her every day : he found 
her ſatisfied with her ſituation ; and, in appcar- 
ance, no otherwiſe affected with his approach- 
ing departure, which he gave her room to expect, 
than what her tenderneſs for him might wel. 
allow of, 


6 


8 
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In the mean time the duke of „ hav- 
ing received Mr. Courteney's letter, was greatly 
pleaſed with the nobleneſs and generoſity of his 


behaviour. He wrote to him immediately, in 
tems of the higheſt friendſhip and regard; and, 
acquainting him with the purport of his letter to 
h'\s fon, recommended it to him to haſten his de- 
parture, aſſuring him, he had the firmeſt reliance 
upon his integrity and honour. 

The packet, to avoid ſuſpicion, had been di- 
rected as uſual to the marquis, who was not 
ſurpriſed to find a letter in it for Mr. Cour- 
teney, to whom his father was accuſtomed to 
write often: he ſent it to him immediately; 
and, after reading his own, he went to Mr. 
Courteney's chamber, holding it ſtill in his 
hand, 

„My father writes to me (ſaid he) to leave 
&« Paris as ſoon as poſſible. He does not ex- 
« preſly ſay that he is ill; but, from ſome hints 
{© jn his letter, I can collect that this is the cauſe 
© of his extreme earneſtneſs to ſee me. You 
cannot imagine how much I am affected with 
this accident (purſued he, ſighing). I love 
* my father: I did not know how much I loved 


to ſet out to-morrow from Paris; but I muſt 
ee your ſiſter firſt, Courteney, nor ought you 
N 4 to 


him, till I feared his loſs. I am determined 
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e to refuſe me the ſatisfaction of telling her, that 
« J depart with a firm refolution never to 
but her's.” 

„Well, my lord,” replied Mr. Courteticy. 
after a little pauſe, we will go together, a 
&« take leave of my ſiſter.“ 

e was to blame (ſaid the marquis) to exne.? 
any indulgence from you: we wil! go tr 
« ther then, ſince it muſt be ſo.” He rote 
again to his own apartment to write to hi, f;. ? 
ther; and in the mean time Mr. Courtency ae B | 
the neceſſary orders for their journey the nxt 


{ 
morning. 
Henrietta had been preparcd by a billet fron ' 
her brother, for the viſit that was intended her. c 
The news of their departure had coft hour te 6 
tears; but when ſhe was informed they w::ted q 
for her in the parlour of the convent, {+ T 
peared before them with all that ſoft comp 
and dignity of manners, which never fore bc at 
in the moſt trying ſituations, fa 
Mr. Courteney watched the turn ot Ip 
countenance when the marquis accoled «1, 
lil 


and was pleaſed to ſee it equally free n 
embarraſſment and affectation; and that, t- 
withſtanding all the expreſſive language cf 110! 
lover's eyes, ſhe had fo much comma e 
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nerſelf, as to ſeem the leaſt intereſted perſon in 
company. f 

Politeneſs obliged the marquis to ſhorten his 
viſit, that the brother and ſiſter might be at li- 
berty to take a private leave of each other. He 
roſe from his ſeat, and approached Henrietta, 
with an air that left her no room to doubt of his 
intention to ſay ſomething particular to her; 
and now, for the firſt time, her looks betrayed 
ſome little confuſion. 

« T cannot go away, madam (ſaid he) with- 
te out renewing the declaration I made you 
« ſome days ago; and ] take this opportunity ta 
c aflure you, before your brother, who knows 
the ſincerity of my heart, that my ſentiments 
for you will ever be the ſame and, if you 
do not forbid it, I will carry away with me the 
«* dear hope of being able one day to merit your 
* eſteem.” 

Henrietta courteſied in ſilence; but her bluſnes, 
and the ſoft confuſion ſhe was in , ſeemed no un- 
favourable omen for the marquis: he bowed re- 
ſpectfully, and retired. 

Mr. Courteney, affecting not to perceive his 
liter s concern, entered immediately after his 
pupil's departure into other diſcourſe, He re- 
commended it to her to improve her guardian's 
eſteem for her, and aſſured her he would viſit 


N 5 | lady 
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lady Meadows, and uſe his utmoſt endeavours 
to remove her prejudices, and reſtore her to the 
place ſhe formerly held in her affection: at 
her deſire likewiſe he promiſed to call upon 
Mrs. Willis, to whom ſhe had been fo greatly 
obliged. He charged her to keep up no fort 
of intimacy with miſs Belmour, though ſhe 
ſhould ſeek it, but permitted her, in company 
with Mr. Bale, to pay her a farewel viſit ; and, 
indeed, the conduct of that young lady, ſince 
the arrival of Mr. Campley, juſtified theſe pre- 
cautions. 

Henrietta promiſed to follow all his directions. 
He faid a thouſand affectionate things to her; 
and then, deſiring to ſee the prioreſs, he ten- 
derly recommended his ſiſter to her care, took 2. 
ſhort leave, and went home ; while Henriettz 
retired to her chamber io veep. 


The marquis was not Lihble till the next 
morning, when e was informed that the poſt- 
chaiſe was at che door. His extreme melan- 


choly during the whole journey, gave his go- 


vernor great concern: but he in vain attemptec 
to amuſe him; for though the marquis behaves 
to him with all imaginable reſpect, yet he was !0 
cold and reſerved, that he found it impoſſibic to 
renew his former freedom with him, 


The 
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The duke of had informed them, that 
ne ſhould be at his country- ſeat; and, imme- 
iately upon their landing in England, they re- 
paired thither : the duke received his ſon with 


the moſt tender tranſports, and his governor with 
every mark of eſteem and regard. 


The morning after their arrival, he ſent for 
Mr. Courteney into his cloſet, and thanked him 
in very aſtectionate terms for having fo faith- 
fully and honourably diſcharged his truſt, He 
politely avoided mentioning the affair of the 
young lord's paſſion for his ſiſter, becauſe ſhe 
was his ſiſter ; but ſaid enough to convince him, 
that he had the moſt grateful ſenſe of his diſin- 
tereſted conduct upon that occaſion. He ſetded 
on him, during his liſe, the ſum he had allowed 
him while he travelled with the marquis; and 
offered him, in the moſt cordial manner, all his 


intereſt towards procuring him an eſtabliſhment 
luitable to his birth. 


Mr. Courteney received theſe inſtances of 
the dike's friendſhip for him with reſpect and 
2r2:1tude z but he was more touched with 
te old nobleman's delicacy with regard to his 
iter, than with all the favours conferred on 
hiraſelf, 11 5 

The teren of this ſiſter, whom he loved 
with the moſt tender affection, made him haſ- 

Ns | ten 
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ten his departure from the duke's ſeat, that he 
might wait on his aunt, who he had heard was 
in London. The duke embraced him tenderly 
at parting, and obliged him to promiſe that he 
would return as ſoon as poſſible. The marquis 
loſt all his reſerve and coldneſs, When he took 
leave of his governor, his friend, and, what 
was more than all, the brother of his adored 
Henrietta. 

« You have uſed me unkindly,” ſaid he, in a 
low voice; yet preſſing him tenderly to his breaſt, 
cc but I ſhall always love you.” 

Mr. Courteney let fall ſome tears, but made 


no anſwer ; and immediately after mounting his 


borſe, he ſet out for London, attended by his 
own ſervant, and one of the duke's, whom h:: 
grace had ordered to eſcort him, 
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nee 


Nich leaves the reader fil in doubt. 


M. Courteney, whe: ar within a 


ſhort diſtance fl. fnilled the 
duke's ſervant, with comp. gs to his Trace 
and the marquis, and proceed ey. 
It came into his head to alight a: the e of 
Mrs. Willis, from whom 1t was pot [ens miant 


receive ſome intelligence that would . of uſe 
to him. The good woman received him with 
great civility ; but, when he told her his name, 
ſhe was in tranſports, and enquired for her be- 
loved mils Courteney with the tender anxicty of 
z mother. | | 


Mr, Courteney told her, that his ſiſter would 


oon be in London with her guardian. He took 


occaſion to thank her for her friendly care of her, 
which Henrietta had mentioned with the utmoſt 
cratitude; and aſſured her, he ſhould always con- 
ider himſelf as highly obliged to her. 


„How largely do I ſhare in my dear miſs 


* Courteney's joy (ſaid ihe) for ſo happy a 
meeting with her beloved brother! Heaven 
will, I doubt not, ſhower its bleſſings on her; 


for 
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ce for ſure if ever mortal deſerved them ſhe dog 
O! fir, your ſiſter is an angelic creature 


Mrs. Willis, indulging the tender effuſion: - 
her heart, continued to expatiate on Henrici 
virtues, till Mr. Courteney, though not dis 
pleaſed to hear her, interrupted her, to aſk {o::- 
queſtions concerning his aunt. 


« I was going to write to miſs Courteney t-- | 
4% day, fir (replied ſhe) for I have great news 
to acquaint her wich: that vile prieft, i; 
ce was the cauſe of all her uneaſineſs, has at len if 
& ſhewn himſelf in his true colours. The © 
« tified hypocrite was detected in an amour with as 
tc lady Meadows's woman: this affair has Ni 
ce her eyes; ſhe thinks her niece has bee ++! pr 
< injured by the miſrepreſentations of this wr: + ; ce 
& whom the has diſcarded with infamyp; { 1/1 Wi 
4 firſt proof ſhe has given of her favourable du | 
5c poſition towards miſs Courteney, W her Co 
* taking again her former woman, whom {tc he 


« had diſmiſſed on account of her attach tc 
<« the young lady, I had this intelligence fein 
6 Mrs. White herſelf ; for fo your aum wo- 
& man, fir, is called. She ſays ſhe doc. not 
v doubt but her lady will write to miſs Courte- 
8c ney in the moſt tender manner, and n 
< her home again,” 


8 
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This news gave Mr. Courteney great ſatisfac- 
tion: he reſolved not to delay a moment viſiting 
his aunt; his portmantua had been carried into 
a chamber, by Mrs. Willis's directions, and thi- 
ther he retired to dreſs. As ſoon as he was 
ready, he got into a hackney-coach, and fraught 
with a thouſand kind wiſhes from this faithful 
friend of his ſiſter, he proceeded to the houſe of 
lady Meadows. 

He was ſo lucky 5 to find her at home, and 
ſent in his name without any heſitation, The 
old lady, in a violent flutter of ſpirits, advanced 
as far as the door of her apartment to meet her 
nephew. His graceful form and polite addreſs 
prejudiced her inſtantly in his ſavour ; and ſhe re- 
ceived him with all the tenderneſs he could have 
withed, and with much more than he expected. 

Her firſt enquiries were for Henrietta, Mr. 
Courteney was pleaſed with this ſolicitude; but 
he obſerved that, during the courſe of their con- 
verſation, her attention with regard to his ſiſter, 


decreaſed confiderably. He praiſed her with all 


the modeſty, yet with all the affection of a bro- 
mer, 

Lady Meadows, who had heard a very advart- 
tageous account of her niece from the counteſs, 
ber good friend, aſſured him that ſhe knew his 
ulter's merit, and had reſtored her to chat ten- 


cerneſe 


8 
# 
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derneſs and eſteem, which ſome little errors 
her's, and ſome unjuſt ſuſpicions of her ow, 
which had been artfully infuſed into her, b 
robbed her of. She expreſſed great ſatisfa&tic:; 
at hearing of her guardian's kindneſs : but hc: 
words, ] hope he will do ſomething for her, 
gave Mr. Courteney great concern; who, {ro 
the firſt moment that he had heard Henri-::; 
was likely to recover her favour, had formed a 
ſcheme to make her and the marquis happy, 
Lady Meadows perceived that he was f- 
feed with that expreſſion ; ſhe therefore added 
that his ſiſter might depend upon a welcome 
ception from her, whenever ſhe returned i 


England. ac 
Though there was nothing to object to the th 
words of this declaration, yet there was a great bl 

deal to the manner of it. In the coldneſs with 
which ſhe made it, he ſaw the diſappointment ap: 
of his hopes. In reality, lady Meadows had the 
tis! 


begun to entertain a prodigious fondneſs for her 
nephew; and Henrietta had now but the {-cond 
place in her affection. The longer ſhc con- 
verſed with him, the more this fondness in- 
creaſed. Women are ever readier to cov 
merit in the other ſex than their own. Hen- 
rietta had as many amiable qualities as her brc- 


ther ; but lady Meadows was not fo ſer{ible of 
them: 


* 
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them: and Mr. Courteney made as great a 
progreſs in her affections in three hours, as his 
fiſter had done in as many months, 

When he roſe up to take his leave, ſne de- 
clared, with ſome vehemence, that he muſt 
have no other home than her houſe. You 
have an aunt (added ſhe, ſmiling) tho” you 
have no uncle, nor any other relations.“ Mr, 
Courteney reddened with indignation at the 
mention of his unworthy uncle ; but, recovering 
himfelf, he made her ſuitable acknowledgments 
far her kindneſs, and, at her deſire, imme- 
diately diſpatched a meſſenger to Mrs. Willis, ta 
acquaint her that he ſhould not return, and at 
the ſame time ſent orders to his ſervant to bring 
his portmantua. 


Lady Mcadows having given directions for an 
apartment to be prepared for Mr. Courteney, 
they paſted the evening together with great ſa- 
tisſaction, particularly on the part of the old 
lady, who thought herſeif extremely happy in 
having ſo accompliſhed a youth for her nephew, 

|| her thoughts ran upon the pleaſure ſhe ſhould | 
have in ſhewing him to her friends and acquaint- 
ance, and of piquing his unnatural uncle, by 
openly profeſſing her regard for him. 

More than a week after his arrival was ſpent 
in a continual ſucceſſion of viſits, to all which 


he 


1 
f 
: 
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he attended her; and fo abſolutely had he won 
her heart in that time, that ſhe determined on 


nothing leſs than the making him her ſole heir, 


Mr. Courteney, who was Pl Hi of improving 
the favour he was in to his ſilter's advantage. 
took all opportunities to revive his aunt's aſtec 
tion for her; ſo that to pleaſe him, ſhe (x- 
preſſed an impaticnce to ſee her. He received 


letters from her, and from the duke of ——, 


the ſame day. Henrietta inſormed him, che: 
ſhe had heard from Mr. Bale, and that ſhe c. 
pected him in Paris in a few days: that the af- 
fairs he had to ſettle there, would detain hin 
but a ſhort time; aſter which they were: 

out immediately for England. She added, 

the marquis had wrote to her, and gave him 


brief recapitulation of his letter, which ſcen 


to be dictated by the molt ardent atection, - at 
the ſtricteſt principles of honour. 
The duke's letter contained only an cares 


requeſt to ſee him as ſoon as poſſible. I 


Meadows was very unwilling to part w 
him, though he aſſured her, be would r 
in two or three days, He ſpent part 


night in anſwering his ſiſter's letter, and (et 04: 


the next morning in a poſt-chaife for the dus 
ſeat: he reached it in the evening at ſuff 
tune, 


HENS ET F: A; $2 


4. „ 


He found only the duke and bis ſon at 


table; in the countenance of the latter, he 


oblerved a profound melancholy, which ſen- 


flv affected him. The duke rece ived nim 
If great kindneſs, The m arous 1 OK little, 
t ſeemed pleaſed to ſee him, The next morn- 


:7 the duke fent for Mr. Courteney into his 
cloſet. 

„What {hall I do with my fon?” ſaid he 
e him abruptly, as ſoon as he entered, you 
« ſee the way he is in; he will certainly break 
& my heart. I made him a very advantageous 
e propoſal three days ago: he tells me poſi- 
„e tively his heart is engaged; yet he knows I 
eam very deſirous the match I mentioned to 
„im ſhould take place. This is ſuch an in- 
* {znce of obſtinacy and diſobedience, as I 
* know not how to pardon, Little did I ima- 
* cine that his return, which I fo paſſionately 
* withed for, would be productive of ſo much 
* uncafineſs to me.“ 


The duke pauſed here, and looked earneſtly 
t Mr. Courteney, who, not knowing what it 
was he expected from him, or to what aim his 
words were directed, continued ſilent, with his 
eyes fixed on the ground. 


«T 
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& I ſee you are concerned,” reſumed the 
duke, © for the trouble this unlucky affair give: 
e. 


Indeed I am, my lord, moſt fincerely, 
replied Mr. Courteney. 

« Then I may depend upon your reading 
e to aſſiſt me in removing it (ſaid his grace. 
« hear what I have to propoſe— Your {fer 
allowing for the warmth of an admirer”: 
imagination, appears to me, by my ſon's . © 
* count of her, to have a great deal of merit 
© ſuch a young lady cannot be without prc- 
e tenders to her heart. It would give me 
great pleaſure to contribute to her eſtabliſh- 
ment: if you have a match in view for her, 
„let me know if I can forward it, either by 


© my purſe or my intereſt, I candidly conte's I 


„ to you, that meer generoſity is not my mo- 


e tive for making you this offer: my ſon's | 
ts paſſion is ſtrengthened by hope; when your | 
& ſiſter is married, I may find it leſs difficult 


c to prevail upon him to yield me the obe- 
<« ence I require, and which I have a right to 


cc expect, —You do not anſwer me, Mr, Cour- 


cc teney,” added his grace, after a little paul, 


« is there any thing diſagreeable in this p:v- 
« poſal ?” 


Thus 
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direct her to. 


though ſhe has ſacrificed it to her honour 
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& Thus preſſed, my lord,” replied Mr. Cour- 
teney, it becomes me to ſpeak with plain- 
« neſs and fincerity— I have no power over 
my ſiſter's inclinations, and no conſideration 
« whatever ſhould oblige me to hurry her into 
a marriage, which her own choice did not 
Beſides, I am not without 
« ſuſpicions, that the merit of the marquis has 
« made ſome impreſſion on her heart; and, 


and duty, yet it will for ſome time, no doubt, 
« render her deaf to any offer that could be 
made her. I am very certain, my lord, that 
«© {he will never encourage the addreſſes of the 
marquis without your grace's conſent ; but 
« were ſhe capable of acting differently from 
'* my hopes and expectations, my honour is 
concerned to prevent it: and I moſt ſolemnly 
« aſſure your grace, that my ſiſter ſhall never 
be the wife of the marquis without your ex- 
+ preſs approbation.” 


The duke could not help being pleaſed with 
the candor and ſpirit of this reply.“ We 
* mutt leave this affair then as we found it,” 
ſaid ne: “ I am fo well convinced of your in- 
*tezrity and honour, that I rely upon you en- 
*tirely to prevent any conſequences that ma 
de difagreeable to me.“ 


The 
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The duke that moment perceiving his . 
ctoſſing the terrace oppoſite to his winde, 
defired Mr. Courteney to join him. © You 
„have till great influence over the margi:'s, 
<« (faid he) try what your perſuaſions can da to 
„ make him alter his behaviour; this obſtinacy 


“c of his both afflicts and oftends me.” 


Mr. Courteney bowed, and quitted the due 
cloſet immediately. The marquis, When he 
ſaw him coming towards him, ſtopped te wait 
for him. 

« You have been cloſeted with my father, 
ſaid he to him, ſmiling, “ may I know tlic {us 


2” 


< ject of your converſation ? 
« I dare engage your lordſhip gueitc-. . 
plied Mr. Courteney, ſmiling likewiſe. 


6 I believe I do (faid the marquis; 1c 
cc has been complaining of me for dilobe- 
cc dience, has he not? 

His grace tells me he has mede you 2 
« propoſal, my lord, which you hav< Cee 
« (anſwered Mr. Courteney) and hes ugh 
« great concern about.“ 

% Well, I am ſorry for his uncatine! Rs 0 
terrupted the marquis: but there 1» 5-2 %% 
6« for it. 


cc 


cc 
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Ab, my lord (ſaid Mr. Courteney) have 
« I not cauſe to be very uneaſy alſo? I who 
% know your motive for diſobliging the duke, 
«in a point he ſeems to have ſo much at 
heart?“ 

« You are miſtaken,” reſumed the marquis, 
te ſhould act as I do, tho' I had never ſeen 
© miſs Courteney, But tell me, my dear Charles, 
have you heard from your ſiſter? 

« I have, my lord,” replied he. 

dhe is well, I hope,” reſumed the mar- 
quis, ſighing. 

<« She lays nothing to the contrary,” anſwered 
Mr. Courteney 3 * but I find your lordſhip has 
« wrote to her.” 

„Then ſhe mentions me in her letter?“ 
cried the marquis, eagerly : I did indeed 
e write to her, but ſhe would not favour me 
« with en anſwer. But, dear Charles (conti- 
* nued he) have you not mils Courteney's letter 
about you? let me ſee that part where I am 

* mentioned. Shew me only my name, written 
* by her dear hand, you en not what plea- 
* ſure it will give me to fee it.” 

Upon my honour I have not her letter 
* here,” ſaid Mr. Courteney, © Why, why, 
* my lord,” purſued he, in great concern, 
will you indulge this fatal paſſion for my fiſter? 
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you muſt by this time be convinced that 
can produce nothing but uneafineſs to tic 
& duke, yourſelf, to me, and even to her.” 


“ To her!” repeated the marquis. (3! 
& Charles, your ſiſter is wrapped up in indiffer- 
„ ence and reſerve ; ſhe has not the leaſt (cr;4i. 
<« bility for what I ſuffer upon her account. 


„ You are too generous, my lord (rep!icd 
Mr. Courteney) to wiſh my ſiſter ſhould en- 
te courage any ſentiments for you but tho{e of 
5 reſpect and eſteem. It would be pre{iimp- 4 
tion in her to hope for the duke's 2pproba- * 
<« tion of your paſſion ; and were ſhe tos ſen- 
« ſible of it, ſhe muſt be uahappy. 


« It is enough for me to be unhappy,” e. 
ſumed the marquis, ſighing; “ unhappy i the 
« avarice of my father, to whom I have had 


„ open my whole heart. The want of a ivr- « | 
ee tune is all the objection he has to mils Cour- 0 
« teney; for he appeared charmed wit!: her a 
« character, and her birth he knows. Unnappy ten! 


« too, in a rigid friend, who ſacrifices me to 
& the fantaſtic notions he has formed 0! 101191”, 
“O! Charles, little did I imagine once that 
ce you would have contributed all in yur Powe! 
eto make me miſerable,” 


Indeed 


2 
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Indeed, my lord (replied Mr. Courteney) 5 3 

ce this reflection is cruel : this very moment all 9 
« my thoughts are employed on the means to wm. 
% make you happy.” | | 
Now you are again my friend,” interrupted 1 
the marquis, embracing him eagcrly : “ will | — 1 


« you then at laſt give me your charming ſiſter. 
« All that duty can require I have performed : 


3 


have implored my father's conſent; he has . 

had the cruelty to refuſe it me; and this on @ | 

motive fo ſordid, that I am juſtinabſe in 400. BY 

„ lowing my inclinations without {ulictting Fit | 0 

« any more.“ | | 

% You miſtake my intentions, my lord,“ in- '1 

terrupted Mr. Courteney : “ no, never exp+.3 

that I will conſent to your marrying my ite: 7 

“ without the duke's approbation.“ 1 

W hat then did you mean {faid the marquis } 

« by the hopes you gave me juſt now?“ | 

„To prevail, if poſſible, upon the duke to, i 

* conſent to your marriage, replied Mr. Cuurs | \ 

teney. . 

| The marquis ſighed, and caſt down his eyes, 1} 

: $f hopeleſs that this expedient would ſucceed : Af 
2 but would not ſay any thing to divert him from | 
* bis purpoſe: yet he thought it ſtrange that he | 
laould undertake a taſk, which, intereſted as he | 

1 Vol. II. O was, f 
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was, ſeemed leſs _ for him than any other 


perſon. 

Mr. Courteney gueſſed his thoughts, but would 
not explain himſelf any farther. In reality, what 
the marquis had faid of his father's baving no 
other objection to his choice but the want of a 
fortune, confirmed him in his deſign of uſing 
the favour he was in with lady Meadows to the 
advar tage of his ſiſter; and he was not without 
expectations of prevailing upon her, by the pros 
pect of ſo honourable a match for her niece, 
to do as much for her as ſhe had formerly pro- 
miſed, in caſe ſhe had married the old ba- 
ronet, 

The marquis, who beheld him earneſtih, 
perceived ſomething was labouring in his mind, 
and he began to entertain hopes of ſucceſs, tho 
he knew not on what reaſonably to found them, 
„ cannot,” faid Mr. Courteney, obſerving the 
tender folicitude with which he gazed on him, 
% communicate to you the ſcheme I have 
« formed to reconcile the duke to your wiſhes, 
te for reaſons which will be obvious enough herc- 
< after. Only thus much I will ſay to fatis'y 
you, that I think it is highly probable I ſha/! 
« ſucceed ; but there is one condition h 


bo n mult yield to, and which I tell you 
& plainly 


| 
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« plainly is the price I ſet upon my endeavours 
* to ſerye you in this affair.“ 


Name it,” interrupted the marquis, eagerly, 
eit muſt be a range one indeed if I do not 
„% comply with it.“ | 
& You mult give me a ſolemn pb my 
lord (reſumed Mr. Courteney) not to ſeek 
my ſiſter's conſent to a clandeſtine marriage, 
if I ſhould fail in my endeavours to procure 
the duke's approbation, and you muſt make 
<« the ſame. promiſe to his grace likewiſe,-— 
« Nay, my ys ” purſued he, .obſerving that 
he heſitated, «© you riſk nothing by entering 
« into this engagement, for I am bound bo 
« oath, as well as by honour, to prevent my 
« ſiſter from being your's upon any terms but 
the duke's expreſs conſent ; and, depend upon 
6 it, you will never gain her's but on the ſame 
condition.“ | 
« Well (replied the marquis) vou have my 
« promiſe, and I will make the fame declara- 
« tion to my father: it will be time enough to 
stell him, if your ſcheme proves unſucceſsfu), 
© my fixed reſolution never to marry at all, if 1 
do not marty miſs Courteney,” 

Mr. Courteney had already gained fo impor- 
tant a point, that he did not think it neceſſary 
to combat this reſolution at that tine. They 


O 2 walked 
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walked together into the houſe ; and the mat. 
quis conceiving that it might be of ſome advan- 
tage to Mr. Courteney's ſcheme to take an carly 
opportunity of making the promiſe he required 
of him, the duke had that ſatisfaction in his 
next private converfation with his ſon, and was 
charmed with this new inſtance of Mr. Courtc- 
ney's integrity. 

The marquis, after having long puzzled him- 
ſelf with conjectures about the deſign Mr. Cour- 
teney had formed, at length concluded that he 
had ſome expectations from the earl of 5 
his uncle, in favour of his ſiſter; and he was ſo 
unfortunately circumſtanced between his father's 
avarice and Mr, Courteney's ſtrict principles of 
honour, that he was reduced to wiſh earic\i!y 
for the ſucceſs of an expedient, which he wo.:!4 
have diſdained, if he had been maſter of hi 
own actions. Mr. Courteney at parting, Which 
was in a few days, begged him to rely ſecurcly 
upon his friendſhip, and to be mindful of the 
promiſe he had given him, which the young !ord 
again confirmed, 
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CHAP, XI. 
- Th which the hiſtory araws near te a concluſean, 


AR. Courteney found his ſhort abſence had 
rather endeared him to his aunt, than 
leſſened the ardor of her fondnefs : encouraged 
by her behaviour, he was ſeveral times upon 
the point of laying open to her the whole affair 
of his pepil's paſſion for Henrietta, and the dif- 
fhicultirs which obſtrutted ſo advantageous a 
match; difficulties which ſhe could fo eatily re- 
move: but he hoped a great deal from the 
preſence of Henrietta, which it was highly pro- 
bable would revive the old lady's tendernefs for 
her, and from the interpoſition of Mr. Bale, 
who, it was not to be doubted, would enter 
heartily into the intereſt of his ward, for whom 
he expreſſed fo tender an affection, 
While he waited in anxiovs expectation of 
a letter from his ſiſter, to acquaint him when 
| the was to leave Paris, with her guardian, he 
was pleaſingly ſurpriſed with a billet from Mr, 
Bale himſelf, requeſting him to meet miſs Cour- 
tency and him at the houſe of Mrs, Willis, where 
they were juſt arrived, 


\ 
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Mr. Courteney, without communicating this 


a8 news to lady Meadows, haſtened to ſee his be- 
loved ſiſter. The moment he entered the room,. 


where ſhe was ſitting with her guardian and 
Mrs. Willis, ſhe flew to receive him with : 


\ tranſport of joy. He embraced. her tenderly ; 


and Mr, Bale advancing to ſalute him, he in the 
politeſt manner, thanked him for his generous: 


care of Henrietta. 


Mr. Bale was extremely pleaſed to hear that 


ſhe might depend upon an affectionate recep- 


tion from her aunt. And now, my child, 


ſaid he; for ſo he tenderly affected to call = 


« ſince I have delivered you fafe into the hand- 
© of your brother, I will leave you, and a day 
« or two hence I will viſit you at your aunt's, 
and ſettle your affairs in a manner 3 
«6 hope will not be difagreeable to you.” 


Henrietta, who, from ſome paſt converſa- 
tions with him, well knew the kind purport of 


theſe words, by a grateful look and a reſpectfu 
-courteſy, expreſſed her acknowledgment, Nr. 
"Courteney, ſeeing him prepare to leave them, | 
| begged he would favour him with a few mo- 


-ments private converſation. Mr. Bale readi!, 
conſented ; upon which Mrs. Willis ſhewed 


them into another room, and returned to load 
| her 
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her dear mils Courteney with a thouſand tender 
careſles. | 
Mean time Mr. Courteney gave the friendly 
guardian of his ſiſter a brief account of the mar- 
quis's paſſion for her, and the conduct he had 
obſerved in that affair. He added, that he be- 
lieved it would be eaſy to engage the duke's 
conſent to his ſon's marriage with Henrietta, 
provided her aunt would act as generouſly to- 
wards her, as ſhe had formerly given her rcaton | 
to expect, 15 
« From ſeveral hints (ſaid he) which lady 
©« Meadows has thrown out, and from the 
6 great kindneſs ſhe expreſſes for me, I am ap- 
<« prehenſive that ſhe intends to transfer her 
bounty from my ſiſter to me; but as my cir- 
© cumſtances, though act affluent, are eaſy, 
* and as I have nothing ſo much at heart as the 
« happineſs of my friend and my ſiſter, I will 
© moſt chearfully relinquiſh in her favour all my 
expectations from lady Meadows. The prol- 
* pet of ſo advantageous a match will pro- 
bably have ſome weight with her aunt; and 
the mention of it will come with propriety 
from you, fir, as the guardian of Henrietta. 
„Lady Meadows will then explain herſelf 
„clearly; and we ſhall have an opportunity 
given us of preſſing her to remove, by her 
O 4 (ge- 
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4 generoſity, the only obſtacle n my 
« ſiſter's advancement. 6 

Mr. Bile was prodigiouſly affected with the 
uncommon nobleneſs of this proceeding. He 
took the young gentleman's hand, and, giving 
it an affectionate ſhake, I ſhall love and ho- 
„ nour you while T live (ſaid he) for this ge- 
«© nerous propoſal : doubt not of my ready con- 
*< currence in every meaſure for your ſiſter's ad- 
vantage. I love her as well as if ſhe was my 
« own daughter; and the inconvemences ſhe 
pas ſuffered through the folly and impruden: © 
of ſome of my family, require that I fhoul. 
make her amends, by doing every thing in n 
power to make her happy.” 
e will wait upon lady Meadows,” purſuc: 
the, © to-morrow in the afternoon, and then 
„ we will talk over this affair.“ Mr. Courte- 
"ney told him, he would prepare his aunt for the 
viſit he intended her. After which, Mr. Bale 
went away, and he joined his ſiſter and hc: 
friend. A coach being ordered, they took leave 
of Mrs. Willis, whom Henrietta promifed to 
viſit again very ſpeedily, Mr. Courteney had 
ſome diſcourſe with his ſiſter as they went, con- 


_ cerning the marquis; but carefully avoided 


mentioning his defign to her, leſt he ſhou:d 


ralie 


' . 
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raiſe hopes which might be unhappily diſap- 
Pointed. : 


Henrietta was under ſome perturbation at the 
thoughts of appearing before her aunt, whoſe 
diſpleaſure. againſt her, and unjuſt ſuſpicions, 
all recurred to her memory; but the reception 
the old lady gave her, immediately effaced thoſe 
impreſſions : it was perſectly kind and affec- 
tionate, without the leaſt mixture of upbraiding 
or reproach. 


I had a mind to ſurpriſe you, madam,” 
faid Mr. Courteney, who with infinite pleaſure 
beheld his fiſter fo tenderly embraced by her 
aunt, Lady Meadows aſſured him, that be 
had ſurpriſed her very agreeably ; and, again 
embracing Henrietta, told her, that her good 
friend, the counteſs of „had been very 
laviſh in her praiſe, and had acquainted her 
with ſeveral circumſtances of her conduct, 
which had raiſed her _ Highly in her opi- 
nion. 

“ ͤſuppoſe you will not be very much 
« grieved {added the old lady, ſmiling) to hear 
« that your former lover lord B 
eto the citizen's daughter,” 


is married 


a. 


No, indeed, madam,” replicd Henrietta, 
* they ſeemed to be formed for each other.” 


Q's. « They 
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N "6 4 They are not. very gx ky I hear,” faid 
= Meadows ; who, having fallen upon the 
article of domeſtic news, related a great number 
of anecdotes concerning her acquaintance, ſome 
of which Henrietta had often heard before. The 
old lady's fondneſs for talking at length gave 
way to her curioſity to hear every thing that 
had happened to her niece during their ſepa- 
ration. 

Henrietta gratified it with diſcretion, ſuppreſ- 
fing whatever might tend to revive diſagreeable 
remembrances. She was now put into poſſeſ- 
ſion of her former apartment, and had an op- 
portunity that night to congratulate her ol: 
friend Mrs. White (who aſſiſted her to undreſs! 
upon her being reinſtated in the favour of hc; 
lady. f 
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CHAP. Xn. 
IV hich concludes the hiſtory. 


HE "ext day Mr. Courteney informed 

lady Meadows, that Mr, Bale intended 
to wait on her, and hinted that he had a match 
to propoſe for Henrietta, which he hoped ſhe. 
would approve. 


Lady Meadows, who had already taken her 
reſolution with regard to both brother and ſiſter, 
told him, that ſhe was very defirons of ſecing 
her niece ſettled ; and that ſhe was determined 
never to oppoſe her inclinations, being con- 
vinced that her virtue and prudence were to be 
entirely depended upon. 


Mr. Bale came according to his appointment; 
and, being ſoon atter left alone with lady Mea- 
dows, he acquainted her with the whole affair 
between the marquis of -—— and Henrietta, a8 
he had rectived it from Mr. Courteney; and, 
obſerving that the old lady was dazzled with the 
proſpect of her niece becoming a dutcheſs, added, 
that the want of a ſuitable fortune ſhould not 

0 6 hinder 


n 
* * 
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hinder the advancement of Henrietta: © for 
< whatever you deſign for her, madam (ſaid he) 
Iwill double; ſo great is my regard for her, 
and admiration of her virtues.” 

Lady Meadows with reaſon thought this + 
very generous propoſal, She complimented him 
upon it 3 and, ſtepping to her cabinet, took out 
a box that contained her will, and another decd 
which had been drawn up, while Mr, Courte- 
ney was in the country with the duke of , 
but were not yet executed. She put theſe paper: 
into Mr, Bale's hands, and deſired him to read 
them, ſaying, you will there ſec, fir, who! 
„ intend to do for my nephew and h. 
*« ſiſter,” 

Mr. Bale opencd the fuſt, which was . 
| will, He found ſhe bad conſtituted Mr. Cour- 
teney her heir, leaving him her whole eſtate. 
charging it only with the ſum of hve thouſand 
| pounds, to be paid his ſiſter on the day of her 
[! marriage, The other paper contained a ſett!e- 
ment of three hundred pounds a year upon MI. 
Courteney during her lite. 
ih Mr, Bale, who knew the young gentleman 
li ſentiments, propoſed to lady Meadows to cn 
for him, and acquaint him with her intentions. 
To this the readily agreed. Mr. Courten-y 

2 turnc 
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turned pale when he heard the moderate ſum 
deſigned for his ſiſter ; and, after expreſſing his 
gratitude to lady Meadows for the favour ſhe 
ſhewed him, in terms the moſt reſpectful and 
affectionate, he earneſtly conjured her to let 
Henrietta be at leaſt an equal ſharer with him 
in her kindneſs. He urged, as a motive to ker 
to comply, the very advantageous match that 
was propoſed to his lifter. He expatiated on 
the marquis's tender and faithful paſſion for her; 
and touched with great delicacy upon the fen- 
timents Henrietta could not avoid entertaining 
for a young nobleman, who had loved her with 
honour, even when ignorant of her birth, and 
when ſhe was under very humiliating circum- 
ſtances, 

Lady Meadows interrupted him with the moſt 
flattering praiſes of his diſintereſtedneſs; but 
declared that her reſolution was unalterable. 
6 Your ſiſter will have ten thouſand pounds, 
faid ſhe ; „this is no Celpicable fortune: and 
de ſince there is ſo much love on the fide of the 
marquis, there is no doubt but it will be 
© thought ſufficient.“ ; 

* Mr. Bale explained the old Jady's meaning, 
by telling him what he propoſed to do for mils 
Courteney, and preventing the young gentle- 

. mans 
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man's acknowledgments: . Vou have ſ ufficiently 


ſhewyn your regard for your ſiſter (ſaid he) and 


J am of opinion we ought not to preſs lady 
« Meadows any more on this ſubjeR ; ſhe has 
t acted nobly by you both.” 

The lady was extremely flattered by the praiſe 
Mr. Bale gave her; and, to prevent any more 
ſolicitations from her nephew, ſhe ſigned the 
papers immediately, which Mr. Bale, at her 
requeſt, witneſled. | 

Mr. Courteney ſaid every thing that grati- 
tude and politeneſs could ſuggeſt, upon her pre- 
fenting him the ſettlement ; yet there was an 


-air of concern upon his countenance, which 


Mr. Bale obſerving, took an opportunity to 
deſire him, in a whiſper, to meet him at 
coffee-houſe (which he named to him) tha: 


evening, having ſomething to ſay to him, which. 
he hoped would make all things eaſy. 


Mr. Courteney promiſed to attend him. He 
then begged lady Meadows not to let Henrietta 
know what had paſſed with regard to the mar- 
quis. At preſent (ſaid he) ſhe conſiders 
« this marriage as impoſſible to be effected, 
« and fo I would have her conſider it, ti!! ! 


am ſure that the duke will make no objection 
to the fortune that is deſigned her.“ Lady 


Mea- 


HE N RIE T T A. 30g 
Meadows approved of his caution; and Mr. 
Bale was deſired to viſit her in her own apart- 


ment, and acquaint her with the diſpoſitions 
made by her aunt. 


Henrietta expreſſed the higheſt ſatisfaction at 
what had been done for her beloved brother, 


and, with the greateſt ſweetneſs, acknowledged 


her obligations to her aunt for the proviſion ſhe 
had made for her: but when Mr. Bale acquainted 
her with the addition he deſigned to make to the 
fortune her aunt would give her, tears of ten- 
derneſs and gratitude overſpread her face, and 
ſhe could utter no more, than, O ! fir, how 
e pgenerous— how kind is this how ſhail I re- 
pay ſuch unexampled goodneſs-—" 


Mr. Bale interrupted her ſoft exclamations, | 


to lead her down ſtairs to her aunt, to whom ſhe 
paid her acknowledgments with inimitable grace, 
and congratulated her brother with fo ſincere a 
joy, that he, who knew how much ſhe was 


likely to loſe by his good fortune, was moved al- 
moſt to tears. 


Mr. Bale a ſhort time afterwards took his 
leave, and went to the coffee-houſe, where he 
had appointed Mr. Courteney to meet him. He 
was foon owes by the young gentleman, 

Y ; whoſe 
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whoſe mind was under great agitations on his 
ſiſter's account. 

& One would hardly imagine,” ſaid Mr. Bale 
to him, ſmiling, that you have juſt been de- 
<< clared heir to a good eſtate, you look like onc 
« diſappointed and unhappy.” 

cc am indeed diſappointed, fir,” replied Mr. 
Courteney ; I had laid a plan to make my 
“ ſiſter and my friend happy: but my aunt's 
<« partiality has broke all my meaſures for th- 
„ preſent.“ 

« Then you intend,” ſaid Mr. Bale, who hac 
taken particular notice of his laſt words, *+ 
make ſome addition to your ſiſter's fortune, 

e when the eſtate comes into your hands?“ 

% Certainly, fir (replied Mr. Courteney) ! 
& ſhould but ill deſerve it, if I did not.” 

c Tt muſt be confeſſed (reſumed Nr. Ba 
0 that you are a very good brother.“ 

All that ! can do for my ſiſter, fir (aid he 
te will be but bare juſtice 3 but your generoh! 
& her can never be enough admired.” 

No more of that,” interrupted Mr. EP. 
« I love your ſiſter: ſhe is a worthy young vo. 
* man; Iam grieved to think fo noble a mate 
for her, ſhould mect with any obftruion or 


ds the 
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« the want of a. fortune. What do you think 
„ the duke will expect 
The lady he has propoſed to his fon, fir,” 
ſaid Mr. Courteney, + has twenty thouſand 
pounds; and it would have been my pride and 
* happineſs to have prevuiled with my aunt to 
make my ſiſter's fortune equal to chat.“ 


« Is it poſſible!” cried Mr. Bale, ſurpriſed. 
& \Why hiteen thouſand pounds is at leaſt one 
third of your aunt's fortune?“ 


« My ſiſter,” ſaid Mr, Courteney, © has a 
right to expect it. The whole would 
have been ber's but for ſome unlucky acci- 
* dents, and the ſtrange paitiality of lady Mea- 
% dows for me. All that I can now do is, to let 
« the marquis know, that my filter will haue 
* ten thouſand pounds paid on the day of 
cher marriage, and ten thouſand more on the 
„death of her aunt. The duke loves money; 
and I greatly doubt whether all his ſon's ſoli- 
e citations will make him rcliſh this reverſionary 
ten thouſand pounds.” 


« We will not put it to the hazard, inter- 
:upted Mr. Bale, “ ſince you are determined to 
act thus generouſly by your ſiſter, I will lay 
* down the money myſelf, and all the ſecurity 

«] 
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J requie, is your bond for the re- payment of 
« it, when your aunt's eſtate comes into your 
6 poſſeſſion. 


Mr. Courteney was fo overwhelmed with ſur- 
priſe, joy, and gratitude, for this unexpected, 
noble ofter, that, during ſome moments, he 
was unable to utter a word, But this filence. 
accompanied with looks the moſt expreſſive that 
can be imagined, was more eloquent than any 
language could be. Recovering himſelf at laſt, 
he was beginning to pay the warmeſt ack now 
ledgments ; but Mr. Bale would not ſuffer bim 
to proceed. 

I am impatient (faid he) for the concluſion 
of this affair. Write to your friend imme- 
« diately, and let him know that your filter" 
« guardian will treat with the duke his father, 
e whenever he pleaſes.” 


Mr. Courteney, at his reiterated requeſt, took 
leave of him, and went home, in order to com- 
municate this joyful news to his friend. IIcar- 
ing that lady Meadows and his ſiſter were en- 
gaged in company, he went to his own apa:t- 
ment, and wrote a ſhort letter to the marguis, 
in which he acquainted him, that his filter 
being reſtored to the favour of her aunt, he bad 
it now in his power to aſſure him, that if he cv 
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tinued in the ſame ſentiments towards her, and 
could prevail with his grace to authoriſe them by 
his conſent, he was impowered by her aunt and 


her guardian, to declare that her ſortune would 
be twenty thouſand pounds. 


Having ſealed and diſpatched this letter to the 
poſt, he joined the company below ſtairs, with 
looks ſo full of ſatisfaction, and a behaviour 
animated with ſuch extraordinary gaicty, that 
lady Meadows was more than ever delighted with 
him, concluding that the noble proviſion ſhe 
had made for him, was the ſource of his joy: 
but Henrietta, who knew her brother better, 
and who beſides faw fomething particular in 
thoſe looks; which he from time to time gave 
her, felt ſtrange Autterings in her gentle bolom : 
hopes checked as ſoon as formed; wiſhes ſup- 
preſſed as they roſe. In theſe perturbations, 


ihe paſſed that night and the three following 
days. 


Mean time the marquis, having received Mr, 
Courteney's letter, was fo ſurpriſed at this ſudden 
change in the fortune of Henrietta, that he 
read it over ſeveral times before he could per- 
ſuade himſelf what he ſaw was real. His firſt 
emotions were all tranſport : every obſtacle to 
his martiage was now removed ; and he might 
ſolicit 
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folicit his father's conſent, with a certainty a. 
moſt of not being denied. Vet a ſentiment of 
delicacy and tenderneſs made him regret, that 
it was not in his power-to convince Henriett: 
of the difintere{tednefs of his love, and for fore: 


moments rendered him inſcaiſible of his pre n 
Happiness. 


The duke came into his chamber, while he 

was reading the letter the twentieth time, and 
ſo intently, that he did not perceive his en- 
trance. When ſuddenly raiſing his eyes, and 
ſeeing his father, who, ſuſpecting that thi: 
letter, which he ſeemed to read with fo much 
emotion, came from his miſtreſs, was lookins 
earneſtly on him. 
« O! my lord (ctied he) there is na 
wanting to make me perfectly happy, but v0 
conſent to my marriage with miſs Courtenay. 
„ See, my lord, what her brother writes: he: 
©« brother, who till now has ſo obſtinately oh 
« poſed ray paſſion !“ 

The duke took the letter out of his hauds, 
and having read it, returned it to him again 
without ſpeaking a word, and walked to the 
other end of the room. The marquis, who jaw 
nothing unfay ourable in his looks, ſollowel him, 
and, throwing himſelf at his feet, conjured him 

not 
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not to oppoſe his. happineſs any longer. The 
duke deſired time to conſider ; but his fon would 
not give over his ſolicitations, till he had ob- 
tained leave of him to viſit miſs Courteney, and 
to declare that his addreſles had the ante of 
his conſent. 

The happy marquis gave orders inſtantly for 
his poſt-chaiſe to be got ready, which his fa- 
ther at firſt did not oppole ; bur, after reflecting 
2 little, 


Can you not rein in your impatience for a 
& few days?” faid he to him; „I intend! to be 
in town next week: I ſhall then have an 
et opportunity of ſeeing the young lady (and, 
*« fince you are ſo obſtinately bent upon the 
« match) of talking to her aunt and her onay- 
« dian.” : 
The marquis would not diſoblige his father, 
by making any objecti. ns to this litt ä 
grievous as it was to him ; but retired ta write 
to Mr. Courteney, whom he acquainted with 
the duke's intentions, and, anticipating the 
tender name of brother, poured out his whole 


heart in the warmeſt expreſons of love, friend- 


ſhip, joy, and every {oft emotion with which he 
was agitated. 


Mr, 
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Mr. Courteney having communicated this 
letter to Mr. Bale, he agreed that it was ne- 
ceſſary to make lady Meadows acquainted with 
the Reps they had taken in the affair. She en- 


tered with a good grace into the generous deſigns 
of her nephew in favour of his ſiſter. 


&« If I had done more for her,” ſaid ſhe to 
him, ſmiling, you would not have had an 
opportunity of doing ſo much.” Mr. Cour- 
teney kifled her hand with a tender and re ſpect- 
ful air. 


« Go,” ſaid ſhe, with a look that ſhewed 
ſhe was highly pleaſed; “ go, and tell your 
« ſiſter this good news; ard tell her alſo that 
„J am impatient to embrace and congratulate 
« her,” | 
Mr. Courteney wilingly obeyed her, He 
went to Henrietta's apartment, and, ſeeing he 
ſitting penſive and melancholy, he began to 
rally her upon her tenderneſs for the marquis. 
She bore it with great ſweetneſs, but not with- 
out ſome ſurpriſe ; for her brother was uſed to be 
very delicate and reſerved upon that ſubject. By 
degrees he aſſumed a more ſerious tone; and at 
length gave her to underſtand, that the mar- 
quis was now permitted by his father to pay {us 
addreſſes to her. 


Hen- 
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Henrietta bluſhed and trembled from the mo- 
ment her brother began to ſpeak to her in a 
ſerious manner. Het emotions increaſed as he 
proceeded ; yet ſhe laboured. to conceal them, 
till Mr. Courteney, explaining to her what Mr. 
Bale had done for her, which neceſlarily in- 
cluded his own generous gift, that innate deli- 
cacy, which had forced her joy to be filent, ſuf- 
fered her gratitude to {hew nfelf in the moſt 
lively expreſſions. Lady Meadows came into 
the room, and gave a ſeaſonable interruption to 
theſe tender effuſions of her heart, which Mr. 
Courteney had liſtened to with a kind of painful 
pleaſure. She embraced her niece, and con- 
gratulated her on her happy fortune. 

Miſs Courteney, who had now reaſon to ex- 
pect a viſit from the marquis, was not much ſur- 
priſed a few days afterwards to ſee his equipage 
at the door. Aſter a jew moments converſation 
with Mr. Courteney, he was introduced to lady 
Meadows, who received hun with great reſpect. 
Henrietta bluſhed a little when he appeared, but 

1 recovered. herſelf, and received the tender and 


e reſpectful compliment he made her with her 

: uſual grace. 

hh A great deal of company coming in ſcon af- 4 
terwards, he found means to engage her apart 


for a quarter of an hour. Their converſation 5 
5 * Was 
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was ſuch as might be expected between perſo::s 
of their ſenſe and politeneſs, who loved each 
other with the utmo!t tenderneſs, and now for 
the ficſt time ſaw themſelves at liberty to declare 
their ſentiments. Henrietta did not ſcruple to 
own to the man, who had ſo nobly merited 
her eſteem, that her heart had received a moſt 
tender impreſſion for him ; and this foft acknow- 
ledgment completed her lover's felicity. 

Mr. Courteney waited. upon the duke the 
next morning, and had the pleaſure to hear fi om 
his own mouth, that he was entirely fatisficd 
with his ſon's proceedings. His grace viticd 
lady Meadows the fame day; and was to 
charmed with Henrietta, that he ſcarce dilco- 
vered lefs impatience than his ſon, for the con- 
cluſion of the marriage. Every thing being 
agreed on between the duke and Mr. Bale, with 
regard to ſcttlements,. the writings were craw! 
up with all convenient ſpeed, and a day p- 
pointed tor the marriage. 

Lady Meadows, though a Roman catholic, 
allowed the ceremony to be performed at her 
houſe : after which, the' new-married pair, 
with the old lady, the duke, Mr. Bale, aud 
Mr. Courteney, tet out for his grace's country. 
ſcat, 


. . —— — W¹ 0 * " 


HENRIETTA. 313 
The charming marchioneſs did not make 
her firſt public appearance in town till late in 
the enſuing winter; when her beute, her ſuf- 
ferings, her virtue, and her good fortune, were 
for a loug time the ſubj2&ts of converſation. 


Mr. Courteney, happy in the conſcious in- 
tegrity of his heart, happy in the ardent affec- 
tion of his ſiſter and the marquis, and the 
efteem of all who knew him, was, by the 
death of lady Meadows, which happened a 
few months after his ſiſter's marriage, enabled 
to diſcharge his obligations to Mr, Bale, His 
generoſity was not long unrewarded : an opu- 
lent heireſs fell deſperately in love with him; 

ſhe was related to the duke, who intereſted 

himſelf ſo warmly in the affair, that the mar- 
_ riage was ſoon concluded, 


Lord B-—, as has been obſerved already, 
lived very unhappy with his »lebeian lady, 
The ſight of the charming Henrietta renewed 
his paſſion. Tortured with remorle, diſappoint- 
ment, and deſpair, he had recourſe to the 
bottle, and fell an carly ſacrifice to intempe- 
rance. | 


Miss Woodby, who had always a violent 


paſſion for a red-coat, liſtened to the fighs 
Vol. II. P -. af 


4 


* N * 1 "of * 
82 „„ 7 . 
af" _— .- , "0 
„ 3, 
- S7 * 1 
. ; 
\ 4 7 


3 HENKIETTMA. 
of a young cadet,” and married him i A week 
after their firſt acquaintance. Her excuſe for 
this precipitaney was, that the lovely youth 
would certainly have ſtabbed himſelf, if the 
had delayed his happiness any longer. With 
part of her fortune he bought a cammilian, 
and ſpent. the reſt in a. few months. Aſter: 
Which, he went abroad with his zegiment, 
leaving her, in an; obſcuge retirement, to be- 
wail his abſence, and ſooch hex lore-ſick heart, 
with hopes that he would return more pd 
E pad le ee ens. eb: 


Ph. Belmour, forſaken by her lover, became 
a proſclyte to the Roman catholic religion, and 
retired to a convent, where the nuns wrought 
her up to ſuch a degree of enthuſiaſm, that ſhe 
ſettled her whole fortune upon the community, 
and took the veil ; but ſoon afterwards, repent- 
ing of this raſh ſtep, ſhe died of grief, remorſe, 
and diſappointment. 

Mrs. Willis was generouſly rewarded by the 
marchioneſs, for the many kind and faithful ſer- 
vices ſhe had received from her: and Mr. Bale, 
who highly eſteemed her for her behayiour to 
his beautecus ward, ſettled her hufband in ſuch 
an advantageous way, that in a few years he 

made a conſiderable fortune. 


. 
he 


RENRIETTA. 323 

The younger Mr. Bale found, in the inceſ- 
fant clamours of a jealous wife, a ſufficient pu- 
niſhment for his treacherous deſigns on Hen- 


rietta; and it was not without great difficulty, 
that he was reſtored to his father's favour. 


Every branch of the Courteney family made 
frequent advances towards a reconciliation 
with the marchioneſs and her brother: but ge- 
nerous as they were, they had too juſt a ſenſe of 

Ry the indignities they had ſuffered from them, to 
admit of it ; and, in this ſteady reſentment, they 


uad, as it uſually happens with ſucceſsful perſons, 
che world on their ſide. 


Tx END. 
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